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ABOUT THIS MANUAL

As the country holds the EU Presidency in the second half of 2010, who is shaping the debate on the
future o EU enlargement in Belgiurn

This manual seeks to provide an answer to this question through afuserdly overview of the key
decisionmakers, opiniormakers and institutions in Belgium. It is intended to serve as a tool for
practitioners who wish to nderstand Belgian attitudes towards enlargement and to interact with the
key individuals dealing with this topic.

Undoubtedly, Belgium is a most complex country in terms of its institutional design and diversity of
views on the future of the country. Theolitical and linguistic divisions influence all other spheres of
society. To understand Belgium requires a bit of background knowledge. This manual starts with an
introduction to Belgium, its history, the constitutional reforms of the past 40 years, litseat
institutions and Belgian politics.

The complexities of Belgian politics have resulted in the country starting its EU Presidency with a
caretaker government in place. Following the collapse of the ruling coalition, early elections took
place in Joe, but it may take months before a new government takes office. We explain the reason
for the failure of the outgoing government as well as the unexpected election results. We also
describe the intricate system basmerdentirum thevhi c h
Presidency and represent Belgium at the EU level.

The subsequent chapters are devoted to the media in Belgium,-thimks, NGOs and academia. As
Brussels is not only the capital of Belgium, but also the seat of the main EU institutions|téude

of diplomatic representations, thiatanks, consultancies, journalists, NGOs and associations have set
up shop in Brussels. We mention those relevant for enlargement.

Although Belgium is not a large EU member state, it is one of the oldestaanimportant player
influencing EU policies towards the Western Balkans and Turkey.
ESI is grateful to Erste Stiftung Vienna, which has supported the production of this manual.

Brussels8 July 2010

www.esiweb.org



4 Communicating Europe ManBelgium

A. POLITICS
1. Introduction
11 Bel giumds compl exity

SomeayBel gi um boasts OEur-bpgésecdchosty s baindthbrf gog omer n
sofarastosayt hat i t -upscouatry,@rid/endyeamtixotic ambition to keep the dream alive,

to try and overcome division anplurality with a continuous search for compromise and consensus

There are also those who predi® e | g i evemtd@akdisintegration and split ton two parts, one

Walloon andoneFlemish.

Since 1970,ive waves of constitutional reforms
have turned Belgim into a highly decentralised
country whose complex structures only
constitutional lawyers understand in all detail; n
level of Belgian governmenbor Belgian political

party can do without these legal experts

nowadays

However,this is not to say thagovernmentruns
smoothly in Belgium. It took more than six
months to form an interim government following Wallonié
the last national elections in June 2007, and nine
months elapsedbefore the final government took g o |
officed only to fall twice since. Its second tapse
in April 2010 led to newfederalelections on 13
June 2010

gi umods three Re
Wallonia (beige) and Bruss€lapital (green)

Voters rebuffedthe five-party coalition in pwer, now in a cargaker function,which is made up
mainly of Flemish and Walloon Liberal and ChristiaDemocrdic parties. Instead, thegleced a

new party propagating Flemish independence in Flanders and the Socialist Party in Wallonia (even
when electing the federal parliament, voters in Flanders can only vote for parties registered in
Flandersand Walloon voters elect Walloon partieonly the residents of BrussefSapital havea
choice; se pll)

It now will take a while to form a new coalition, which means tlilae | gi umd s Presiden
European Uniorbeganon 1 July 2010 under a cataker governmentOne of the majorstumbling

blocks during the last three years has been the status of the electoral district Breidsds
Vilvoorde, over which Bel gi umbds Wadadtloggatheadd 4 mi |
(see box on P). This issue will be on the tableaswill further constitutional reform to meet the

demands of the Flemish for more autonomy.

1.2 Brief historic overview

It all began almost 200 years ago: In 1815, European powers at the Congress of Vienna redrew

E ur o p e Gssfolldwimg tlieedefeat of Napolédonaparte. Among other things, they created the
oOUniKiiendgdom of the Netherlandsé under the Protes:
encompassed Belgiurfpreviously part of Francg the Grand Dwhy of Luxembourg and the

Netherlands.

Tony Barber, Brussels bureau chief of the Financial $Sime
Marc Reynebeau, a Belgian (Flemish) journalist and historian.

www.esiweb.org
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It was August 1830when the Catholic lergy (both Walloons and Flemish were Catholic) and the
Francophones, whoomprisedhe majority of the population in what later became Belgium, initiated

a protest against theProtestant king. They had many grievances, ranging from political
underrepresentation to linguistic oppressidWilliam tried to mainstream Dutch while the Belgian
elite, including the Flemish, preferred French. They also opposedhtésference in chure affairs, in
particular in education, which was entirely inthe Cathdlic ur c h6s hands. There
problems asthe Industrial Revolutionhadspread mainly in the north. The Catholics were joined by
Liberals in their opposition to the kingThis unusual coalition coined the Belgian state slogan,
0Strength through Unityo.

Initially , the protests came down to demands for more
rights and more autonomy. Butvhen the Dutch king
would not meet the requests of the regiothese
proteststurned into a revolution aimed at achieving the
independence of the territory. Quite romantically, the
revolution was sparked by a performance of the opera
La Muette de Porti¢lThe Mute Girl of Portici) of the
French composer Daniel Auber on 25 August 1830 in
Brussels. The opera tells the story of the Italian
uprising against the Spanish masters intl¢entury

: Naples. An emotionally charged crowidcensed by the
famous duetAmoursacr@Ie la patri€Sacred Love of the Homelandtormed into the streets and
occpied government buildings. Over the next weeks, the revolution spread. There was also fighting,
but the Dutch army withdrew on 27 September to avoid further bloodshBittfred Gustave
Wappers,Episode de Révolutiomelge, dgsurnéede septembre3@8Royal Museum of Fine Arts of
Belgium)

Following the revolution of 1830, the southern provinces of the Netherlands proclaimed their

independence, established an interim government in Brussels and elected a national assembly (based

on tax suffrage- sane 30,000 men). The constitution of Belgium was proclaimed on 7 February
1831. It established a modern parliamentary monarchy with considerable legislative power in the
hands of the Chamber of Representatives and the Senate, while the king had to vegiftp laring

them into force. Over time, the two houses of parliament, which still exist today, acquired more
power. On 4 June 1831, Leopold I, prince of S@uaburg and Gotha, was proclaimed the first king

of Belgium. He had to take a constitutional oathdccede to the throne, as all his successors would
do.

Over the coming decades, rifts agto appear betwee
the Walloons anadhe Flemish who fought for the right
to speak and use Dutch. In the 1870s and 1880s, Du
was recognised as an official larmge andintroduced
into usein administrative matters and schools, althoug
Frenchremained dominantin the 1930s, the existence dit
three language areasDutch, French and Germard was
acknowledged, but their boundaries were fluid, dependi
on the outomes of national censuses. However,
1962/1963, the linguistic boundaries between these thr
areas and a fourthbilingual French/Dutch area in
Brussels were legally delineated. Since then, they cal
changed onIy by amending the respective laws vathwo-third parliamentary majorlty (Pictured
bilingual signs in Brussels

Bel gi umds begahevithaathangeinh iegional economic fortunes. For a long time, the
French-speaking south was economically more prosperand the Walloons dominatepolitics and
society. This began to change in the late 1950s. The profitability of coal mining, steel makidg
other traditional industries such as glass, sla@d textiles, the majority of which were located in
southern Belgium, declined in the 136 At the same timethe Flemish northern part, investing in

www.esiweb.org



6 Communicating Europe ManBalgium

trade, IT and service industriestarted to take off economicallyrhis led to demands by Flemish
politicians for more political rights and more autonomy.

Today, there is a clear norteouth dvide in Belgium GDP per capita is more than 40% higher in
Flanders than in Wallonia (31,700 EUR vs. 22,600 EUR), while unemployme60%% lower: the
rate is Flanders is 4.8% compared with an unemployment rate of 12% in Wallonia.

However,despitevery high unemploymenin Brusselsthe Belgian capitais extremely rich with a
GDP of 60,200 EUR per inhabitant. This makes it the thiridhest region in the EU, just after Inner
London and Luxembourg and before Hamburg in Germany, Prague in the Czech Reauiollle
de France in the centre of Pafi©verall, Belgium is the ®richest EU member staté.

GDP per capita in Belgium (2007)°

GDP per inhabitant
(in Q)
Wallonia 22 600
Flanders 31700
BrusselsCapital 60 200
Belgium average 31 500
EU 27 average 24 900
Highest national GDP per capita in the EU (Luxemburg) 78 100
Lowest national GDP per capita in the EU (Bulgaria) 3800

Unemployment in Belgium (4 quarter 2009)¢

Wallonia 12%
Flanders 4.8%
BrusselsCapital 16.5%
Belgium average 8.1%
EU 27 average 9.4%

The maincause oBrussel® p r o s the fact thayalmost a third of its population of just over 1
million people are foreign citizens (27%@mongthese foreigners, 164,327 (60%prae from other
EU member states. They workt the EU institutions which pay its servants very welbr any of
their sub-contractors and hundreds of consultancies, associatatsinterest groups.

Based on power purchasing standard. Eurostat Newsrelease, Regional GDP per inhabitant in 2007, 18
February 2010, dittp://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY PUBLIT3022016AP/EN/1-
18022016AP-EN.PDFE

Eurostat, GDP per capita in power purchasing standard (2009), Tables, Graphs and Maps Interface, at
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/graph.do?tab=graph&plugin=1&pcode=tsieb010&language=en
Eurostat Newsrelease, Regional GDP per inhabitant in 2007, 18 Februaryt2010, a
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY PUBLIT3022016AP/EN/1-18022016AP-EN.PDE
BelgianDirectorateGeneralfor Statistics and Economiaformation at
http://statbel.fgov.be/fr/statistiques/chiffres/travailvie/emploi/index.jsp

All population figures are from thRelgianDirectorateGeneralfor Statistics and Economic

Information Population et ménages, Population étrangére au 1.1.22088, at
http://statbel.fgov.be/fr/binaries/p202y2006_fr tcm3EB292.pdf
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Bel gi umds popul ation &8 data from Januar
Belgium Brussels Flanders Wallonia
Capital

Tot al Population 10,511,382 1,018,804 6,078,600 3,413,978
Belgian citizens 9,610,909 745,111 5,764,398 3,101,400
Foreign citizens 900,473 273,693 314,202 312,578

(8.6%) (27%) (5.2%) (9.2%)
Foreigners from other EU countries

| 614,197 | 164,327 | 200,569 | 249,301

Foreigners from enlargement countries
Albania 2,256 926 866 464
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1,077 143 571 363
Croatia 719 160 277 282
Macedonia 2,360 1,122 819 419
Serbia and Montenegro 7,781 2,019 4,225 1,537
Turkey 39,664 10,939 18,982 9,78

1.3  The reforms since 1970
The first four articles of the Belgian constitut
The first four articles of the Belgi an Constitution:
Article 1
Belgium is a federal State composed of Communities and Regions.
Article 2
Belgium is composed of three Communities: The French Community,
Flemish Community and the Germaspeaking Community.
Article 3
Belgium is composed of three regions: The Walloon Region, the Fle
Region and the Brussels Region.
Article 4
Bdgium has four linguistic regions: The Frenetpeaking region, the Duteh
speaking region, the bilingual region of Bruss€apital and the German
speaking region. (...)
Please note that depending on whether the language in which the Cq
written is French, Dutch or German, the respective Community and H
mentioned first
8 Belgian Directoratéseneral for Statistics and Economic InformatiBopulation et ménages,
Population étrangére au 1.1.2008008, ahttp://statbel.fgov.be/fr/binaries/p203@6 fr tcm326
39292.pdf

www.esiweb.org
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This structure is the result of five waves of constitutional reforms over the last 40 years.

Before these reforms could begime first stepwas the creation ofour linguistic regions (Dutch,
French, German and Brussels as a Dutch/French bilingual region) and the legal delineation of their
boundaries in 1962/1963.

The reforms then started in 1970 with the establishment of the three cultural communities
Flemish French and German following Flemish demands for cultural autonomy. This reform also
laid the basis for the creation of three separate economic regions (Flanders, WalotiBrussels),
though this economic reform did not take place until the 1980s

The second reform took place 198Q when the cultural communities became simply the
oCommunitiesod with increased competencies in th
individual (social services, healthcare, etc.). Two Regions, Wallonid&amdlers, were established in

response to requests for more economic autonomy by Walloons, who were keen to administer public
investments aimed at restructuring the steel industry, and by Francophone inhabitants of Brussels.

Both the Communities and the Bins had their own governments and parliaments (Councils)
(Pictured below The sign of t he GsEmxeeackuitn gv e Cioofuperinh & y Ger
Immediately followingthe reform, the authorities of the Flemish Community and Flanders Region
merged, sdhat there is now one government and one Council.

As a result of the third state reform in 1988 and 1989, the
institutional setup of Brussel€Capital Region was completed

so that Belgiumds t hiwitditsRengi on b
Council (parliament and a government. In addition, new
competencies were transferred to the Regions, such as
transportation and public works, and the Communities acquired
responsibility for education.

"' The fourth reform in 1993 further increased the powers of the
Communities and Regions. The first article of the Belgian

constitution, which formerly r e a d , oBel gium 1is
Provincesog, became: oBel gium i s
Communities and Regions©oé. El ectio

enable citizens to directhelect their representatives to the
e Councils/parliaments of the Regions and Communities. The
first direct electlons for these parllaments took place in May 1995.

The most recent reform in 2001 gave the Regional authorities even more powers (in thedields
agriculture, fisheries, foreign trade, development cooperation, electoral expansessafinancing of
political parties). They were also given the

responsibility of organisng all elections below
the federal level. Additionally, this reform
amended th distribution of seats and required
majorities in the parliament of Brussels in orde]
to guarantee the representation of the Flemigh
minority. (On the right: dairy farming in the
Belgian Ardennes9EC.)

Since 2007, there has been a discussion on
need for a sixth reform, which should, among
other issues solve the problems related to thg
status of t he e | e-ddlles
Vil voor dédow( see box

www.esiweb.org
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Box: The case of Brussel8Halle-Vilvoorde (BHV)

BrusselsHalle-Vilvoorde is one of 11
electoral districts in Belgium. It is the only
electoral district that includes portions ¢
two Regions (Flanders and BrusseTsapital)
and two linguistic regions (Flemish ang
bilingual). Al other electoral districts arg
located within the boundaries of the
economic and linguistic regions. Ea
electoral district elects a number of
representativesto the Federal Parliamen
which is proportional to its population
s  (between 4 and 24)

Tl
Foto: Guy Debognies y“

The dispute about Brusseldalle-Vilvoorde
goes back to 1962 whentieoundari es of Bel giumds fou
the size of Brussels became an issue. It was decided to limit the number of municipaliti
make up Brussel® 19, so that Brussels and its mainlyrancophone population, which w.
expeted to grow, would not spread into the Flemish countrysiaed then claim it(Pictured:
the townhall of Halle.)

However, the population of six municipalities the outskirts of Brusselgcludeda substantial
number of Francophonedetween 30% and %6° The Belgian Prime Minister Theo Lefévr
suggested adding these municipalities to Brussels, which the Flemish, not surpris
rejected. I n 1966, a compromi se was re

French speakers in these six maigialities ad a numberof other municipalitieswith sizable
Francophone, Dutcispeaking or Germaspeaking minorities® Today, a total of 27
municipalities across Belgium benefit from language facilitation. This means that the lang
of the linguistic ninority can be used in certain administrative exchanges and in prin|
schools.

5= ¥ beel
daal W Oppem
[5t.- Drogenbas T
Leeuw
Gooik H:E-%M -
(=0 Pﬂ— Ed u = hﬂl"
aarde; Pi == - l,
L4 Ro
erne Y Halle

According to the last linguistic census from T9Zhis was the last linguistaensus undertaken. When

a new census was to be carried out in the early 1960s, the Flemish opposed it. Since then, linguistic
censuses have bebanned in Belgium.

1966 Laws on the Use of Languages in Administrative Matter:
http://www.juridat.be/cqi_loi/loi_F.pl?cn=1966071831

10
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The 1966 laws also envisageme single electoral gistomprising the 19 municipalities thg
make up Brussels, the six municipalities with language facilitation, as well as anoth
Flemish municipalities located in the Halllvoorde area. This electoral district was simp,
called Brussels#ialle-Vilvoorde. BHV is also a single judicial district, giving its residents {
right to conduct court affairs in either French or Dutch.

The electoral district Brussels -Halle-Vilvoorde

Today, residents of taBHV electoral district can choose whether to vote ferancophone or
Flemish party representatives in national and European elections. This means
Francophone parties can campaign in the Flemish parts of Brustals-Vilvoorde and gain
votes there, while Flemish parties do not have such an opportamiyywhere in Wallonia.

Flemish parties are proposing to split BHV to create two electoral districts: one woul
Brussels and the other ongould bethe Flanders ProvinceFlemish Braband (comprising
Halle-Vilvoorde and Leuven). Francophone partiesergjthis solution, fearing for the politicg
representation of the French speakers in Hallidvoorde, the loss of votegnd a deepenin
separation of the country.

Some Francophone parties advocate merging the six municipalities with language faili
with BrusselsCapital, arguing that the number of Francophones has steadily growi
reflected by the numbers of voters for Francophone parties in theselamasthe number o
people submitting their tax declarations in Fren&éhThis again has led t@laims by Flemish
that the Francophones are secretly condoning the separation of Belgium and only tryi
create oO0a <corridoro from Brussels to
independent Wallonia.

Despite a2002 re-organisation of the lectoral districts to bring them in line with the
bowundaries of the ProvincesBHV remained unchanged: the Flemish Provingdemish
Brabant remained cut in two. On 26 May 2003, the Constitutional Court annulled s
provisions of the new electoral law amconstitutional, including provisions related t
BrusselsHalle-Vilvoorde13

Since then there have been fruitless negotiations over the BHV issue. In 2005, then H
Minister Guy Verhofstadt failed to hammer out an agreement despite several roun
negotiations. Disappointed, he requested, and won, a vote of confidence by the parliame
the problem was put on hold until the next elections in June 2007. Following the nat
elections in June 2007, it took more than half a year to form an mteyovernment, agair
partly due disagreements over the fate of BHV.

The search for a solutiohasremainedunsuccessfulln April 2010, the government collapse
the Flemish liberal party VLD (Open Flemish Liberals and Democrats) withdrew fi
governmentas no solution had been found for BHV bpraviously agreedipondeadline.

11

12

13

FDF (Fédéralistes démocrates Francophones, ticpbjparty), website on Brussedhalle-Vilvoorde,
Combien de francophones habitent dans les 35 communes-§é\ate?, at
http://www.bruxelleshalvilvorde.be/spip.php?article10

Francophone de Bruxellelses communes "a facilités" de moins en moins flamaadles
http://www.francophonedebruxelles.com/2010/0tdesnmunedacilitesde-moinsen.html

As mentioned in footnote numberl@guistic censuses have been banned in Belgium since the 1960s

due to Flemish opposition. The last linguistic census took place in 1947.

Cour dbdartitrage, Ar r ° bttp:#wovw.comsBour@/public/if003/2063 ma i

073f.pdf

www.esiweb.org

200


http://www.bruxelleshalvilvorde.be/spip.php?article10
http://www.francophonedebruxelles.com/2010/01/les-communes-facilites-de-moins-en.html
http://www.const-court.be/public/f/2003/2003-073f.pdf
http://www.const-court.be/public/f/2003/2003-073f.pdf

Communicating Europe ManBelgium 11

As a result ofthe five waves ofeforms, the Federal State, the Communities and the Regions are
legally on an equal footing with each other, butaintain responsibility over dierent areagsee
p.20).

The Provinces represent the government level below them. While the Provinces used to report to
the central state, since 1993 theyave reported to the Federal, Regional and Community
governments depaling on the issue at hand.

At the bottom of the pyramid are the municipalitiesohmungd_ike the Provinces, they are under
the supervision of the Federal, Community and Regional authorities.

B e | g i admirbsiative structure

Linguistic German French Bilingual region | Dutch
regions (with | linguistic linguistic Brussels Capital linguistic
defined borders) | region region Regions
Federal level Federal Parliament and Federal Government
Communities German French 0Commun Flemish
speaking Community Commi s si ( Community
Community Brussels
Regions Walloon Region BrusselsCapital | Flanders Region
Region
Provinces 5 Provinces - 5 Provinces
Municipalities 262 19 308
(6commun

1.4  The 13 June 2010 general elections

On 13 June 2010, early fadé elections were held in Belgium following the collapse of the
government in April 20104 The big winner was the New Flemish AlliancBlieuwViaamse Alliantie

- N-VA) led by Bart De Wever. It won 27 seats in the 158at Chamber of Representatives, the
lower house of the federal parliaménRoughly a third of all Flemish voted for thedVVA.

Like everything elsén Belgium voting is divided: there are 11 electoral districts that elect a certain
number of deputiegproportional to their populatioh to the federal parliament. Except Brussels
Halle-Vilvoorde, all districts are within Flanders or Wallonia. Parties rarely campaign across the
linguistic boundaries and do not appear on the ballots there.

The N-VA is a relative newcomempromising to further ieform the state in favour of Flemish
autonomy. It advocates more rights for the Regigreaticularly fiscal and financial, lower transfers
from Flanders to Wallonia, and a confederation, arguing that the federal level is no longer

14 The collapse was due to the fact that the BHV issue had not been resolved by a deadline that had been
agreed previously. As a resuttie Open VLD (Flemish Liberal party) withdrew from the coalition.
15 In the previous elections in 2007, the M\did not run independently, but put up a few candidates with

the Flemish Christiaslbemocrats; 5 made it into the Chamber.
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functional. Its campaiggs | ogan was: ONow dare change! 6 Howeve
gone out of his way to reassure the Francophones that he mesg@®iation®wards a confederation:
oevolution, not revolutiono.

While opinion polls indicated that the WA would do

wel |, the extent of votersod s
the Francophones, 6t hoas swhaosc kg a
thrgat dut al so 0% rrheyofelp or t uni
encouraged that they, too, had a clear winner: Elio Di

Rupo from the Socialist Parfyvhich won 26seatsd six

more than in the 2007 elections and ordye seat less

than the NVA (pictured: Elio Di Rupo on the right,

next to Didier Reynders, left, the outgoing Federal

Minister of Finances, MR) D Rupods main
promise was to restore stabilityn Belgium, but he also

pledged to revive the economy, look after workers and

maintain social protection.

The victory of these two very different politicians was a thuntdmsvn for the shaky Yves Leterme
government which washased on a-party coalition.It had taken Leterme more than half a year to

form an interim government after the 2007 elections, which subsequently resigned three times. The

first resignation was rejected by the kinghe second timghe king appointedh newprime minister,

Herman Vaa Rompuy, who then, however, became the President of the European Council, so that
Leterme came back.he third resignationin April 2010, led to new elections. In particular the
Francophone Liberal party ( MR) a rpdformes poontyime 6 s F |
the June elections, which translated into the loss of 5 Chamber seats for each party. For the CD&V,

this was the worst election result in its history (17.5 percéeft).

However, votersapparentlywere not fed upmerelywi t h t h e g iostakilitynPaeditst &
believe that they also punished it for its inability to find solutioio the BHV issue (see box qnd)

and to calls for further state reform, and for its lacklustre reaction to the financial and eéonom
crises.

The big question is now whether De Wever and Di Rupo can change tack. Peter Vandermeersch,
editor-in-chief of the Flemish dailpe Standaatdvrote about this issue:

oDe Wever, who wants to reform ttabfastgghtuant ry,
strange couple. Di Rupo, the son of a poor immigrant and likely to be the first Francophone prime
minister since Leburton [prime minister in 1973/74]. De Wever, a historian who grew up in a
nationalist~Flemish environment and who [day an important role in the renewal of Belgium. If

these two manage to understand each other, our country will slowly come out of the institutione
dol drums into which it has been sinki®mg. I f ot

16 Olivier Mouton, Les cing enseigmaents du scrutin, In: Le Soir, 14 June 2010, at

http://www.lesoir.be/actualite/belgique/elect® 2010/20106-13/le-tsunantn-va-va-modifier-le-
visagedela-belgique775972.php

17 Bédrice Delvaux Un choc, une menace, une opportunité Le Soir,14 June 2010at
http://www.lesoir.be/debats/editos/2006-14/un-chocunemenaceuneopportunite775976.php
18 Béatrice Delvaux Un choc, une menace, une opportunité Le Soir,14 June 2010at

http://www.lesoir.be/debats/editos/2606-14/unchocunemenaceune-opportunite775976.php

Directorate General for the Institutions and the Population, 2010 election results:
http://elections2010.belgium.be/fr/cha/results/results_tab CKR00000.html

Peter Vander meersch, Historique!, In: Le Vif/LOEX
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De Weven We | | ,  h aprofiteer, veahd corrugtke gll the Wdbons just a biSocialist 6
Di Rupod He thatnastydjtsta bitFlemisto
Pierre Kroll, Le Soir, 16 June 2010ebsite:http://www.kroll.be/

On 14 June, King Albert Il launched consultations with all the party leaders to familiarise himself
with their positions and identify ainformateurThe task of the informateur it determinewhich
coalition(s) might beeasibé. The king then appoints formateuto assemblehe government. The
formateur is usually from the largest party and becomes the prime ministarA party leader Bart

De Wever, whom the king would normally consider for the post of prime minister, hasteyl this

position from the start, saying he would ooffer
serves as a guar ahThermedid ave speaulptedrthatrhe doaes nanwant to head
a government that imsatlékel yernoe f atithe okformateuradey @ipr

on 16 June. Itis likely thabi Rupo will be appointed formateur.

Flemish newspapers have welcomedVM &
victory aso hi st orical 6 a&n
It was the first time that a nostraditional

paty - neither ChristianDemocrat, nor
Liberal, nor Socialis® has receivedhe most
votes in Flanders. Yves Desmet from D
Mor gen call ed it ot
nationalism in d e mo ¢
N-VA with having brought down the right

wing Vlaams Belang( 6 FI emi s h

which has lost 5 seats in the Chamber
Representatives. InD e s mevievd, SNV A &

z La Libre Belgique De Wever éposé a «offrir» le poste de premier ministre a un francophone, 14 June

2010, athttp://www.lalibre.be/ati/elections2010/article/589369/dweverdisposea-offrir -le-poste
depremierministrea-un-francophone.html

De Morgen, 13 junioverzicht Vlaamse fantencommentaren, 14 June 2010, at
http://www.demorgen.be/dm/nl/2461/B&edachte/article/detail/1118471/2010/06/14j(dr#-
overzichtVlaamsekrantencommentaren.dhtmi
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success is due to the failure of LeterVigadds CD&V,
asDesmetclaims,the widespread percejan in Belgiumof De Wever aone oft h smaréest and most
intelligent politiciazof his generatio

Peter Vandermeersch froe Standaard i mp | y b e |verglarge parttofithe Flemish want
a thorough reform of the state and n®Puhdishger b
interpretN-VAG6s success al soestsaml ie&sphrmearets.td vote, ant.i

Once the king appoints a formateur, coalition negotiations are likely to last several weeks, possibly
unt i | August or September. This means that a
Presidency for quite a while.

Chamber of Representatives®

Parties % Seats
N-VA 17.40 27
Parti Socialiste (Wallooni 13.70 26 (+6)
Mouvement Reformateur (Liberal, Walloom) 9.28 18 (5)
CD&YV (ChristianDemocrat, Flemish; 10.85 17
SP.A (Socialist, Flemisim) 9.24 13
Open VLD (Liberal, Flemishi 8.64 13 (5)
Vlaams Belang (righiving, Flemish) 7.76 12 (5)
CDH (ChristianrDemocrat, Walloonj 5.52 9 (1)
Ecolo (Green, Walloon; 4.80 8
Groen (Green, Flemists) 4.38 5 (+1)
Lijst Dedecker (libertarian, Flemists 2.31 1(4)
Parti Populaire (rightwing, Walloon) 1.29 1

23

De Morgen, Yves DesmeDe man digedereen oppeuzeld#4 June 2010, at
http://www.demorgen.be/dm/nl/2462/Standpunt/article/detail/1118245/2010/06/ BB die-
iedereeroppeuzelde.dhtml

Nederlandstalige Krantencommentaren. 'Zware verantwoordelijkheid voor De Wever' 14 Jyrat 2010
http://www.standaard.be/artikel/detail.aspx?artikelid=DMF20100614 009&word=Peter+Vandermeersch

Le Point, Interview with Pascal Delwit, Professor at the Universite Libre de Bruxelles, 14 June 2010, at
http://www.lepoint.fr/monde/legislativesn-belgigueaucunechancequ-un-gouvernemensoit-forme
danslessemainegyui-viennent14-06-2010466473 24.ph.

DirectorateGeneral for the Institutions and the Population, Results for the Chamber of Representatives,
at http://elections2010.belgium.be/fr/cha/resuésiiits graph CKR00000.html
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Senata? (71 + 3 seats)

The table shows the 40 sea®5 for Flanders and5 for Walloniad that are to be filled based on the

election results. Another 21 deputies are elected by the parliaments of the three Communities (Fl¢

Francophone, Germas pe a ki ng)-q p tleédd @&a,r ewhicoh means t ha,tand
3 are the sons of the king, who, however, do not vote.

Parties | % | Seats Distribution of seats (40)
French electoral college

Parti Socialistem 13,62 7(+3)
Mouvement Reformateum | 9,27 | 4 (-2)
Ecolo (Green] 5,46 2
CDH (Christ-Dem.)m 5,13 2
Flemish electoral college

N-VA 19,61, 9
CD&YV (Christ-Dem.) 9,99 4
SP.A (Socialista 9,48 4
Open VLD (Liberal)m 8,24 4
Vlaams Belang 7,60 | 3(-2)
Groen (Green) 3,89 1

1.5  The main political parties

Since the creation of Belgium ir830 until the end of the X century, two political parties have
dominated Belgian politics: the Catholjgarty, which later transformed itself into a Christian
Democratic party, and the Liberal party. In the latet1®entury, these two parties were jad by the
Socialist party, which represented workersd inte

Until the June 2010 elections, these three political forces have run politics in Belgiitma bit of
input from the two green partieas well as nationalist parties in Flandek$owever,never before has
a Flemish nationalist party won as many voteshaet 0 New FIl emi sh Al l i anceo.

I n todayds Bel gi um, no major party is active a
including the Greens, are dividedtmat least twoparts, a Flenish and a Francophone party of the
same kind, and sometimes in three, when there is also a German version of the same party.

The three main parties split between 1968 and 1978: the Chridliamocrats separated in 1968, the
Liberals in 1972 and the Sotigts in 1978. Sometimes the two parties of the same political
orientation do not even share similar programmes and ideologies anymore, and their respective
members do not know each othéihe two greenparties Ecoloand Groen!are closer to each other:

they emerged in the late 1970s and early 1980s as separate parties, bhatreadvocatd the same

goals anddrmedone plitical group in the federal parliament.

Nonetheless, at the federal levitle parties usually form coalitions with their countenta from
across the linguistic divide. Before the recent election, a coalition between Chiidtianocrat and
Liberal parties from Flanders and Wallonia, as well as the Socialist Party from Wallonia, was in
power.

2 Directorate General for the Institutions and the population, results for the Senate, at

http://elections2010.belgium.be/fr/sen/seat/seat SEROGDAIO
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New Flemish Alliance - Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie

The NieuwVlammse Alliantie (NVA) was founded in autumn 2001, as a
“ A successor of the FlemisNolksuniea party that brought together
e lemish nationalists and then split up in a more conservative pairtye

N-VA - and a more lefbrientedwing. The N-VA described itself as a
democratic Flemish nationalist party which strives for an independent Flanders as a member of the
European Union. In the 2010 elections, it won around a third of the votes in Flanders and became
the strongest party in Belgium.

The partyds slogan during the 2010 election <ca
confederal form of government in Belgium, but stressed that this would be achieved through
negotiations with the Francophones. Major themes of the campaign inclilgdasedfiscal and
financi al autonomy for FIl andebts,, tthhe aadstidiuiton roefd
fair asylum policy, with faster procedures and a genuine refurn pokdyt h t he Fr ancoplht
blamed for having opened th#oor to immigration and expecting Flanders to pay for them), job

creation and the preservation of the social safety ##eEor that purpose, the NVA claims the

cr eat i BlemistoRepuhblic, as a member state of a democratic European éonfedalistite
existing Federal g&vernment to oOevaporate. o6

Regardingthe EU and enlargement, the-N'A states that it strives for EU membership for Flanders
since it considers the European Union the most appropriate mbrrel and Flanders the most

appropride microlevel30 We bel i eve in a Europe of nat-ions, 0
VA, respect for the diversity of | a&anhguages and c
The party opposes 0a new (wild)rieomdiarigeenendt lod ¢

and further development of higpual i ty Eur opllan isastcieatrignsadg.air
membership and instead advocates a privileged partnership with Tikyan interview, Frieda
Brepoels, a member of the EuropeanlRanent from the NVA, explains:

OWe were against the entry of Turkey from the
Bel ang, because they focus on the I slamic rel
individual isge, but we think that after the enlargement of Europe with ten, twelve new members, we firs
have to work on integration.

O0We want Europe not only as an econhomic area
Europe, a stronger Europe, onnasylu def enc e, energy and foreign
decisions in Europe because the countries are not on the same level of economic clout. We need muc
integration of the European Union, not expansion. Instead of further enlangantemtjeepening of

the EU. We have to work on that for the next decade.

OTurkey is a huge country, and if it entered i
all the consequences for this in the EU institutions. The finametéadaemaee gravely underestimated.
If you look at the Agriculture policy, with Turkey it is im@ossiele you see that the EU has to

% Website of the NVA, Programme of the NA for the 2010 general elections (in Dutch), at
http://www.nva.be/files/default/nva_imageskdonenten/verkiezingsprogramma%20N
VA%202010.pdf

Website of the NVA, at http://www.nva.be/english

Website of the NVA, at http://www.nva.be/english

31 Webste of the NVA, at http://www.nva.be/english

3 Website of the NVA, at http://www.nva.be/english

3 Website of the NVA, at http://www.nva.be/english
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organi se everything with only 1 % of GDP, i to
welcomeintheEH,én t hat means that you ne&d to be abl

Bart de Wever, 39, has been the president of th& AN since 2004Pictured, on

the left.) He has a degree in history from the Catholic University Leuven. He
joined the party in 200 when it was still calle®olksuniand quickly rose through

the ranks. He was a member if the Flemish parliament from 2004 to 2007 and then
a deputy in the Federal parliament of Belgium until 2009. When his party joined
the government of Flanders followg the regional elections of 2009, De Wever
decided to remain party president instead of occupying any ministerial post.
Contact:bart.dewever@sva.be

Socialist Party @ Parti Socialiste

The Socialist Pay of Wallonia has been the dominant party in Wallonia for

decades. The 2010 federal electionsafi@med its leadership: the SP won most

votes in Wallonia and became the secatibngest party in Belgium, right after

the N-VA. Its representatives also hd the governments of the Regions of

Wallonia and Brussel€apital, and of the French and Germapeaking
Communites.The PS main message dur iAnstapblet he 2
country and sustainable@sbs.

The party was founded in 1885 as tlrarti auvrier belger, in Dutch, Belgische Werkliedenpartij
(Bel gi an Weéalldwving ssféwv néhee rchanggs.and a split into a Francophone and a Dutch
party of the same kind in 1972, it became the PS in Wallonia. There is a German section in eastern
Belgium. The Flemish counterpart of the PS is call®dcialistische PartijAnderqSocialist Party
Differently, but it has never been as strong in Flanders as the PS in Wallonia.

Concerning EU enlargement, the PS is in favour of pursuing the processaniiv qualifiergs

Enl argement is undoubtedl y t The acoeptante ofptre Bakarf u |
countri es, as |l ong as they meet the Copenhage
Criminal Tribunal, responds torteed for stability in the immediate vicinity of Europe. But citizens for
whom geetrategic and security considerations are often distant, sometimes fear a lax attitude toward:
admissions and internal disruptions as a result of an enlargement @it Eitopefakt. They are

right. This is why the PS insists on:

- absolute respect of the Copenhagen criteria;

- absorption capacity, as regards both the institutional dimension (an efficient and democratic functionir
of the European Union) and fromaneani ¢ and soci al perspective sc
be applied to the newcomers and that the European social model does not suffer from it;

- rejection of any negative decision in response to an application for EU membership tieat would be ba:
on cultural or ¥eligious considerations. 6

Contact: General Secretariat, Boulevard de I'Empereur 13, 1000 Brussels, T +32 (2) 254 3223,
WwWw.ps.besecretariat@ps.be
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EU election campaign, blog chen MEP candi dat e NoelrdmetheANvAh at O6Sul |
http://noelleanneosullivan.wordpress.com/2009/05/&¢no-future-for-belgiumflandersshouldbe
anindependentunationstate/

Programme of the Socialist Party for the June ZBdl@ian nationaklectionsat

http://www.ps.be/ _iusr/programme 2010 version_finale.pdf

Programme of the Socialist Party for the June 2009 Eurdpadiamentlectionsat
http://www.ps.be/_iusr/programmepsunioneuropeenneelections2009. géf

Programme of the Socialist Party for the June 2009 Eurdpadiamentlectionsat

http://www.ps.be/ _iusr/programmepsunioneuropeenneelections2009. géf
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