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ABOUT THIS MANUAL
In 2009 the Czech Republic commemorates no less than five anniversaries:
Sixty years ago - on 15th March 1939 the Germans took possession of Prague Castle – the culmination
of their annexation of Czechoslovakia. On 9 May 1945, Soviet troops entered Prague – on 28
February 1948 the communists seized power which they were to hold for 41 years.
Twenty years ago - on 17 November 1989 the Velvet Revolution that led
to the fall of communism began.
Left- Vaclav Havel in November 1989 addressing the crowd in
Wenceslas Square.
Ten years ago - on 13 March 1999 - the Czech Republic joined NATO – just six years after the Velvet
Divorce with Slovakia.
Five years ago - on 1 May 2004 - the country joined the EU - one of ten new members – including
Slovakia - as part of the “big bang” EU enlargement.
From 1 January 2009 the Czech Republic held the EU Presidency under the slogan of “Europe
without barriers.“ The country is one of the foremost advocates of enlargement in the whole EU.
Who shapes the debate on the future of EU enlargement in the Czech Republic today as the country?
This manual aims to answer this question by introducing the key people and key institutions. It starts
with a summary of core facts about the Czech Republic.
Much space is given to the vibrant media landscape, from TV, radio and print media to internet-based
media.
It also describes the most important interest groups, the key Government institutions, the current
government, parliament and the main political parties.
Any debate in a vibrant democracy is characterised by a range of views. Nonetheless, when it comes
to Czech views on EU enlargement, the people included in this manual are certainly among the most
influential.
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THE CZECH REPUBLIC AT A GLANCE
Population:

10.2 million

Area:

78,866 sq km

Capital:

Prague (1.2 million inhabitants)

Other major cities:

In Moravia: Brno (388,596), Ostrava (325,827), Olomouc
(106,278). In Bohemia: Plzeň (171,908)

GNP per capita:

$ 17,110 per head; $ 24,480 in purchasing power parity

President:

Václav Klaus (to 2013)

Prime Minister:

Jan Fischer was proposed on 5 April 2009 as the prime
minister to head the interim government until elections in mid
October. He was previously head of the Czech Statistical
Bureau. Jan Fischer is an independent. He was a member of
the Communist party between 1980 and 1989. He replaced
Mirek Topolánek.

Key Ministers on EU policy:

Deputy PM for European Affairs:
Foreign Minister:
First Deputy Foreign Minister:

Current Government:

Interim Government from May 9 2009 until elections in mid
October 2009.

Alexandr Vondra
Karel Schwarzenberg
Tomáš Pojar

The outgoing coalition of the Civic Democrats (ODS),
Christian Democrats (KDU-CSL) and Greens (SZ) lost a
confidence vote on 24 March 2009.
National legislature:

The lower house, the Chamber of Deputies has 200 members.
The parties:
Civic Democrats (ODS) led by Mirek Topolanek.
Christian Democrats (KDU-CSL) led by Jiří Čunek.
The Greens (SZ) led by Martin Bursík.
Social Democrats (CSSD) led by Jiří Paroubek.
The Communists (KSČM) led by Vojtěch Filip.
*Not all MPs vote with their party – up to 4 CSSD MPs, and 2
each from ruling ODS. 2 Greens left their party on 8 March
2009.
The upper house, the Senate has 81 members, of which 27 are
elected every 2 years.
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MEDIA

This section provides an overview of relevant Czech media, editors and journalists with an interest in
the Western Balkans and EU issues. Most of these journalists speak English.
1.

TV and radio

The most important political and news programmes:
Czech TV1 (CT1)

Události – news

1900 Daily

Czech TV2 (CT2)

Události, komentáře

2230 Mon-Fri

CT24

24 hour rolling news
Questions from Václav Moravec
Top political talk show

1200 Sundays

Nova

Televizní Noviny

1930 Daily

Prima

Zprávy TV Prima

1855 Daily

Sunday Duel Talk Show

1300 Sundays

Z1 TV

New 24 hour digital/online news
Interview BT discussion show

TV Barrandov

2135 Mon-Thu
20:00Main News

CZECH TELEVISION/CESKÁ TELEVIZE (CT)
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/

The Czech public broadcaster (CT), based at Kavči Hory (Prague 4), has four TV
channels: two mainstream channels (CT 1 and CT 2), a sports cable channel (CT4)
and since May 2005 CT24, a 24 hour news channel. Overall, CT retains a 30%
audience share. CT’s news and interview programmes remain one of the key places
for national political debate. Unlike many public broadcasters like BBC or ARD,
Czech TV and Czech Radio are run as separate entities.

www.esiweb.org
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Senior Management:
(Images copyright: CT).

The General Director is Jiří Janeček, a former presenter of the main evening
news. E-mail: jiri.janecek@ceskatelevize.cz. The position is subject to an
election in 2009. Jiří Janeček is standing for a second term.

The News Director is Milan Fridrich
E-mail: milan.fridrich@ceskatelevize.cz

CT News Department:
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ct/lide/redakcezpravodajstvi/index.php
Editor in Chief: Michal Petrov
Michal Petrov has been the editor in chief of CT News since 2004. He worked
previously for the BBC Czech radio service. Before its closure in 2006 the BBC
Czech Service was a major development centre for Czech journalists. Michal
Petrov has also worked as Foreign Editor at the Týden weekly, and before that as
Home News Editor at Frekvence 1 radio station. He originally started his TV
career at CT working on foreign news, becoming the CT Correspondent in
Germany. With his Bulgarian roots he has a personal interest in SE Europe.
E-mail: michal.petrov@ceskatelevize.cz
Deputy Editor in Chief and Foreign Editor: Martin Řezníček
Martin Řezníček is one of two Deputy Editors in Chief> he is also in charge of
foreign news. He is also one of the output editors of the Události nightly news
programme at 1900. He heads a staff of over 20 Prague based reporters and 10
foreign correspondents. Martin Řezníček joined CT as Foreign Editor in 2006
after ten years as an editor at the BBC Czech Service.
E-mail:martin.reznicek@ceskatelevize.cz Tel: + 420 26113 5201/1589
Deputy Foreign Editor: Jakub Szántó. He is also one of
the programme editors of the Události main news. He is an
experienced foreign correspondent; he reported from
Georgia in August 2008. Jakub Szántó first joined Czech TV
in 2006 after working for eight years as a foreign news
reporter, foreign editor and programme producer at the
commercial
channel
TV
Nova.
E-mail:
jakub.szanto@ceskatelevisze.cz
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CT runs an integrated news operation feeding its news programmes on CT1 and CT2 and the 24 hour
news channel, CT24. CT takes international video from the EVN (Eurovision), Permanent News
Exchange and EVN live event feeds, and also from Reuters TV and APTN news agencies.
It also exchanges material with the private channels Markíza and the TA3 news channel in Slovakia.
In Poland, CT works closely with TVP - Polish public TV, and TVN24 news channel. CT’s biggest
bureau is Brussels – with two correspondents and two cameramen. It has been considering opening
one more bureau – either in Belgrade or in Jerusalem. CT currently has seven Correspondents in
Europe:
Berlin
Hana Scharffová
hana.scharffova@ceskatelevize.cz
(All photos from CT).

Bratislava
Olga Baková
olga.bakova@ceskatelevize.cz

Brussels

Barbora Šámalová
barbora.samalova@ceskatelevize

Eva Hrnčířová
eva.hrncirova@ceskatelevize.cz

Košice
Ladislav Kerekeš
ladislav.kerekes@ceskatelevize.cz;
kerekes.l@netkosice.sk

www.esiweb.org
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Warsaw
Miroslav Karas czechtv@ikp.pl

Vienna
Jan Moláček
jan.molacek@ceskatelevize.cz

There are also CT Correspondents in Beijing, Moscow and Washington.
Balkans coverage:
Karel Rožánek, CT’s Balkans specialist, has worked in the region
for a number of years. He is based in Prague where he covers
military and defence issues. On 7 November 2008 he interviewed
Serbian President Boris Tadić.
E-mail: karel.rozanek@ceskatelevize.cz
http://www.ct24.cz/blogy/reporter-rozanek-na-miste/

The Main evening news
The peak-time evening news is one of the most heavily contested time-slots between Czech TV and
its main commercial rival, TV Nova. CT’s main nightly newscast, Události is broadcast from 19001940. It is the main source of international TV news for many Czechs. However, many viewers switch
to the populist Nova TV’s Televizní Noviny at 19.30. TV Nova has consistently maintained the
commanding lead that it established immediately after its launch in 1994.
The viewing shares for the main newscasts for 11 November 2008:
CT
11.4%
TV Nova
28.7%
TV Prima
8.4%
www.mediaresearch.cz.
Události is available online: http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/vysilani/1097181328-udalosti/
CT 1 also runs news and interviews during its breakfast show “Studio 6” which runs from 0600 to
0830, and news bulletin at 1200 and regional news from 1800-1825.
Reportéři ČT is CT1’s flag-ship current affairs programme. It is on CT1 on Mondays at 21:30.
Reportéři ČT covers mostly domestic stories with some foreign stories with a Czech angle. It focuses
on hot political, economic and social issues. It tries to win exclusive interviews and or human interest
www.esiweb.org
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angles. It has a reputation for breaking news stories and for controversial coverage. It sometimes
challenges the Government - on March 16 2009 it broadcast new allegations of financial malpractice
by Jiří Wolf, a former Social Democrat MP - despite direct pressure from an associate of the Prime
Minister.
Marek Wollner is the Chief Reporter and lead Presenter. He has worked for ten
years at CT.
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/

Události, komentáře (U.k) – News and Commentary, CT2’s main news-analysis programme is
broadcast on CT2 at 2230 on week-nights, and simulcast on CT24. It is a thirty-five minute news and
discussion programme covering domestic and international issues – politics, business and culture.
The Události, komentáře U.k team.
Pavlína Kvapilová
Daniela Drtinová
Jakub Železný
Martin Veselovský
Jan Rozkošný
Jakub Knězů

Head of U.k.
Moderator
Moderator
Moderator
Programme editor
Programme editor

Pavlína Kvapilová is chief of the Událostí komentáře team and is responsible
for creating its new format. She worked as Brussels Correspondent for Czech
radio from 2003-2005. Before she worked for Czech Radio in Prague, covering
economic and political issues, and as a presenter, from 1995-2003.
E-mail: pavlina.kvapilova@ceskatelevize.cz

Jan Rozkošný, a Programme-Editor, joined CT in 2007 to work as an editor at
CT24 and U.k. He worked at the BBC Czech service from 1998-2005.
E-mail: jan.rozkosny@ceskatelevize.cz

Two Europe-related programmes made by CT in 2007 were repeated on CT2 in December 2008 –
Kvarteto, a monthly programme comprising video reports from the 4 countries of the Visegrad
process, on Fridays at 1620.

www.esiweb.org
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Ourselves in Europe. U nás v Evropě, a video-magazine programme looking at
how ordinary people live in Europe, went out on Mondays at 1450.

CT Programmes covering the Balkans:
In March 2009 CT2 ran documentary programmes on the history of Yugoslavia:
Titova cesta
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/program/1031756122-15.03.2009-20:55-2-titova-cesta.html
A Slovene documentary co-production including interviews with Tito’s closest collaborators and
archive. It was directed by Janja Glogovac, a graduate of the Czech film school, FAMU, originally
produced for Slovene and Czech Television.
Historie.eu
As part of series of history programmes covering the history of the Czech Republic
and the EU produced by Cestmir Franek , Historie.eu looks at significant moments
in modern European history and their impact on Czechoslovak and Czech history. It
was first shown on ČT2 in Spring 2009 on Thursdays at 21:00. One programme in
March 2009 focused on the future of the Balkan region.
The presenter and the screenwriter of Historie.eu is Vladimir Kucera.
Details of all European related programmes on CT are available at:
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/specialy/eu/program.php
CT24 CZECH TV’S 24 HOUR ROLLING NEWS CHANNEL
www.ct24.cz
CT 24 has established a reputation for competent 24 hours news coverage and
reportage in the three years since its launch. It is available to 1.4 million
households – 35% of Czech viewers via cable and satellite.
There are two editors of the day in charge of CT24 output each day. The Foreign News Desk has a
small “cell” of staff in the CT24 newsroom co-ordinating international coverage from Eurovision, the
agencies and CT’s staff correspondents and stringers.
The top Sunday interview programme: Questions from Václav Moravec:
CT 24 and CT1 at 12 noon on Sundays.
Questions from Václav Moravec, (QVM) presented by Václav Moravec
since 2005 is arguably now the country’s top political talk-show. It
consists of interviews in the studio or down-the-line from other studios.
Occasionally there are interviews from the field, for example, from Kabul
in October. QVM interviews are routinely quoted in Monday’s press.
www.esiweb.org
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Václav Moravec also presents a radio interview show from Mondays to Thursdays at 1800 on Radio
Impuls, called Impulses from Václav Moravec. He was an editor and moderator at the BBC Czech
service from 2001 until its closure in 2006.
European-orientated programmes on CT24:
European News – Evropské události
CT’s main European related show is Evropské události, a weekly programme comprising video
reports and interviews. It covers the main European stories in a longer form than the coverage on the
main news shows. It is first broadcast at 1530 on Saturdays on CT24. It takes material from CT
reporters in Prague, its European Correspondents and pictures from the Eurovision network and the
news agencies. The lead presenter is Zdeněk Velíšek - also a regular commentator in the press. There
are also two programme producer-presenters, Eva Pláničková and Adam Kautsky E-mail:
adam.kautsky@ceskatelevize.cz

Eva Pláničková
E-mail: eva.planickova@ceskatelevise.cz

Zdeněk Velíšek
E-mail: zdenek.velisek@ceskatelevize.cz
The programme is available on CT's website.
The programme archive is at http://www.ct24.cz.

Adresa střední Evropa – Central European Magazine (CEM)
CEM a weekly news magazine programme was due to come to the end of its run in 2008. It covered
stories of interest for people in Central Europe. CEM has been broadcast from CT’s Brno studio on
CT24 on Saturday mornings at 10:30. Contact: cem@ceskatelevize.cz

CT24 programmes can be watched online at:
http://www.ct24.cz/

www.esiweb.org
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THE COMMERCIAL CHANNELS
TV Nova
TV Nova has been the most-watched TV channel in the
Czech Republic since its launch in 1994. It has an
audience share of around 40%. It shows a popular mix of
game shows, US TV series, Hollywood movies and
domestic films. It is owned – for the second time – by
the US company, CME (Central Europe Media
Enterprises), which has wrested control from its
controversial Czech founding partner, Vladimír Železný
after a series of intense and bitter court battles.
Petr Dvořák has been the General Director of TV Nova since 2003.
(Pictured left).
Contact: +420 233 100 111
The Programme Director is David Stogel, an American. He rejoined TV
Nova in 2006. Between 1993 and 1997, he was Development Director for
CME. In 1994, he helped launch TV NOVA in the Czech Republic, and in
1995, he initiated CME’s development of PRO TV, Romania’s leading TV
station. Telephone: +420 233 100 141
The Editor in Chief of TV Nova News Department is Martin Ondráček
(pictured left). Tel: +420 267 072 935

All Nova pictures are copyright: Nova TV:

TV Nova boasts that it has one of the most high-tech
news production centres in Europe at its centre at
Kříženeckého námestí (Prague 5).
Televizní noviny, (TN) Nova’s main news at 19.30
is watched, on average, by 2.3 million people. The
news-sports news-weather belt from 1930-2000 is
the most watched programme-slot on all channels
with ratings of 30% - more than double that of its
rivals.
TN is deliberately tabloid in style, with a strong focus on covering dramatic domestic stories. Its
limited foreign coverage is mostly based on news agency video. The afternoon news, Odpolední
Televizní noviny claims an audience of 750,000. Na vlastní oči (With Your Own Eyes), an
investigative journalistic show, claims an average audience of 1,075,000.
TV Nova has CME-owned sister stations in Croatia (Nova TV), Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and
Ukraine.
TV Nova’s predominance is increasingly being challenged and the 46.83% peak-time audience share
achieved during 2007 is unlikely to continue for much longer. TV Nova’s main commercial TV rival
TV Prima will benefit from the switchover to digital broadcasting which will increase its audience
www.esiweb.org
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reach from 75% to 99% of Czech households by 2011. In addition, a new competitor, a new digital
commercial nationwide broadcaster, TV Barrandov began broadcasting in January 2009.
Total Audience Total Audience share
3rd Q 2007
share 3rd Q 2008
Nova
39.4%
42.1%
Prima
17.8
17.2
CT1
16.6
19.7
CT2
8.1
7.6
Figures
from
CME
http://www.cetv-net.com/en/investors/ratings-3q-2008.shtml
The CME media group has been expanding its web presence in the Czech Republic. In May 2008 it
launched the tabloid web-site www.tn.cz, complete with stripping newscasters for “Red News.”
Their target is to get www.tn.cz into the top ten Czech websites by the end of 2008. The editor of
www.tn.cz is Zdeněk Šámal, a former editor of CT News.
TV Nova has announced its plan to launch a Czech version of YouTube. YouTube has launched its
own Czech site. The country’s biggest web-server Seznam already has its own popular video site
“Stream”: www.stream.cz.
TV Prima
TV Prima is the second national commercial TV channel. It began as a
regional station. It will only have full national broadcasting reception after
the digital switchover is completed in November 2011. Prima’s General
Director is Marek Singer, who has worked previously as senior marketing
executive for Unilever and for Karlovy Vary mineral water.
The Programme Director is Gordon Lovitt, a Briton, who speaks
fluent Czech. He has also worked for CT and for Romanian TV.
Tel: + 420 266 700 331 A (Secretary - Jana Klimešová). He is
leading TV Prima’s strategy to target a younger audience.
o
target
a
tel: 266 700 331

younger

audiencesistentka:

Jana

Klimešová

Gordon Lovitt (left)
(All Prima TV pictures are copyright Prima TV).

Prima’s main news show, Zprávy TV Prima, is broadcast at 1855. The time was deliberately chosen to
be 5 minutes ahead of CT’s main news at 1900. TV Prima’s attempt to challenge TV Nova’s news
predominance in spring 2008 by scheduling Zprávy TV Prima head to head with Nova’s news at 1930
failed to win it a significantly bigger audience.
The Editor in Chief and main news presenter is Pavel Zuna, who came to TV
Prima from TV Nova.

www.esiweb.org
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Prima’s Sunday Political talkshow, Nedělní partie – Sunday Duel
Prima’s political discussion programme, Nedělní partie is
presented by Petr Šimůnek, the Editor in Chief of the business
newspaper, Hospodářské Noviny. It is shown at 1300 on Sundays.
The interviews are also often quoted in Monday’s press.
The programme is available online – President Klaus live
interview.
TV Prima is controlled by a 50/50 partnership of the Czech investment group GES Holding and the
Scandinavian Modern Times Group (MTG). TV Prima’s studios are in Prague 8.

Z1 TV digital news channel
http://www.Z1 TVtv.cz/

The Z1 TV digital commercial news channel was launched in
June 2008. It aims to focus on wealthier, well-educated viewers;
“TV for smart people” – as it calls itself. As a commercial
station, Z1 TV cannot survive long-term with getting low
audiences to those of public-funded CT24. Z1 TV aims to win a
niche audience by covering economic and business and foreign
affairs in greater detail and originality than other Czech stations,
and by running its main newscast at 1900, followed by
documentaries at 2000. It is on air from 0700 to 0030.
Martin Mrnka is the General-Director. He worked at TV Nova
from its launch 1994 to 1999 as head of domestic news. He also
worked at Czech Television as head of political programmes.

Martin Mrnka in the Z1 TV Newsroom from You Tube: Copyright
You Tube. http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMJRgww9Vnk

Hanuš Hanslík is the Director of News and the Editor-in-chief. An
experienced television journalist and presenter, he worked for TV
Nova from 1994 to 1999 and for Czech Television from 2000 to
2001.
Contact: hanslik@Z1tv.cz; Tel: + 420 605 2814 247.
Copyright: Z1 TV.
Z1 TV’s newsroom, which reportedly cost 6 million euros, is located at Jankovcova 3 in the
Holešovice district in Prague 7. Z1 TV currently employs around 140 people, of which 85 are
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reporters and editorial staff divided into domestic news, foreign news, sports, and economic
departments.
The Foreign News Department is headed by Petr Buchta, who joined from CT. Tel: +420 733 397 100
E-mail: buchta@Z1tv.cz. He heads a foreign desk staff of 15 – reporters, editors and producers.
Katarína Mocková is one of two producers responsible for international contacts – she is Head of
Foreign News Production. E-mail: zahranici@Z1tv.cz or mockova@Z1tv.cz. Tel: +420 234 602 857.
Z1 TV has one correspondent based in Brussels; Johana Grohová. She also
works for Týden news weekly. She previously worked for the MF Dnes daily.
She also has considerable experience of reporting in South East Europe.
johana.grohova@gmail.com

Z1TV’s Home Desk is headed by Petr Schwarz: Tel: + 420 234 602 85; E-mail:
schwarz@Z1 TVtv.cz; News Desk E-mail contact: domaci@Z1 TVtv.
Z1 TV uses news agency video for its foreign news pictures. It also gets news from BBC, CNN, and
the international agencies, and from the Czech CTK news agency. It has video exchange
arrangements with TV stations in Poland (Polsat and TVN24), Germany (N24) and Slovakia (Markíza
and TA3 and others). Z1 TV runs 5-10 minutes news on the hour from 0700 to midnight, 3 minutes
every half hour. There are five 30 minute news programmes during the day from 0700 to midnight.
Interview BT – Z1 TV’s Political talkshow
Barbora Tachecí presents Z1 TV’s main
interview programme live from Monday to
Thursday at 2135. It is in the “Hard Talk”
style. Barbora Tachecí, is well-known as a
tough-taking radio presenter and editor.

Z1 TV Main News
Bulletins:
1200
1900 main news
2200
Midnight

All Z1 TV news is available on its
website. http://www.Z1 TVtv.cz/
Z1 TV is the first to use the new digital
technology. It can be received via a digital terrestrial signal, set
top box, or cable television in Prague, Central Bohemia, Brno,
Ostrava and Plzeň, or via the internet. With the digital
switchover in 2011 Z1 TV will be available nationally. For this
reason the owners are taking a long view on the station’s
profitability. ZI is financed by the J&T investor group which is
based
in
the
Czech
Republic
and
Slovakia.
http://www.cbw.cz/en/j&t-looks-to-beef-up-print-and-broadcast-presence/7990.html
New Digital channels:
Z1 TV is one of the first six digital nationwide stations given broadcasting licences to go on air. The
second is Barrandov TV.
Barrandov TV:
Barrandov Television Studios,

www.esiweb.org
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Kříženeckého náměstí 322,
152 00 Prague 5 – Barrandov.
Tel: +420 267 071 771
Email: info@barrandov.tv
TV Barrandov, the digital TV subsidiary of the legendary Barrandov
Film Studios launched in 2009 on all the ones at 11.01 on 11 01 09. The
main news is at 20:00. It has a number of well-known faces from Nova
TV. 5 million Czechs can receive the digital signals. Barrandov TV aims
for a 3 per cent audience share in 2009 rising to 10-15 per cent by
2012/13. The target is people in their 30’s - so-called “Husak’s children.”

Jana Vozarova, the head of Barrandov Studios also oversees TV
Barrandov.

(Copyright: Barrandov Studios.)

RADIO
The Czech public service radio broadcaster Český rozhlas (ČRo – www.rozhlas.cz) operates six
national and several regional stations. The most successful of the public service stations is ČRo 1
Radiožurnál’ with up to 700,000 listeners (7.5 per cent). It offers news coverage and music. ČRo 2 –
Radio Praha covers politics, journalism, science and religion. Radio Praha has an average reach of
418,000 listeners per day (5.2 per cent).
The other four Český rozhlas stations have a total market share of less than 2 per cent:
ČRo 3 – Vltava’ plays classical music.
ČRo 4 – Radio Wave’ is a music station targeting a younger culturally aware audience.
ČRo 3 Rádio Česko’ (www.radiocesko.cz) shares its frequency with the BBC World Service. It has
programmes on political and economic topics. Until 2006 the BBC had its own editorial office in the
Czech Republic.
Čro 6 – a news radio station was originally a joint enterprise with Radio Free Europe after the fall of
communism. It took its current format under Czech public radio in 2002.
ČRo 7 - (www.radio.cz) is a foreign-language station that broadcasts news from the Czech Republic
in six languages, on medium wave.
There are around hundred private radio stations on the air across the country; Radio Impuls and
Frekvence 1 are the biggest.
Radiožurnál – ČRo1

Radiožurnál is the longest established of the two news-based national public radio stations. It has had
a rapid turnover of Directors. The previous Director, Barbora Tachecí, now at Z1TV, was fired in
early 2008.
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Alexandr Pícha is the Editor in Chief. He has been in overall charge since
February 2008. Tel: + 420 221 551 1208
E-mail: alexandr.pícha@rozhlas.cz
Český rozhlas 1 Czech Radio – Radiožurnál is north of Wenceslas Square at
Vinohradská 12 in Prague 2. Tel.: +420 221 551 111. Editorial: Tel. +420 22
155 2127 E-mail: radiozurnal@rozhlas.cz

Hana Hikelová is the News Director. E-mail Hana.Hikelova@rozhlas.cz
She is responsible for setting the long-term priorities of Czech Radio's news
coverage (both radio and on-line); and maintaining the standard of reporting
Hana Hikelova also manage the news-orientated stations, Czech Radio 1 –
Radiozurnal and Radio Cesko. She worked for five years in the news
department of Brno-based private radio station Radio Krokodyl. She joined
Czech Radio in 1999 - she worked as a reporter for Czech Radio Brno. From
July 2000 she was the head of the Domestic News Department of Czech Radio 1
– Radiozurnal, until June 2006. In January 2005, she was also made responsible for preparing the
launch of Radio Cesko, a new digital news station. Then in June 2006, she was appointed the Editorin-Chief of this station.
In Europe, ČRo1 has correspondents and stringers covering Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Norway,
Slovakia, Poland, the Baltics and the UK, as well as the Balkans and the EU.
Balkans and European Union coverage:
ČRo now has three correspondents in Brussels: Pavel Novák, and Ondřej
Houska:

Ondřej Houska. E-mail: ondrej.houska@cro.cz

Pavel Novák. E-mail: pavel.novak@rozhlas.cz
They are based at Czech Radio, Prague House, Avenue Palmerston 16, 1000
Brussels.
Stories they have covered include:

•
•
•

• “Serbia ratifies the Association Agreement with the European
Union”(9.9. 2008) http://www.rozhlas.cz/cro6/komentare
“Serbia could be a candidate for EU membership as early as next year” (3.9. 2008)
http://www.rozhlas.cz/izurnal/zahranici/_zprava/490971
“A. Vondra: Croatia closer to the membership of the EU” (3.9. 2008)
http://www.rozhlas.cz/izurnal/zahranici/_zprava/490839
“The Balkans must be a priority for the EU” (11.7. 2008)
http://www.rozhlas.cz/cro6/komentare/_zprava/474219
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The third reporter, Jan Krelina, one of the authors of the "European Stories."
Western Balkans Coverage:

Jaromír Janev is the Correspondent for Česky Rozhlas (Čr) in the Balkans.
He is based in Belgrade.
E-mail: jaromir.janev@rozhlas.cz
His stories are available at: www.rozhlas.cz/izurnal/zahranici

Czech Radio claims a 21 per cent share of the radio audience in the Czech Republic. Some 2.5 million
listeners, or almost a third of Czechs over 12, listen to a Czech Radio station at least once a week. In
2006 Czech Radio 1 – Radiozurnál had 700,000 listeners a day – 7.7 percent of the Czech population
over the age of 12 (http://media.rozhlas.cz/_binary/00769932.pdf).
The ČRo6 news radio station was originally a joint enterprise with
Radio Free Europe after the fall of communism. It took its current format
under Czech public radio in 2002 when US funding ceased. The studios
are at Dykova 14 in Praha 10.
Peter Duhan is the Editor of ČRo6.
Tel.: +420 221 552 700
peter.duhan@rozhlas.cz

Programmes:

Názory a argumenty: daily current affairs programme broadcast at
1810 and 2310 and at weekends at 2310.
http://www.rozhlas.cz/cro6/porady/_porad/1002
The programme head is Radko Kubičko. E-mail:
radko.kubicko@rozhlas.cz , Tel: +420 221 55 2703.
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The senior foreign affairs producer is Jan Bednar.
E-mail: jan.bednar@rozhlas.cz
Tel: +420 221 55 2719.

Hovory o Evropě – Call on Europe – Wednesdays 1930
Michaela Krčmová combines two roles – PR for ČRo6 and as the producerpresenter of Hovory o Evropě, which covers European politics. It is broadcast
on Wednesdays at 1930.
Tel: +420-22155 2731
E-mail: michaela.krcmova@rozhlas.cz
www.rozhlas.cz/cro6/porady/_zprava/278069

The programme has four other producers; Jana Šmídová, Klára Bratová,
Libor Dvořák, and Alexandr Tolčinský (pictured left), who worked in SE
Europe during the period 1995 to 2003 for Czech Radio and CT, before
returning to Prague in 2004 after a stint in Iraq.
alexandr.tolcinsky@rozlas.cz
Tel: +420 221 55 2719
http://www.rozhlas.cz/cro6/osoby/_zprava/422631
RFE/RL(Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty)
RFE/RL broadcasts to 20 countries in 28 languages. It currently
broadcasts about 1,000 hours of programming a week from Prague and
reaches about 35 million listeners. About 500 people, a third of them
Czechs, work in the Prague offices which re-located in Summer 2008 to
new secure headquarters in Prague 10, Hagibor district, which some
critics say looks like a modern
version of a medieval fortress.

RFE/RL President
Jeffrey Gedmin.

http://www.rferl.org/section/South+Slavic+Language+Services/168.html
Switchboard: (+420) 2 2112 1111
•

Bosnia-Herzegovina: 12 hours weekly – TV and radio, including weekly joint TV
programme: “TV Liberty” and “Open Parliament”.
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•
•
•

Macedonia: 7 hours weekly radio, plus 10-minute weekly TV programme, “Sunday
Interview”.
Serbia – 14 hours of radio weekly.
Montenegro – 3 1/2 hours of radio weekly

BBC Czech Service
Ceased broadcasting in 2006. Radio Cesko has been broadcasting on BBC FM frequency.

2.

THE CZECH PRESS:

The main dailies:

MLADÁ FRONTA DNES
www.iDnes.cz
Mladá Fronta Dnes usually known as Dnes (Today) or MF Dnes, as the
prefix Mlada Fonta relates to its pre-1989 roots. It is the best-selling serious
daily. It has one of the most popular news websites, www.idnes.cz. It is an
independent, center-right paper; arguably the most popular print source
among decision makers. It has a strong reputation for its domestic
coverage. It is owned by the MAFRA publishing company. It is based in
the Anděl Media Center in Smichov, Prague 5. The circulation is 291,876.
Also taking into account pre-paid subscriptions, the readership is estimated
at 1,058,000. The best selling editions are Thursdays, when the popular HN
Magazine is included with the paper, and the weekend edition.
The Editor in Chief is Robert Čásenský. E-mail: sefredaktor@mfdnes.cz
The Foreign Editor is Teodor Marjanović. Mobile: (+420) 724 824 454
Direct line: (+420) 225 06 2422 email: teodor.marjanovic@mfdnes.cz
Teodor Marjanović has been Foreign Editor since January 2007. He was
born in Belgrade, and grew up in Ljubljana. From 1996 to 1998 he worked
for Dnes as an editor with a focus on Germany. He has worked for the BBC
in London, and has spent a year on internships in Washington. He studied
philosophy at the University of Vienna.
The Foreign Department has a staff of 10 – approximately the
same size as in other main daily papers. There are two foreign
affairs specialists. Jan Rybář is a both a writer and a
photographer. His book “Válečníci, teroristé a jiní šílenci”
(Warriors, terrorists and other madmen) was published in
September 2008.
E-mails: Jan.rybar@mfdnes.cz; Personal: jr@janrybar.cz
His website is http://www.janrybar.cz/
His articles can be found online (in Czech).
The second international specialist is Lucie Suchá, who has written recently a number of stories
about Germany and Austria; E-mail: lucie.sucha@mfdnes.cz Her articles in Czech are at
http://zpravy.idnes.cz/novinari.asp?idnov=1178
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The Brussels Correspondent is Kateřina Koubová – she has worked for
Dnes as an economic reporter since 2004 focusing on the EU. Her
ambition since joining the Brussels press corps in September 2008 is to
cover the wider European story – not just the bureaucratic issues. She
has also worked for two news agencies, CTK, and Reuters and for Euro
magazine. She has also lived in Paris and Milan for long periods. E-mail:
katerina.koubova@mfdnes.cz
Other Dnes contributors based in Europe: are Jan Krčmar (Vienna),
Renata Harvanová (Bratislava), and Ondrej Soukup (Moscow).
The editor in charge of the influential comment pages is Jana Bendová
– she has worked at MF Dnes since 1990.
E-mail: jana.bendova@mfdnes.cz
Dnes takes commentary articles submitted by outside contributors.

The idnes website, www.iDnes.cz, gets over 630,000 hits a
day – making it one of the most used news sites in the country.
It also has been increasing its video content – idnes TV. The
Web Editor is Michal Hanák. michal.hanak@idnes.cz

One of Dnes’ strength is its dozen regional editions.

LIDOVÉ NOVINY

www.lidovky.cz

Lidové Noviny (LN) is an independent-minded, center-right daily with samizdat roots. When Václav
Havel was President, it was known informally as “Castle News”, and it had great access at that time.
Now, the op-ed pages tend to be critical of President Václav Klaus. LN has a relatively well-educated
readership base. The comment pages are one of its strengths. It is also owned, like Dnes, by the
MAFRA publishing company.
Circulation: 70,539 (Media project June 2008)
Readership: 217,000
The Editor in Chief is Veselin Vačkov.

The comment page Editor is Martin Zvěřina.
E-mail: martin.zverina@lidovky.cz
LN takes outside contributions.

The World News Editor is Petr Pešek. E-mail: petr.pesek@lidovky.cz
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His stories are available in Czech.

LN’s Brussels correspondent is Kateřina Šafaříková.
E-mail: katerina.safarikova@lidovky.cz. Her stories are available in Czech.
One story, Klaus torpedoes Prague’s EU presidency, 7 November 2008, is in
English.
Tereza Šupová is the West Balkans specialist, based in Prague.
E-mail: tereza.supova@lidovky.cz
Her stories include one in English: “Lajčák: Without police reform, the door to
the EU will be closed”. Her stories include, in Czech: “Bělehrad – Paříž
Balkánu”, a report and photos from Kosovo and a report on Serbia and Kosovo:
“Tadic: Zabranime Nezavislosti Kosova”
The Website is www.lidovky.cz.
It gets 60,000 hits a day.

HOSPODÁŘSKÉ NOVINY (HN)
http://hn.ihned.cz

Hospodářské Noviny is an influential independent political,
economic, and business daily widely read by decision makers,
opinion leaders, and the college-educated people. It tends to have
the most complete coverage of foreign affairs. It has been
moving away from being a purely economic paper and aims to
become the foremost Czech quality newspaper. It is improving
its website – it has integrated its web-team into the newsroom.
HN’s website gets 90,000 hits a day. .” It has an alliance with
the FT (Financial Times). The look of HN is due to be
revamped in 2009 - the new owner said in December 2008 that
his aim is for HN to be the paper of record – the “Czech FT
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HN now also faces competition from the free business newspaper E-15. HN has a circulation of
57,582, including subscription copies that are read by several people in offices. The readership is
estimated at 217,000 (Media Project Jan-June 2008).
The Editor in Chief is Petr Šimůnek.
E-mail: petr.simunek@economia.cz
Martin Ehl is the Editor of International News.
Tel: +420 233 073 012 E-mail: martin.ehl@economia.cz
His wide expertise includes the Balkans, Turkey, Latin America, globalization,
and EU-related issues. His Balkan-related stories include:
• Bosnia moving into the European Union (17.6. 2008)
• Kosovo with the Constitution moves into uncertainty (16.6. 2008)
• Kosovo at the beginning of the journey (6.6. 2008)
• The government has recognised an independent Kosovo (22.5. 2008)
• Exclusive interview with Kosovo Prime Minister Thaci (21.5. 2008)
Martin Ehl travelled through Serbia just before the elections. He wrote ‘Serbian
diary: Belgrade mirror, there and back’ (12.5. 2008)
HN tries to make EU and economic stories relevant to a Czech audience. Many EU Presidency related
stories are domestic orientated, so they are covered by the Home Desk. HN has a full-time
correspondent in Brussels and full-time contributors in Washington and in Slovakia. There are
freelance contributors based in Austria, Hungary, Germany, Italy and the UK. The foreign department
in Prague comprises seven staff.
The Brussels Correspondent is Lucie Tvarůžková. In her blog Lucie
Tvarůžková says she is trying to get away covering from EU institutional stories
and also to get into Belgian life. She claims she lives next to the best frites stall
in Brussels.
http://blog.ihned.cz/?p=YTvaLu
E-mail: lucie.tvaruzkova@economia.cz
Her report, “The Czech Republic in the run-up to EU Council Presidency” is available in English:
http://www.eurotopics.net/en/presseschau/autorenindex/autor-tvarkova-lucie/
Her articles are available in Czech.
HN changed hands after the company that owns HN Economia, was sold to the
Czech multi-millionaire, Zdenĕk Bakala. He bought an 88 per cent stake in
Economia from German group Verlagsgruppe Handelsblatt in August 2008. Mr
Bakala already owns the Czech political and investigative weekly Respekt.
Bakala is the biggest Czech-born media magnate, and one of the richest men in
the country.
E-15
www.e-15.cz
E-15 is a daily free paper aimed at the business market – it boasts it can be read
in 15 minutes. Its target is a circulation of 50,000 copies. It is distributed in takeaway stands placed in cafes and office receptions (including in the lobby of the
Czech Foreign Ministry).
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E-15 has ambitions to develop its content. It has launched a website reporting and monitoring the
Czech EU Presidency in partnership with the AMO (Association for International Affairs) – foreign
policy centre. http://www.e15.cz/predsednictvi/
The Editor in Chief is Tomáš Skřivánek, a long-standing business journalist.
He was Associate Editor of the Euro business weekly, and Editor-in-Chief, and
co-founder of www.penize.cz.
Tel: + 420 225 276 371; E-mail: redakce@e15.cz

The Deputy Editor in Chief is Jan Žižka. He is a specialist on Czech foreign
policy and EU issues. On 17 October 2008 he published a story called Czechs
labeled EU trouble makers. E-mail: zizka@mf.cz

The Foreign Editor is Martin Ježek, a Balkans specialist – he
was based in Belgrade for Czech Radio. He has also worked for
CT24. E-15 covers business news from the Balkans; a recent
example is a lengthy interview on Croatian tourism with
Zdenĕk Honek, boss of one of the biggest Czech travel
agencies, Vitkovice Tours (16 September 2008).
http://www.e15.cz/rozhovory/zdenek-honek-chorvatsko-jejedinecne-48448/
E-mail: Jezek@mf.cz
PRÁVO

www.novinky.cz

www.pravo.cz

Prague Právo Online in Czech
http://pravo.novinky.cz
Právo is the only national centre-left daily and has good access to Social Democratic policymakers. It
has a loyal leftist readership base including many older and less wealthy people. Its news website
www.novinky.cz provides also the news for www.seznam.cz, the very popular Czech-language
alternative search engine to Google.Novinky gets 980,000 hits a day (Netmonitor 24/11/08). The
paper’s circulation is 145,773 with an estimated total readership of 413,000. The newsroom is located
at 2127/13 Slezská in Prague 2.
The Editor in Chief is Zdeněk Porybný.
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The Foreign Editor is Tomáš Loskot. Telephone: + 420 221 001 111 E-mail: tomas.loskot@pravo.cz.
He interviewed the Serbian Foreign Minister, Vuk Jeremić on 20 November 2008, as part of a page on
Kosovo.
The chief commentator is Alexander Mitrofanov. E-mail: Alexander.mitrofanov@pravo.cz.
There is no Op-ed Editor.

The Brussels Correspondent has been Michal Mocek.
michal.mocek@pravo.cz

Blesk
www.blesk.cz
Blesk is the most successful boulevard tabloid newspaper on the
market. It is owned by the Ringier company. The circulation is
432,577; the readership is 1,507,000. (Jan-Jun 2008). It relies on
agency coverage for its very limited foreign news.
3.

The regional press

Eighty regional and local papers are published in the Czech Republic, most of them by the publisher
Vltava-Labe-Press (VLP), owned by the German publishing house Verlagsgruppe Passau. VLP owns
Deník which has as many as 76 regional editions (http://www.denik.cz/). In 2006
Deník had a circulation of 343,000 and an estimated readership of 1,277,000
(June-December 2006 figures).

4.

Weekly magazines
EKONOM
www.ekonom.cz
Ekonom is the leading economic and business magazine with a circulation of
20,000. It is a stable-mate of HN daily newspaper in the Ekonomia group. The
two sister publications have linked websites.
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The Editor in Chief since September 2007 is Eva Hanáková who worked
previously for HN. She has been presiding over a revamp of the magazine and its
website, improving its look and providing more pages of analysis and adding new
pages, not only covering business issues but also science and cultural items. Eva
Hanáková, who is the country’s only national female editor in chief. Tel: 420
233 071 301 E-mail ekonom@economia.cz

EURO
www.euro.cz
Euro is a glossy weekly business news magazine with a focus on investigative
reporting; it targets managers of middle to large-sized corporations, lawyers, and
opinion makers. It has a strong relationship with the US magazine Businessweek.
It re-publishes its articles in translation. It is located at Holečkova in Prague 5.
The circulation is 24,000.
The Editor in Chief is István Lékó (pictured left). Tel: +420 251 026 102
E-mail: istvan.leko@euro.cz
The two Global Editors are:
Pavel Pokorný Tel.: +420 251 026 158, E-mail: pavel.pokorny@euro.cz
Rita Kindlerová, Tel.:+420 251 026 172, E-mail: rita.kindlerova@euro.cz

RESPEKT
www.respekt.cz, http://english.respekt.cz/
Respekt is an independent, intellectual, centrist weekly specializing in
investigative journalism and human rights issues. It has increasingly
strong connections with The Economist magazine. It also has a strong
culture section. It created waves by alleging that the writer Milan
Kundera had been an informer of the Communist secret service in the
1950s – a charge he strongly denies. Respek also begins to engage in the public policy debate. It has
set up its own think-tank, the Respekt Institute. In 2007, financier Zdenek Bakala became its main
owner and the weekly has been published by Respekt Publishers since then. It has been transformed
from large press format with black-and-white pictures to a full-colour magazine with 68 pages.
The Editor in Chief since January 2009 is Erik Tabery, a well known political commentator and
previously deputy editor. He has worked for Respekt since 1997 - joining the staff in 1999. Email:
tarbery@respekt.cz
The Foreign Editor is Tomáš Lindner. He joined Respekt in January 2008. He writes on foreign
affairs, especially on Germany, sub-Saharan Africa and the relationship between rich and poor
countries. He has just published a book about Southern Africa. Tel; +420 224 934 441, E-mail:
lindner@respect.cz

Jiří Sobota (left) is a foreign affairs/EU specialist.
E-mail: sobota@respekt.cz
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REFLEX
www.reflex.cz
Reflex hit the headlines in November 2008 for publishing a transcript of a
recording of a private meeting between President Sarkozy and Prime Minister
Mirek Topolánek. It is best known for its graphic photo essays reporting political
and social issues in the Czech Republic and abroad which have won it the title of
magazine of the year three years running from 2005-2007. Its political cartoon
Zelený Raoul is a must-read for many Czechs. The circulation is 54,000. It is
owned by the German Ringier group.
The Editor in Chief is Pavel Šafr, who previously was the Editor of Dnes.
Tel: + 420 420 225 9777 441.
E-mail pavel.safr@reflex.cz

TÝDEN
www.tyden.cz
Týden is an independent glossy weekly covering political, economic,
social, and cultural issues from a centrist perspective. It targets affluent
readers and has been one of the success stories in the weekly. The
circulation is around 70,000.

The website, www.tyden.cz, is one of the best for business and
political news. It gets 40,000 hits a day.

Daniel Málek has been the Editor in Chief of Týden since January 2009.
E-mail: malek@tyden.cz

Josef Landergott is the International Editor.
E-mail landergott@tyden.cz
Johana Grohová is the Brussels Correspondent for Týden as well for as Z1 TV.
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News agencies, web media and English language media

CZECH NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY
Czech National News Agency (CTK)
http://www.ceskenoviny.cz/news/
(English language site)
CTK covers the Czech Republic and also Slovakia
supplying up to 300 news stories a day, both domestic
and international, including text, photos and video from the international agencies. It has 9
Correspondents based abroad, including three in Brussels. Most of its international coverage comes
from allied international news agencies under reciprocal agreements. For stories from South East
Europe, CTK takes its news material from international agencies and translates it into Czech and
Slovak.
Director General
Milan Stibral, Tel: +420 24211631, E-mail: Stibral@mail.ctk.cz
Director of News
Jiří Majstr, E-mail: jiri.majstr@mail.ctk.cz
Editor-in-Chief
Petr Holubec, Tel: + 420 24211632, email: holubec@mail.ctk.cz
Foreign Editor
Denisa Svobodníková, E-mail: svobodnikova@mail.ctk.cz
It has a three person bureau in Brussels:
.

Michal Půr
pur@mail.ctk.cz

Tomáš Pirkl
pirkl@mail.ctk.cz

Zdeněk Fučík
fucik@mail.ctk.cz

CTK has a website in English: http://www.ceskenoviny.cz/news/
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WEB-MEDIA
Seznam.cz is the most visited internet portal and search engine. It has a 62%
share of the Czech search market while Google has 29%.
www.seznam.cz
Seznam’s news-pages, http://www.novinky.cz and http://www.super.cz, are
supplied by the daily Právo and by the SuperSpy tabloid. Founded in 1996,
Seznam has been forecast to generate revenues of some $90 million in 2008,
up 40% from 2007. Seznam is majority-owned by its founder, Ivo Lukačovič.
Major websites – unique users in May 2008:
Seznam.cz
4.4 million
iDnes.cz news site
3.0 million
Centrum.cz web portal
2.9 million (with partner Atlas.cz 3.5m)
Blog.cz blogging site
2.4 million
AKTUALNE.CZ
www.aktualne.cz
Atualne.cz is the only Czech online daily with ambitions to beat the traditional newspapers at
delivering quality news. It was launched in November 2005 by the second largest Internet portal,
Centrum.cz to deliver news to a target audience of middle-class users with higher education. It offers
multi-media coverage, including sound and video clips, in co-operation with Czech Television, a
partner in the project, and translated news from Reuters. It employs 60 journalists. It also has a series
of blogs by many prominent Czech personalities.
The Foreign Editor is Pavel Vondra. He also oversees the English language
pages. E-mail: pavel.vondra@aktualne.cz
Blog: http://blog.aktualne.centrum.cz/blogy/pavel-vondra.php

Blahoslav Hruška is the site’s specialist on European policy. He also writes opeds in daily papers. He travels frequently to Brussels and is a well-informed
commentator on EU and political issues. He worked before as a journalist for
Swiss radio and for Právo. E-mail: blahoslav.hruska@aktualne.cz
His articles are available on http://aktualne.centrum.cz
They include: ‘We will accept you even without the Lisbon Treaty – Vondra’s
message to Croats’ (3 September 2008) and ‘Czech EU presidency in 2009 – an inconsequential
stint?’ (7 January 2008)
BRITSKÉ LISTY
Britské listy is an independent online Czech left-wing Internet daily, headed by
Jan Čulík who is now a Senior Lecturer in Czech Studies at the University of
Glasgow. Jan Čulík frequently visits the Czech Republic. He works with a team
of collaborators in the Czech Republic The Prague journalist Štepán Kotrba is
the most prolific contributor.
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Britské listy was founded in July 1996 as a spin-off from an earlier
Internet site. The writings range from investigative articles to left of centre
polemics and intense debates. Jan Čulík also writes for the Czech press.
Contact: Štepán Kotrba, E-mail: stepan@kotrba.cz

ENGLISH LANGUAGE MEDIA
Transitions Online
Transitions Online – TOL, headquartered in Prague, is a web-based
news and feature service in English covering all 28 Post-Communist
states.
www.tol.cz
Jeremy Druker is the Executive Director. The head office of
Transitions Online is in the Czech Republic at Chlumova 22, in Prague
3. E-mail:drukerj@tol.cz.

English Language Press
Prague Post
http://www.praguepost.com/
The Prague Post is a weekly English language paper which runs stories based on the Czech language
press and some business and cultural features for its expatriate readers. It is based at Štěpánská 20 in
Prague 1. Tel: 420 296 334 400
The Editor-in-Chief is Frank Kuznik, E-mail: fkuznik@praguepost.com
The News Editor is Markéta Hulpachová, E-mail: mhulpachova@praguepost.com
Czech Business weekly
http://www.cbw.cz/
The Czech Business weekly is an English language weekly covering
economic and business issues, based in Prague. Tel: +420 234 071 370
The Editor in Chief is Erich Handl, E-mail: handl@cbw.cz; Ext 365.
The Deputy Editor is Tomáš Piňos, E-mail: pinos@cbw.cz; Ext 356.
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The Fleet Sheet
http://www.fleet.cz/
The Fleet Sheet is a one-page summary of Czech political and economic news
with 7,000 subscribers in the expatriate and business community. It is sent out 5
days a week along with a Last Word - an ironic commentary. An American,
Erik Best founded the Fleet Sheet in 1992. Tel: + 420-296 580 160
E-mail: info@fleet.cz

Prague Media Monitor
http://praguemonitor.com/
Fleet Sheet now faces competition from another daily digest, the
Prague Media Monitor.
The editor is Kristina Alda. Tel: 420-222711524
E-mail: editor@praguemonitor.com

II.

THINK-TANKS AND ACADEMIA

Association for International Affairs (AMO)
www.amo.cz
AMO is one of the new think-tanks that has emerged in Prague over the past
decade. It began by organising events engaging students on international issues
It is now a platform with 90 members. Its education track continues with the
Prague Student Summit – involving up to 400 students a year in a series of
events on NATO, the UN and the EU.
For the past five years AMO has also been increasingly involved in research and
advocacy. AMO’s report on Georgia published during in August 2008, based
research in the South Caucasus was widely reported in the Czech press and TV
and used by policy-makers. AMO is also active on the debate on Turkey and the
EU. AMO also carries out an annual review of Czech foreign policy. AMO has set up a website
monitoring the effectiveness of the Czech EU Presidency, working in partnership with E-15 business
daily.
AMO is based at Žitná 27, in Prague 1.
Tel: +420 224 813 460.

Alice Savovová is Managing Director of AMO shaping its overall activities. She has previously
worked on projects covering international relations. She also undertook research trips to China, India,
South Africa and Brussels. She graduated in international relations from the University of Economics
in Prague, where she specialised in European economic integration. Her current research focus is on
Asia. Tel: +420 602 662 422 E-mail: alice.savovova@amo.cz +
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Michal Thim is the research director. He works on European Neighbourhood Policy, on Turkish
foreign policy and on the South Caucasus – he was the co-author of AMO’s Georgia report.
Tel: +420 774 822 629 E-mail: michal.thim@amo.cz
ANO PRO EVROPU
http://www.anoproevropu.cz/cs/contact.html
ANO pro Evropu is a civic group which works to promote a constructive debate about making
the most of the Czech Republic’s membership of the European Union. It grew out of the EU
referendum campaign in 2003. It was supported by leading figures from the Czech intelligentsia and
cultural elite, including former President Václav Havel. It gained national prominence, organising
amongst other events a pro EU concert in Wenceslas Square on the eve of polling. Some would argue
that this successful campaign was the coming of age of Czech NGOs as effective political actors.
ANO pro Evropu has now established itself as a think-tank and as a convenor of high profile events
on issues such as energy security and policies towards the Western Balkans. ANO pro Evropu is
located at Lazarská 6, in Central Prague.
Tel: + 420 222 521137/38/
E-mail: kancelar@anoproevropu.cz
Monika MacDonagh Pajerová is the Chairperson. She is active in convening
its events programme. She lectures at New York University in Prague. She has
worked as the Communications Director and spokeswoman of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and as administrator of the Culture Committee of the Council of
Europe.. From 1999 to 2000, Monika Pajerová was the author and moderator of
“Shall We Get On?” and “Studio Europe” – two television and radio
programmes about the EU. She is a regular contributor to Czech Radio and TV.

Czech Council on Foreign Relations
http://www.rmv.cz/?r_id=137
Jiří Dienstbier, the former United Nations Special Rapporteur for Human
Rights and the first post-communist Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, now a
ČSSD Senator, heads the Czech Council on Foreign Relations. It gives the
Balkans a high priority. Jiří Dientsbier has been critical of international policy
on Kosovo, likening it to the 1938 Munich Agreement.

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy
http://www.europeum.org/index.php?&lang=en
The EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy has established a strong reputation for its work
focusing on European integration and on the impact of EU accession on the political, economic and
legal transformation of the Czech Republic. It is based at Rytířská 31 in Prague’s Old Town.
Tel: +420-221.610.206, +420-221.610.207
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David Král, the chairman of EUROPEUM, is the Director of the EU policies
programme. He also lectures at the University of Public Administration and
International Relations in Prague. His areas of expertise include EU reform and
Constitutional Treaty, EU enlargement, EU external relations and the European
Common Foreign and Security Policy. In 2007 he was the lead author on
EUROPEUM’s study: “The perspectives of further EU enlargement as seen
from the new member states and EU hopefuls”. He has also written on Czech
attitudes to Turkey’s accession.
E-mail: dkral@europeum.org

Vladimír Bartovič works on the Western Balkans, especially on the UN interim
administration in Kosovo and the integration of Western Balkan countries into
the EU.
E-mail: vbartovic@europeum.org

Věra Řiháčková is an in-house research fellow focusing on EU institutional
reform, European Neighbourhood Policy and Security and Counter-terrorism.
E-mail: vrihackova@europeum.org

Ivo Šlosarčík is a founding member of EUROPEUM. He is Director for
Research. He also lectures at Charles University. His major areas of interests are
legal issues of the European integration, judicial and police co-operation in the
EU, and reform of the civil service and judiciary.
E-mail: islosarcik@europeum.org

Radomír Špok, the Executive Director, deals with the broader aspects of the
European Union with focus on EU Regional Policy. He is currently involved in
the OSI Sofia-led project; “Unfinished Business” looking at the impact of
enlargement in transition states.
E-mail: rspok@europeum.org

Institute of International Relations (IIR)
http://www.iir.cz
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IIR is the leading Czech international policy research centre. It was originally founded by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. It is located at Nerudova 3, Mala Strana, in central Prague. Tel: +420 251 108
111. A list of IIR experts is available at http://www.iir.cz/upload/News/MediaTopics.pdf.
The Director, Petr Drulák, is a specialist on European integration, Czech
foreign policy and international relations theory. He has written a paper on the
clashes of ideas on Europe between between Václav Havel and Václav Klaus
and the different streams in Czech foreign policy thinking. His CV is available
at http://www.iir.cz/display.asp?ida=64&idi=129.
Tel: +420 251 108 203. E-mail drulak@iir.cz
Petr Kratochvíl is the Deputy Director. His has been working with IIR
colleagues on a research project on “European Integration and the Interests of
the Czech Republic” for the Czech Ministry of Education. E-mail:
kratochvíl@iir.cz

Michal Kořán is also involved in the EU integration project. He researches
Czech foreign policy and issues in Central Europe, covering Slovakia, Hungary,
Austria and co-operation in Central Europe. He co-edited “Czech Foreign Policy
in 2007.” E-mail koran@iir.cz
Filip Tesař is one of the country’s leading experts on the Balkans. He focuses
on nationalism, ethnic conflict, democratisation, the Hague war crimes tribunal,
organised crime, economics and historical issues. He works on a range of ethnic
conflicts. His book, Etnické konflikty (Ethnic conflicts) was published in Czech
in 2007.
Tel: + 420 251 108 341. E-mail tesar@iir.cz. More details: http://www.iir.cz
Elsa Tulmets researches on EU enlargement, European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP), EU conditionality and the role of the new member states in EU
enlargement policy. +Tel: 420 251 108 335. E-mail: tulmets@iir.cz

Občansky Institut – Civic Institute
http://www.obcinst.cz/en/
The Civic Institute, a conservative think-tank, originated from the pre 1989 “underground university”.
Founded two years after the Velvet Revolution, the Civic Institute aims to carry on the spirit of the
subculture of Czech anti-communist dissent. It was founded by a group of former dissidents, led by
Pavel Bratinka. The Civic Institute is regarded as a leading representative of conservative thought in
post-Communist Czech society. It is located at Všehradská 49, Benedictine Monastery (2nd Floor), in
Prague Tel/Fax: +420 224923563. E-mail: obcinst@obcinst.cz
One of its most active figures is Matyáš Zrno, a former Foreign Editor of the
weekly Respekt, and Foreign News Editor of Czech Television. He currently
contributes articles and comments on domestic and international affairs for the
Euro magazine, Hospodářské noviny, Dnes, and Czech Radio. He specialises in
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the current political situation in the Balkans where he spends a lot of time. Zrno’s recent articles are
available at http://blog.aktualne.centrum.cz), including: ‘How did I spend the arrest of Karadzic…’
(22.7.2008).
Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI)
www.pssi.cz
PSSI, the partners for the December 2008 ESI Communicating Europe workshop in Prague, has
developed a reputation as the premier centre in Prague covering security policy issues since its
establishment in 2002. It has a sister organization in Washington. It is located at Pohořelec 6 in the
Hradčany district of Prague. Tel. + 420 233 355 735.
Oldřich Černý is the Executive Director of PSSI. He is also the Executive
Director of Forum 2000, which arranges annually a major international
conference engaging up to 1,000 people – including many top international
political figures, Nobel prize winners, religious leaders and business people,
among others (see: http://www.forum2000.cz/en/about-us/about-foundation/).
Forum 2000 was initiated by Václav Havel when he was President. The former
President still hosts the events. Oldřich Černý served from 1993 to 1998 as the
first Director General of the Czech Foreign Intelligence Service; from 1990 to
1993 he was National Security Advisor to President Havel. E-mail
cerny@pssi.cz.
Jiří Schneider is Programme Director of PSSI. He was previously Political Director at the Czech
Foreign Ministry, and for three separate periods of time, he has worked as head of Policy Planning.
He has also been posted to Israel as Ambassador. He has been an International Policy Fellow at the
Open Society Institute in Budapest. He lectures at New York University in Prague and to the PSSI’s
Security Scholars programme. Jiří Schneider also served as a Civic Forum MP in the Czechoslovak
Federal Assembly from 1990 until 1992. Among his writings is a paper on the impact of think-tanks
in the Visegrad-4 countries. E-mail: schneider@pssi.cz
Petr Lang is the Programme Co-ordinator. Email: lang@pssi.cz
PASOS
http://www.pasos.org
PASOS – the Policy Association for an Open Society – is a network of over 30 think-tanks and policy
centres in transition states. It is supported by the Open Society Institute. Founded in 2004, PASOS
members work on issues such as human rights, economic and social development, legal reform,
health, and religion. PASOS published in October 2008 a study of democracy assistance programmes
of the Visegrad-4 countries: “Democracy’s New Champions”. http://www.pasos.org/wwwpasosmembers-org/news/democracy-s-new-champions.
A list of PASOS members is available at http://www.pasos.org/pasos-member-organisations. ESI is
one of the associates.
The Executive Director is Jeff Lovitt, who was Director of Communications at
the Berlin-based international secretariat of Transparency International, the
global anti-corruption NGO, until becoming the first Executive Director of the
PASOS Secretariat, upon its establishment in Prague in March 2005.
E-mail: jefflovitt@pasos.org
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The PASOS Secretariat is located at Těšnov 3 in the Prague 1 district. Tel/Fax: +420 222 313 644.
The Advocacy & Events Manager is Eva Rybková, a professional journalist. She has worked on a
wide range of international NGO projects, primarily focused on journalism training and media policy.
E-mail: eva.rybkova@pasos.org
PEOPLE IN NEED (PIN)
www.peopleinneed.cz
People in Need (PIN) began in 1992 when dissidents and leaders of the Czechoslovak Velvet
Revolution teamed up with war reporters to form the Epicentrum Foundation. It was re-named People
in Need and partnered with Czech Television in 1994. From its beginnings, PIN has aimed to deliver
relief aid and development assistance while raising the public’s level of awareness of the countries in
which PIN works. PIN is now one of the largest organizations of its kind in post-communist Europe,
and it has administered projects in thirty-seven countries over the past fourteen years. It is located at
Sokolská 18, in Prague 2. It is very influential within the Czech development policy scene and isn’t
afraid to criticize Government policy on occasions.

Šimon Pánek is the Director. Tel: +420 226 220 400
E-mail: simon.panek@peopleinneed.cz

One World
www.oneworld.cz
In 1999 People in Need organized the first human rights documentary film festival, One World, in
Prague. One World is the largest human rights film festivals in Europe, and it is firmly established as
one of the premier cultural and media events in the Czech Republic. The festival is held every March
under the auspices of former president Václav Havel. One World consists of an international
competition of documentary films and videos. Approximately 120 films are presented each year. In
2009 two covered the Western Balkans - one Croatian and one from BiH. There are now events in
other Czech cities, and increasingly in other European capitals, for example in Vienna in December
2008.
Igor Blaževič, who was born in Bosnia and Herzegovina, is One World Director. E-mail
igor.blazevic@oneworld.cz He is also Chairman of DEMAS (the Association for Democracy and
Human Rights), an association of Czech NGOs working in the field of democracy assistance.
DEMAS is a further step towards their professionalization and better co-ordination of their activities.
Respekt Institute
http://www.respektinstitut.cz/respekt-ops/
The Respekt Institute is on-offshoot of the weekly of the same name.
The Respekt Institute focuses on current issues such as the Czech Republic’s accession into the
European Union, corruption in Czech politics, and human rights in non-democratic countries. It has
recently been broadening its focus on policy analysis and recommendations on good governance
issues. The Institute’s event calendar includes a series of European fora in major Czech cities, and in
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Prague, a series of events on the EU in the world, co-organised with the British Embassy, in 2008.
The Institute is located at Křemencova 10 in central Prague. Tel: 420 224 930 685 or +420 774 419
996.
Marek Havrda is the Director. He is also Chairman of INstrategy – Institute for European and
National Strategies, a consultancy for public and private clients including policy analyses and
feasibility studies. He is Academic Director at European Spring / Summer Institute. His PhD thesis
was on systems analysis on EU structural policy implementation and management.
E-mail: havrda@respektk.cz or ops@respekt.cz.
Kateřina Koutská is the project manager E-mail: koutska@respekt.cz
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ACADEMIC CENTRES
Charles University:
Charles University’s Faculty of Social Sciences was created in 1990. It is the second youngest faculty
of Charles University. Within it there are a number of research centres covering European integration.
Institute of Economic Studies (IES)
http://fsveng.fsv.cuni.cz/FSVENG-80.html
The Chairman and founder is Michael Mejstrik, a prominent economist and
specialist in privatization in transition states. He also founded EEIP, a
consultancy which works in association with Raiffeisen Investment AG in the
field of investment banking in the Czech Republic. Tel: +420 2 222 112 330. Email: michal.mejstrik@eeip.cz
The Institute of Economic Studies is located in Opletalova 26, Prague 1. The
daily HN rated it as the best Economics and Business school in the Czech
Republic (22 February 2008). The Institute is sub-divided into five departments,
each of which has its own special areas of teaching and research interests – all cover to differing
extents issues of economic transition. It has a comprehensive website in Czech and English,
http://ies.fsv.cuni.cz. IES working papers are available at: http://ies.fsv.cuni.cz/cs.
František Turnovec specialises in the economics of European integration, he has written a book
entitled The Political Economy of European Integration. His research is available at:
http://econpapers.repec.org/RAS/ptu49.htm
Tel: +420 2 222112330 E-mail: turnovec@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz; turnovec@fsv.cuni.cz
The Department of European Economic Integration and Economic policy specialises in policyquestions relating to European integration. There are 13 specialists including former Trade Minister
Vladimír Dlouhý E-mail: dlouhy@telecom.cz and former Finance Minister Pavel Mertlík E-mail:
pavel.mertlik@rb.cz and Ondrej Schneider E-mail: schneider@fsv.cuni.cz. (As of Dec 2008 he’s
US-based). Full details are available at http://ies.fsv.cuni.cz/en/node/208
Institute of International Studies (ZES)
http://fsveng.fsv.cuni.cz/FSVENG-81.html
The Department of West European Studies (ZES in Czech), chaired by Professor
Lenka Rovná, focuses on EU countries and the institutional development of the
EU, the accession process and its impact on the Czech Republic. It has held a
series of events on the forthcoming Presidency. It is based at Rytířská 31 in
Prague 1. Tel: +420) 221 610 607. E-mail: rovna@fsv.cuni.cz

Ivo Šlosarčík is the Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law and Deputy-Head of
Department. His special areas of interest include institutional adaptation for the
European Union membership and constitutional and political reforms in postcommunist countries. He has been actively engaged with the creation of
EUROPEUM, now a separate centre – see the section on think-tanks.
http://karolinka.fsv.cuni.cz/KFSV-92.html
Tel: +420.221.610.301 E-mail islosarcik@europeum.org
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Institute of Political Studies
http://fsveng.fsv.cuni.cz/FSVENG-82.html
In the Institute’s Department of International Relations, Jan Karlas works on integration policy of
EU member states, the political dimension of the EU (the future of the EU, institutions, negotiation
process), theories of international relations, international organizations (general issues).
E-mail: jan.karlas@seznam.cz
Metropolitan University Prague
http://www.mup.cz/show_clanek.php?lang=aj&pobocka=pha&id=23
Michael Romancov heads the Department of International Relations and European Studies at the
Metropolitan University Prague. He works on political geography and geopolitics and the political
geography of the European Union. In 2007 he wrote (in Czech) on “Geopolitical implications of EU
enlargement into the Balkans”. In 2008 he wrote (in English) “Geopolitical implications of the EU
enlargement to East-Central Europe”, published by Verlag Dr. Kovac in Hamburg. Tel: +420 251 080
263. E-mail: michael.romancov@gmail.com.
Institute of Slavonic and East European Studies
http://usvs.ff.cuni.cz (In Czech)
The Institute of Slavonic and East European Studies (ÚSVS) specialises in South East Europe,
engaging leading academics from the region as lecturers. It has a reputation for its work on language
teaching and on the history of the region. The historian Jan Pelikán is the Deputy Director. He has
published on the history of Serbia and on ethnic questions in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. He
contributed to the best-known history of South East Europe in Czech.
Tel: + 420 221 619 111; 221 619 266; 221 619 26. E-mail: jan.pelikan@ff.cuni.cz
Economic research centres:
Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education –
Economic Institute
http://www.cerge-ei.cz/people/faculty/profiles/lizal.asp
The Centre was set up as US style graduate centre. Courses are taught in English. It is located at
Politických vězňů 7, Prague 1. Tel.: +420 224 005 123, +420 224 005 212, +420 224 005 114
CERGEI-EI’s publications are all available at:
http://www.cerge-ei.cz/publications/books/#CR_2003-4
The Chairman is Jan Švejnar, a presidential candidate against President Václav Klaus in Spring
2008. He also Professor of Business, Economics and Public Policy, at the University of Michigan.
E-mail: jan.svejnar@cerge-ei.cz
A list of experts is available at:
http://www.cerge-ei.cz/people/faculty/fac_list/default.asp#1
Lubomir (Mirek) Lizal is the Co-Director. He has written a book on the
“Czech Republic: The Year After” about the immediate effects of EU accession.
(2005). He also wrote “Contemporary Czech Society and Issues of European
Integration” (2003). He is currently conducting a research project on public
policy, market organization and transition economies which runs until 2010. He
has a good website: http://home.cerge-ei.cz/lizal/. E-mail: lubomir.lizal@cergeei.cz
A full profile of him is also available: www.cerge-ei.cz/people/faculty/profiles
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The Center for Economics and Politics (CEP)
www.cepin.cz
CEP is a pro-market think tank based in Prague. Petr Mach is the CEP’s Executive Director. CEP
was founded in 1998 by Václav Klaus who still serves as the chairman of CEP’s board of directors.
CEP’s mission is to formulate and promote public policies based on the principles of free enterprise,
limited government, individual freedom and Trans-Atlantic relationship.. It is located at Politických
vězňů 10, in Prague 1, Tel/Fax: +420 222192406; E-mail: cep@cepin.cz.
There are articles (available in English) at CEP’s website written by Klaus and Mach which highlight
their eurosceptic stance. It is possible to download CEP’s publication such as What Should Not Be
The Future For Europe? on their website. Petr Mach established the Party of Free Citizens (SSO) on
February 14 2009.
CEVRO
www.cevro.cz
CEVRO is a Liberal Conservative Academy registered in August 1999. It advocates liberal economic
policies by popularising liberal conservative thinking and policy. It publishes CEVRO REVUE –
a 24 page monthly. Ivan Langer (ODS Minister of Interior) is the President. It is located at
Jungmannova 17, in central Prague. Tel: + 420 221506724 E-mail: info@cevro.cz
CSOB Bank
Tomáš Sedláček is the main macroeconomic strategist at the leading bank,
CSOB. He has worked as an adviser to President Vaclav Havel until 2003 and as
an advisor to the Minister of Finance in 2004-2005. He is also a lecturer in
philosophy and economics at Charles University. He is a prolific newspaper
columnist and blogger. http://blog.aktualne.cz/blogy/tomas-sedlacek.php

Other academic centres :
Collegium Hieronymi Pragensis
www.chp.cz
Collegium Hieronymi Pragensis is a new educational center specializing in the liberal arts, based at
Jungmannova 9 in central Prague. Tel: +420 296 245 057 or 59, E-mail: info@chp.cz
Martin Moravec is an EU affairs consultant and project manager. He is an expert in international
relations, EU affairs and world economy. He is an analyst with the Centre for European Integration of
the Economic Chamber of the Czech Republic. He has worked for the Europlatform Civic
Association, a think tank specialized in EU affairs, and for the Euro-Czech Forum (ECF), a joint
institution of the chambers of industry and commerce of EU member states in the Czech Republic.
Michal Mocek has been the Brussels Correspondent of Právo newspaper. He also teaches European
integration at the Department of International Relations at Charles University.
Tomáš Jelínek has been the Chair of the Institute for Social and Economic Analysis, since 2002.
Tomáš Jelínek served in the Office of the President from 1996 to 2001, where he was mainly
responsible for President Václav Havel’s economic agenda.
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New York University in Prague
http://www.nyu.cz/
Jiří Pehe is Director of the New York University Prague Centre, and head of the
Institute for Democracy, Economy, and Culture. He is one of the country’s
foremost political commentators. He was the political adviser to President
Vaclav Havel from September 1997 to May 1999. He is a regular contributor to
Czech newspapers and he regularly comments on political developments for
Czech Television and Radio. He co-authored and edited a book entitled “The
Prague Spring: A Mixed Legacy”, which was published by Freedom House in
1988. In 2002, his critical book on Czech democracy was published in Czech by
Academia, Prague (http://www.pehe.cz/zivotopis/index_html#English).
Many leading academic figures teach at NYU Prague.
Centres Outside Prague:
IIPS, Institute for Political Studies, Masaryk University, Brno
www.iips.cz
Based at Masaryk University in Brno the IIPS is a major centre working on Czech foreign policy, EU
integration and regional policies and politics of transition. It publishes regular monographs, including
Czech Foreign Policy: actors, structures and process edited by Michal Kořán and Martin Hrabálek
(IIPS Masaryk University, 2007 (in Czech), and a monograph in Czech by Vit Dočkal on EU funds
and their impact on Czech regional policy: “6 Years of Regional Policy in the ČR.” (IIPS, Masaryk
University, 2006)
Břetislav Dančák, is the Vice Dean of the Institute for International Affairs and
IIPS Director. He works on Visegrad co-operation and also on transatlantic
security. http://www.muni.cz/people/1649
E-mail: dancak@iips.cz
IIPS is based at Joštova 10 in Brno, the largest city in Moravia. Tel. +420 549
495 769/ +420 549 494 761/ +420 549 493 551/ +420 549 493 225
e-mail: iips@iips.cz
Vít Hloušek works on political parties. He has written on themes such as the process of
Europeanization and political parties in new EU-members and candidate countries.
www.muki.cz/people/1649/cv; Tel: 00 420 549 49 3551. E-Mail: hlousek@fss.muni.cz
University of West Bohemia in Plzeň
Ladislav Cabada is Head of the Department for Political Science and Sociology and Vice-Dean for
Science, Faculty of Humanities at the University of West Bohemia in Plzeň. The Department is based
at Sedláčkova 31 in Plzeň Tel: +420 377 326 70.
Ladislav Cabada works on political partisanship in the Czech Republic, Central
Europe. He also writes on the W Balkans. In 2007 he wrote (in Czech) “State
collapse and nation-building: the case study of Bosnia-Herzegovina”.
http://www.cepsr.com/autor_en.php?ID=9
E-mail: cabada@kas.zcu.cz
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POLITICS

This section gives an overview of the major governmental institutions and relevant political players in
government, parliament and in political parties.
1.

President
Václav Klaus, a former Prime Minister, was first elected President by
Parliament on 28 February 2003 and re-elected President for a second and final
five year term on 15 February 2008. His term is due to end in 2013. He was
(until December 2008) the Honorary Chairman of the conservative Civic
Democratic ODS – which he himself had founded. As well as his strongly
Eurosceptic views, he has controversial views challenging conventional wisdom
on climate change. He was also against the EU’s stance against Russia during
the Georgia crisis and he was against Kosovo’s independence. President Klaus
has clashed frequently with the ODS-led Government and is openly critical of
the Prime Minister. http://www.klaus.cz

Office of the President of the Czech Republic
Prague Castle
119 08 Prague 1
Tel: 00420 224 371 111
Fax: 00420 224 373 300
Ladislav Jakl is the President’s chief advisor/ private secretary.
Jiří Brodský advises on foreign policy. E-mail: jiri.brodsky@hrad.cz www.hrad.cz
2.

Prime Minister
Jan Fischer was proposed, on April 5 2009, as prime minister of the interim
government of technocrats to run the country from May 9 until the formation of
a new Government after the early elections in mid October 2009. Jan Fischer
was previously head of the Czech Statistical Bureau. He is an independent. He
was a member of the Communist party between 1980 and 1989.

The outgoing coalition: Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek’s conservative Civic
Democrats (ODS) narrowly won the June 2006 election, the left and right wing
blocs of parties in parliament each had 100 seats so he was unable to form a
majority coalition government. The wrangling finally ended when this coalition
was confirmed by the Czech Parliament on 19 January 2007, after two rebel
Social Democrat MP’s left the party and became independents. However the
Government lost a vote of no confidence on 24 March 2009.
Office of the Prime Minister
Nábřeží Edvarda Beneše 4
11801 Prague 1
Tel: +420 224002111
www.vlada.cz

3.

The Interim Government

The coalition Government, which was defeated in a no confidence vote on 24 March 2009, had
depended on the votes of a handful of “rebel” MPs. The Chamber of Deputies has 200 members.
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The upper house, the Senate, has 81 members – 27 are elected every two years on rotation. There are
currently 35 ODS, 29 ČSSD, 7 KDU-ČSL, and 3 Communist Senators. The remaining Senators are
members of smaller parties.
In the Senate & regional elections held on October 17-18th 2008, the opposition CSSD won 23 of 27
seats contested in the Senate. In the regional elections, all 13 regions outside Prague were won by
CSSD.
In November 2008 the CSSD were riding high in the national opinion polls with 37.7 percent. This,
given the electoral system, would win them 100 seats in the 200 seat Chamber of Deputies. The ODS
and its two coalition partners would get 75 seats. The Communists would get as many as 25 seats.
(STEM poll on November 15 2008).
The role of the Communists (KSČM) in governing coalitions in regional governments was one of the
most sensitive political issues. Under a barrage of media questioning, the ČSSD leader Jiří Paroubek
has appeared to rule out a national-level coalition with the Communists if the ČSSD is the largest
party after the next election.
Following the autumn 2008 regional elections, the ČSSD governs with the KSČM in the MoravianSilesian region (kraj in Czech). This is the first regional coalition with Communists since 1989. “We
could establish a coalition with Christian Democrats (KDU-ČSL), but we prefer a coalition with
Communists as it will be more stable,” Lubomír Zaorálek, the chairman of the regional organization
of ČSSD (and also ČSSD Foreign Affairs Spokesman) told the news server iHNed.cz.
The political scientist and former adviser to President Havel, Jiří Pehe, Director of the New York
University in Prague, has said co-operation with Communists on the regional level is not as important
as some in the press have been claiming because regional governments do not have a crucial influence
on the functioning of the whole country. He said:
“I think that Paroubek is testing how the Czech society will react to this cooperation. He
attaches a big importance to opinion polls. If he sees that people don’t mind the
cooperation, he will go on. If people do mind he would stick to the Bohumín
Resolution.”
The Bohumín Resolution was approved at a ČSSD congress that was held in 1995 in Bohumín, North
Moravia. Under this resolution, the Social Democrats are not allowed to cooperate with Communists
at the government level. Although there are many people within the Social Democrats who think that
this resolution should be abandoned, it is still valid.
The key question remains whether ČSSD would abandon or modify the Bohumín Resolution after
victory in a future national parliamentary election to gain power. The next presidential election is
scheduled for early 2013. The next general election is scheduled for mid October 2009.
3.

The Government - Ministers
Prime Minister Jan Fischer (Independent)
The new cabinet of experts takes over on May 9 2009:
ODS, KDU-CSL and the SZ to propose:
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- Secretary of Defense (formerly Vlasta Parkanova, KDU-CSL)
- Minister of Justice (formerly Jiri Pospisil, ODS)
- Minister of Finance (formerly Miroslav Kalousek, KDU-CSL)
- Minister of the Environment (formerly Martin Bursík, SZ)
- Minister of Transport (formerly Petr Bendl, ODS)
- Minister of Education (formerly Ondrej Liska, SZ)
- Minister of Culture (formerly Václav Jehlička, KDU-CSL)
- Minister of Health (formerly Daniela Filipiová, ODS)
CSSD to propose:
- Minister of Foreign Affairs (formerly Karel Schwarzenberg,)
- Minister of Interior (formerly Ivan Langer, ODS)
- Minister of Industry and Trade (formerly Martin Říman, ODS)
- Minister of Agriculture (formerly Petr Gandalovič, ODS)
- Minister for European Affairs (formerly Alexandr Vondra, ODS)
- Minister of Labor and Social Affairs (formerly Petr Necas, ODS)
- Minister for Regional Development (formerly Cyril Svoboda, KDU-CSL)
Minister for Human Rights and National Minorities, will be included within the scope of the Prime
Minister and government office.
4.

European Policy-making:

“We will make it sweet for you!”
Czech EU Presidency advertisement

Czech European Union policy-making has been headed by Alexandr Vondra,
("Saša" Vondra). He has been Deputy Prime Minister for European affairs since
January 2007.
“The formation of the function of Deputy-Prime Minister for European matters
has clearly weakened the role of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the organisation
of EU policies of the Czech Republic,” Marek Belko has written.
“At the moment, the rule is that when it comes to internal matters of the EU, Mr
Vondra has the main say, while all matters related to external/foreign EU politics/policies remain the
competence of the Ministry. The Department for EU politics (which is under Mr Vondra’s oversight)
significantly influences politics towards the EU, while the Minister of Foreign Affairs remains
responsible for agenda related to bilateral relations with other EU member states, as well as foreign
and security policies as a whole.”
(Marian Belko in “Czech Foreign Policy,” edited by Michal Kořán and Martin Hrabálek, IIPS,
Masaryk University 2007, in Czech).
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On the Western Balkans, Alexandr Vondra often refers to what he calls the “affinity effect” – the fact
that 800,000 Czechs visited Croatia and an estimated 50,000 Czechs visited Montenegro in the
summer of 2008. Alexandr Vondra has himself also travelled widely in the region.
Detailed policy is carried out by the Foreign Ministry – see below.
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister:
Alexandr Vondra
Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs
Office of the Government of the CR
Nábřeží E. Beneše 4, 118 01 Praha 1
Tel: +420 224 00 23 90
E-mail: kme@vlada.cz
Antonín Berdych
Director of the Executive Office
Contact: berdych.antonin@vlada.cz
Spokesperson:
Michaela Jelínková
eu-media@vlada.cz
Phone: +420 724 258 939

Advisers:
Linda Kopecká
Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs
E-Mail: kopecka.linda@vlada.cz

Denisa Haubertová
Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs
E-Mail: haubertova.denisa@vlada.cz
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Josef Kreuter
Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs
E-Mail kreuter.josef@vlada.cz
The Czech EU Presidency
http://eu2009.cz/en/

Jana Hendrichová, a non-party Deputy Minister, is in charge of preparations
for the Czech Presidency of the EU. She is responsible for logistics and
organization, the budget and public procurement, and communications (the EU
Information Department).
E-mail: hendrichova.jana@vlada.cz;
Tel.: +420 220 14 3772
http://www.vlada.cz/scripts/detail.php?id=21446

The EU Information Department is responsible for Euroskop web-portal:
http://www.euroskop.cz
Director: Pavlína Bartoňová
E-Mail bartonova.pavlina@vlada.cz

European Affairs Section
The section headed by Deputy Minister Marek Mora handles the analytical and
coordinating aspects related to the preparation of Czech positions for EU
meetings.
E-Mail mora.marek@vlada.cz
http://www.vlada.cz/scripts/detail.php?id=18283

The section has two main departments:
European Policies Coordination Department (OKE)
Director – Karolína Kottová E-Mail: eu@vlada.cz or kottova.karolina@vlada.cz
Strategies and Analyses Department (OKA)
Director – Lenka Pítrová
E-Mail eu@vlada.cz or pitrova.lenka@vlada.cz
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Organizational chart of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs:
Alexandr Vondra
Deputy Prime Minister for EU Affairs
Czech EU Presidency
Section
Jana Hendrichová
Deputy Minister

Executive
Office
Antonín
Berdych
Director

European Affairs
Information
Department
Pavlína Bartoňová
Director

European Affairs
Section
Marek Mora
Deputy Minister

Logistics and
Organisation
Department

European Policies
Coordination
Department

Radomír Karlík
Director
Budget and Public
Procurement
Department

Karolína Kottová
Director
Strategies and
Analyses Department
Lenka Pítrová
Director

David Mlíčko
Director
Communication
Department
Pavlína Bartoňová
Director
5.

Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Left: The former Czech Foreign Minister Karel
Schwarzenberg greeting the Georgian Minister of Foreign
Affairs.
First Deputy Minister Tomáš Pojar argued strongly for the
Western Balkans to be a priority for the Czech EU Presidency.
The Chef de Cabinet to Tomáš Pojar is Dana Baschová. E-

mail: dana_baschova@mzv.cz
Libor Sečka is the EU Director responsible for policy on enlargement. (He was Ambassador to the
EU during the closing of the Czech accession negotiations from 2000-2002). E-mail:
libor.secka@mzv.cz
Radek Pech is the Director General for EU Affairs. E-mail: radek_pech@mzv.cz
Tomáš Pojar:
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The senior officials dealing with West Balkan issues include the Political
Director Martin Povejšil. Tel +420 224 182 545.
E-mail: martin_povejsil@mzv.cz
The Director-General is Petr Buriánek. Tel + 420 224 182 941. E-mail:
petr_burianek@mzv.cz

Tomáš Szunyog, who was previously Ambassador to Slovenia, is the Director of the South & South
East Europe Department. Tel. +420 224 183 197. E-mail tomas_szunyog@mzv.cz
Václav Bálek is in charge of policy on CFSP. E-mail: vaclav_balek@mzv.cz
A full organogram of the MFA is available at
http://www.mzv.cz/servis/Soubor.asp?ID=34795
6.

The debate on recognizing Kosovo:

One of the most intense debates within the previous ODS led coalition Government was over the
recognition of Kosovo’s independence, in Spring 2008. Many ministers had strong personal positions.
Some were concerned about the break-up of Serbia. As then Deputy Prime Minister Alexandr Vondra
said: “Many Czechs feel sympathy in this difficult moment with Serbia.”
(http://www.alexandrvondra.cz, 19 February 2008)
The HN daily did a poll of Ministers on 26 March 2009. At that time eight Ministers were openly
against: Ivan Langer, Martin Říman Vlasta Parkanová, Tomáš Julínek, Aleš Řebíček, Miroslav
Kalousek, Cyril Svoboda and Petr Nečas. Two minsters didn’t yet have a position; Džamila
Stehlíková and Václav Jehlička. Four Ministers were declared in favour of Kosovo’s independence:
Karel Schwarzenberg, Petr Gandalovič, Jiří Pospíšil and Martin Bursík (Source: www.hn.ihned.cz, 26
March 2008).
Critics of the recognition move included President Klaus, and the leader of the opposition CSSD, Jiří
Paroubek who called Kosovo’s unilateral decision to declare independence “a premature and
irresponsible step.”
However, on 21 May 2008 the Foreign Minister, Karel Schwarzenberg managed to win the argument
and, somewhat reluctantly, the Government recognized Kosovo.
Alexandr Vondra has since said:
“It will be vital to take good care of Kosovo. We have passed a difficult test this year with the
proclamation of independence. Our task however has not finished yet – the process of recognition still
continues and we should be ready for discussions about the newly born state – be it within the EU,
within the frame of the dialogue with the Western Balkans countries or on the soil of the United
Nations. We should also start thinking of ways how to include Kosovo into the Stabilisation and
Association Process.”
Janina Hrebickova is the head of the Czech Mission in Kosovo.
Tel: +381-38-246-676.
7.

Key Ministries
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Ministry of Agriculture
Těšnov 17
117 05 Prague 1
Tel: +420 221811111
www.mze.cz
Ministry of Culture
Milady Horákové 139
160 41 Prague 6
Tel: +420 257085111
www.mkcr.cz
Ministry of Defence
Tychonova 1
160 01 Prague 6
Tel: +420 973200147 or 148
www.army.cz
Ministry of Education
Karmelitská 7
118 12 Prague 1
Tel: +420 257193111
www.msmt.cz
Ministry of Environment
Vršovická 65
100 10 Prague 10
Tel: +420 267121111
www.mzp.cz
Ministry of Finance
Letenska 15
118 10 Prague 1
Tel: +420 257041111
www.mfcr.cz
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Loretánské náměstí,
118 00 Prague 1
Tel: +420 224181111
info@mzv.cz
www.mzv.cz
www.euroskop.cz
Ministry of Health
Palackého náměstí 4
128 01 Prague 2
Tel: +420 224971111
www.mzcr.cz
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Ministry of Industry and Trade
Na Františku 32
110 15 Prague 1
Tel: +420 224851111
Head of Unit for South and Southeast Europe
Luboš Joza
E-mail: joza@mpo.cz
Tel: 00420 224 852 475
www.mpo.cz
Ministry of Interior
Nad Štolou 3
Poštovní schránka 21
170 34 Prague 7
Tel: +420 974811111
Visa Liberalisation
Tomáš Urubek,
Head of Unit
Department for Asylum and Migration Policy,
E-mail: urubek@mvcr.cz
www.mvcr.cz
Ministry of Justice
Vyšehradská 16
128 10 Prague 2
Tel: +420 221997111
www.msp.justice.cz
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
Na Poříčním právu 1/376
128 01 Prague 2
Tel: +420 221921111
www.mpsv.cz
Ministry of Local Development
Staroměstské náměstí 6
110 15 Prague 1
Tel: +420 224861111
www.mmr.cz
Ministry for Regional Development of the Czech Republic
Staroměstské náměstí 6
110 15 Praha 1
Tel: +420 22486 1111
www.mmr.cz
Ministry of Transport
Nábřeží Ludvíka Svobody 12/1222
P.O. Box 9
Tel: +420 225131112
www.mdcr.cz
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Parliament and Political Parties
Chamber of Deputies (Lower House)
Poslanecká sněmovna
Sněmovní 4
Prague 1 - Malá Strana
http://www.psp.cz/cgi-bin/eng/sqw/hp.sqw

Jan Hamáček (CSSD)
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee
Assistants: Jan Elznic and Jan Morávek
Tel: +420 723 903 066
Prague Office Tel: +420 25717 2103
E-mail hamacekj@psp.cz
http://www.hamacek.cz/

Kateřina Jacques (Green)
Chair of the EU Committee
Tel.: +420 257 17 22 66/ 00 420 257 171 11
E-mail: jacquesk@psp.cz
http://www.katerinajacques.cz/14/rubrika/zahranicni-politika/

The Senate (upper house)
Wallenstein Palace
Vladštejnské náměstí 17/4,
Prague 1
Tel: 00420 257 071 111
www.senat.cz
E-mail: info@senat.cz
President of the Senate: Přemysl Sobotka

Luděk Sefzig (ODS) is chair of the Senate EU Affairs Committee
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Party Headquarters
ČSSD (Social Democrats)
Headquarters: Lidový dům, Hybernská 7, 110 00 Prague 1
Tel: +420 296522111
www.cssd.cz
E-mail: info@socdem.cz
Leader: Jiří Paroubek
ODS (Civic Democrats)
Headquarters: Jánský Vršek 13, 118 00 Prague 1
Tel: +420 234707111
www.ods.cz
E-mail: hk@ods.cz
Leader: Mirek Topolánek
KDU-ČSL (Christian Democrats)
Headquarters: Karlovo náměstí 5, 128 01 Prague 2
Tel: 00420 226205111
www.kdu-csl.cz
E-mail: info@kdu.cz
Leader: Jiří Čunek
KSČM (Communists)
Headquarters: Politických vězňů 9, 111 21 Prague 1
Tel: 00420 222897111
www.kscm.cz
E-mail: info@kscm.cz
Leader: Vojtěch Filip
SZ (Greens)
Headquarters: Ostrovní 2063/7, 110 00 Prague 1
Tel: 00420 222352800
www.zeleni.cz
E-mail: info@zeleni.cz
Leader: Martin Bursík

www.esiweb.org

The Czech EU Enlargement debate

53

This manual is copyright of the European Stability Initiative.
www.esiweb.org
It is funded by the Strategic Programme Fund of the Foreign and Commonwealth office

Copyright:
The illustrations used here have been taken from the websites of the institutions described or from
media websites. The illustrations remain their copyright. We will remove any illustration immediately
on request of the copyright holder.
Contact details:
Contact details in this manual are from the website of the person concerned or from the Polish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UKIE, and Polish Mission to the EU. On request from the person quoted
we will remove any contact details immediately.
Contacting ESI
ESI contact details are available at http://www.esiweb.org/

Author:

Chris Langdon

Researchers:

Petr Lang
Marcela Polláková

Secretary:

Vicky Townshend

Editor

Kristof Bender

www.esiweb.org

