LN
5ESI
&

European Stability Initiative
BERLIN - BRUSSELS - ISTANBUL

ESI MANUAL

THE RUSSIAN DEBATE ON THE SOUTH CAUCASUS:
WHO IS WHO?

Part3: Russian Audiovisual Media

Berlini Istanbul April 2010




2 Russian audiovisual media

Table of Contents

O I Y 1S [ ] PRSP 3.
(O3 0= 1o 0 =T O o PP PPPPPR PP 3
I LS = T Y 7
NI YA I = 1= ] T o PP 10
REN TV 1ttt ettt ettt e e et enet e e e e st e e e e s nab et e e e e nenssaeeeeeanseeeeeeannseeesemne 12
YO 01 (] S PP PSPPPPRIN 14
R ettt ettt et e e e e e ——— e e aa et ateeeee e e e e an——e e e e anataaaeataaeeeeennannneaannne 16
01T o1 IS T (5 1Y) TSP 17

2. RADIO .. it — et e e e e e nanr——ee e e e ettt e e e e anreeeeanne e 20
Echo of MOSCOW (EKNO MOSKVY)..........cuiiiiiiiiiiee e 20
RAAIORUSSIA......coi ittt e e e e e e e s smmne e e s e eb b e e e e e e e ns 22
VOICE Of RUSSIBL...ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e e st e e e e s smmmt e e e e e e e nnneeeees 23

Radio Free Europe / Radio LIDEILY.........oooiiiiiiiii e 24



3 Russian audiovisual media

This section provides an ewiew of relevant Russian media, editors and journalists with an interest

in Russian neighbourhood policy and the Southern Caucasus. Most of the journalists speak English.
Some TV channels or radio stations have Engasiguage websites.

1. TELEVISION

Key TV channels and important political and news programs:

ﬂ Novostii 1 tso sfylsd ( Ne 6 pm (every day)

Channel One Vremyai |l toj d3% ( T i me 9 pm (every day)
1 jtear 2 s 0O« Odnakoi [ H dzO ¢ ts ( Ho v Sometimes after Timel tcj d
Poznefil tsL dzj tc Monday 11.40 pnii 00.40 am
S
Russia TV Paccw® Vestii 1 j MIsd ( News ) 11am, 2,5, 8 pm (every day)
t smfdw

NTV News
Television Segodnyd & j G sSH dg¥ (T 7 pm (every day)
1 vl

@ 9.30 am, 4.30 pm, 7.30 p
REN TV Novost ii |Ad4sinlsd (Monday i Friday) 12.30 pm
tr1 vl (News) every day
TV Center @ Sobytiyai y sB " Isdw ( E 11.30 am, 2.20 pm, 5.50 p
vl Ajdzlsts 8.30 pm (every day)
Petersburg i Fifth g Seychas & j 2 yNow) ( 10.30 am, 1.30 pm, 4.3pm,
Channel e 7.30 pm every day
l1iljtBlzkT" Glavnoei | dzO o &asgntigl( 6.30 pm on Saturdays
s OdzO dz

News Every 30 minutes
Russia Today —

Average audience share of Russian TV channels, weekldf March 2010 (between 05:00 and
20:00):
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Source:http://www.tnsglobal.ru/rus/data/ratings/t{First seven channels with the highest audience
share are: First Channel 18 percent; Russia TV 17.2 percent; NTV 14.9 percent; STS 8.9 percent;
TNT 7.1 percent; Ren TV 4.3 percent; Méentr 3.1 percent.)



http://www.tns-global.ru/rus/data/ratings/tv/
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Channel One

1 jteor 2 sPerdyXdnalf
www. 1tv.ru

Channel One Russiads main taktevihei dinOsd laarkn enlo,0 Ba vad
Moscow, is a stateontrolled TV station with the highest audience shatee Russian government

controls 51 percent of shares, the remaining 49 percent belonging to private shareholders such as the
little-known ORT Bank Consortium, RastrKom 2002 and EberLink, all believed to be controlled by
oligarch Roman Abramovich.

Chanrel One also owns some digiahly television channels. The Channel One Digital TV family

includes Cinema House (movies), Channel One Music, Time (20th century history), TV Nanny
(childrenbs programming) and Tel ewdendeshare Gfaf ® ( f
almost 20 percent.

The channel s ANovosti 0 and fAVremyad news progr
most Russians. The website of Channel One is only in Russian.

fiOstanki noo, Akademi ka Koroleva Str. 12, 127427
Tel: +7 495 617 73 87

Senior management

Konstantin Ernst has been General Director since
October 1999.

Alexander Fayfmanis Deputy Director and General
Producer.

First Channel news department:

Kirill Kleymenov is Deputy General Director and head ihe news
department. He has worked with Channel One since 1997, when he became
head of the news department. Before graduating from the Ro@anican
department at Moscow State University he worked for State Radio of the
Soviet Union. He also wrote fohé¢ Russian news agency Interfax. In 2004

he worked as press officer for the Russian oil giant Lukoil.

Main evening news

Aivremyao (40 minutes starting at 9 pm every di
presenting the wor | ybks. Havingofitsigdired inh@uatky 1368n&nd hadisg e
survived the tectonic shifts in the Russian media landscape since the 1990s, it is one of the most
influential TV news programs in Russia. Vremya has the largest audience share of any Russian news
program.


http://www.1tv.ru/
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Ekaterina Andreevai s one of the two anchors of AV
of President Vladimir Putin's favourite TV news journalis&he studied law and

history at Moscow State University. In 1991 Andreeva started working in
television. She haseen on air since 1995. (See aE&Sl picture story Mainstream

views on Russian TV

Channel One6s midovastio n e-waadcast abSgam ana 9 dmwadl as at 12 pm, 3

pm and 6 pm. The | ast news broadcast AiNochnye N
0.30 am. Channel One also runs news and intervi
Utroo (the Good Mor ni ng.Wdnahe Ressigokrainiarogas dispu5 t o
started in January 2009, the program broadcast nothing more than official staterbgnButin,

Medvedev and Alexei Millei while avoiding commentary by journalists.

Opinion programs

After t he n e wse mypaiohgilr a m 1Y 3
Leontiev, Russi ads rmoomnientatog mo u s 'E%\h,
pres©daksd A A However o), whi as been o]
air since March 1999. In April 2001 Leontiev joined

the Eurasia movement whose leader, Alexander —
Dugin, is one of the most influential ideoloigisof

Russian expansion and nationalism. Leontievonce described himself as a voice

of the KremlinnAil am one of the propagandists o
team in the power, 0 he was quoted as deoytievhg by t
has been a member of the {ftatin United Russia party since December 2002. He is also the founder

of the weekly magazine AProfil eod.

As the RussiatGeorgian war broke out, Leontiev was on air every evening between 10 and 14
August 2008. He accused @gia of aggression, characterized Saakashvili as a war criminal and
never referred to the actions of the Russian army as something other than peacekeeping.

More AOdnakoo programs can be found on:
http://www.1tv.ru/owa/win/ort6_main.main?p_news_razdel id=100&p pagenum=4

(in Russian only)

Vladimir Pozneri s one of Cha
influential journalists and sharpeg
commentators. Since November 2008 hosts
hisown politi c&dzned  al W
airs every Monday evening at 11.30 pm. Un \
the autumn of 2008 he was the anchorman of
- weekly political sho c a0 (Ti me
new show, besides its focus on politics, covers social and cultural issuesinBb934 in Parls

Pozner lived with his family in France, in the USA and in the Eastern part of Berlin until he was 18.

At the request of his father, the family return
death. Going back to Franceawve i mpossi bl e since none of the far
mother, had a French passport.

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/insgdery-now-backto-you-tetsuya416448.html



http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=281&story_ID=26&slide_ID=13
http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=281&story_ID=26&slide_ID=13
http://www.1tv.ru/owa/win/ort6_main.main?p_news_razdel_id=100&p_pagenum=4
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/inside-story-now-back-to-you-tetsuya-416448.html
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Maxim Shevchenko hosts the political s
talk show Sudite Sami ( i Judge
yourselfo). He is | ,
leading Russian journalists and experts | §
on ethnecultural and religious issues -
Besides his work as anchorman fol¢AS\

0N

Channel One, he O vnomo,
(The Essential) on statewvned Radio ¥ .~~~ "5
station Vesti FM, as well as the weekly program

of Moscow. Skvchenko graduated from the Moscow Aviation Institute in 1990. He was a special
correspondent in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Chechnya, Dagestan, former Yugoslavia, Israel and Palestine,
editorin-c hi ef o-Ret hgi NG secti on of authddand editeinshiemay a g a

of ASensed0 magazine. I n 2000, he created the Ce
the Modern World. He is a Member of the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation. See also ESI
picturestoniJ udge f or yourself: Maxi.m Shevchenko and t

AJudge for your sel f o hitpd/wwwhlte.ru/prisie5691&m2 Channel One:

Article on mass media dmtp://www.archipelag.ru/authors/shevchenko/?library=2278

Southern Caucasus Coverage:
3‘ Anton Stepanenko,based in Moscow, covered the Rusd@@orgianwar as

¥ - special correspondent. On the first day of war he reported on Southern Ossetia

4 and Tskhinvali.

On 23 August 2008, Stepanenko produced a 30 minute documentary on
Tskhinvali, The Wounds of TskhinvalRa ny Ts i n¥Xad dze © ded &)z

http://rutube.ru/tracks/949505.html?confirm=d1e10da639304084e3536821c54blala&v=109b228c1f9
c4387d7f2d9ffa9d5b85¢

Yevgeni B a r a Ab&haziaon 24 May@009. o n
http://www.1tv.ru/news/polit/144307

According to its website, Channel One has correspondents across Russia, in the CIS countries and
countries like France (Shanna Agalakova) dsmhel (Sergey Auslender). Channel One also has
bureaus in Georgia and Armenia.

Correspondents in the Southern Caucasus

Georgia: Mikhail Robakidze, 380076 Thilisi, M. Kostava Str. 86
Tel: + 995 32 95 75 24
Report 11 May 200%http://www.1tv.ru/news/world/143469

Armenia: Levon Grigorian, First Channel, cameraman and correspondent:
Yerevan Tel./Fax: +374 10 52 95 42; +374 10 56 64 08; +374 10 56 70 77,
E-mail: 1ltvarm@mail.ru

PpoCccHs >



http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=281&story_ID=26&slide_ID=14
http://www.1tv.ru/pr/si=5691&im=2
http://www.archipelag.ru/authors/shevchenko/?library=2278
http://rutube.ru/tracks/949505.html?confirm=d1e10da639304084e3536821c54b1a1a&v=109b228c1f9c4387d7f2d9ffa9d5b85c
http://rutube.ru/tracks/949505.html?confirm=d1e10da639304084e3536821c54b1a1a&v=109b228c1f9c4387d7f2d9ffa9d5b85c
http://www.1tv.ru/news/polit/144307
http://www.1tv.ru/news/world/143469
mailto:1tvarm@mail.ru
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Russia TV
t sffpdw

WWW.rutv.ru

Russia TV, formerly RTR or Channel 2, is the second national channel. It is run byosiaés
Vserossiyskaya Gosudarstvennaya TamjadAlliRassiamnnay a
State Television and Broadcasting Company, or VGTRK), an umbrella organisation for six
nationwide TV channels such as Rossiya, Vesti, Sports, a children channel, afela€R&tR. The

holding also runs radio stations such as Radio RussiaMayak, as well as over 80 regional
channels. Russia TV was founded in 1991 in an effort to give Russian president Boris Yeltsin an
outlet independent of the Soviet TV channels. Russia TV has the second largest audience in Russian
television. In a typiclaweek it is viewed by 75 percent of urban Russians, compared to 83 percent for

the leading channel, Channel One. RFRneta, the program for the CIS and Baltic states, has an
audience of 50 million peopl e. Vesdldgshipand bfierc h a p p e
Channel O nietlie second raostyngortant source for information for the Russian audience.

Its website is only in Russian.

5. Yamskogo Polya Str. 19/21, 125040 Moscow
Tel: +7 495 232 63 33
E-mail: AKasianikova@vgtrk.confPress office)

Senior management of Russia TV

Ant on Z| ais @Genevdl Mrsctoi offRussia TV.
E-Mail: rtr@rtr-tv.ru

Yulia Rakcheyevais Deputy Directo of Russia TV and General Manager of
news programs.

E-Mail: rtr@rtr-tv.ru

Pyotr Fyodorov is Director of the department for international relations
E-mail: pfyodorov@vgtrkcom

Andrey Polivanchuk is Head of the foreign news desk.
E-Mail: apolivanchuk@vgtrk.com



http://www.rutv.ru/
mailto:AKasianikova@vgtrk.com
mailto:rtr@rtr-tv.ru
mailto:rtr@rtr-tv.ru
mailto:pfyodorov@vgtrk.com
mailto:apolivanchuk@vgtrk.com
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Main news programs

ecTun» ‘;eKaHane fivesto at 8 pm is the main news prog
’ of about 15 percent..

Other news programs al so wwweastard. ©newfrtheérais Dobrbedltrd, i t | e
Rossiya, (Good Morning, Russi a) which airs fron

continues with regular new3here are also Vesti v Subbotu (Vesti on Saturday) and Vesti Nedeli
(Vesti of the Week).

The main anal yt i VYesti Nedel®e wegw.vpsti7oy presemtedi s
by former NTV correspondentevgeny Revenko.The program airs on Sunday
evening at 8. According to trgdobal, it retained an audience share of 15.1
percent in the week from 26 October to 1 November.

News websitehttp://www.vesti7.ru/archive/mes?id=12526

E-mail: vestipress@vgtrk.com

Analysis and opinion programs

Arkadiy Mamontov is a popular journalist and one of four documentary makers

f orAviior skaya Progr amma Spet Ehal nAiuyt h &m0 o ¢
Program Special Correspondent), a program that prides itself on reporting
fobjective realityo. Mamont ov previousl:
Chechnya and Dagestan. He came to prominence in 2006 after producing footage
purporting to kow a British diplomat exchanging classified information with local

agents through a device disguised as a rock on a street in Moscow. A year later,
Mamontov claimed in another documentary that the CIA
funding Russian opposition groups in order to fom@opular
uprisings of the sort that took place in Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine
Kyrgyzstan. On 5 April 2009 Russia TV aired a film accusing t Py
U.S. of using an air base in Kyrgyzstan to spy on Russia and Chi BT
On 1 February 20097 Russh @y o V( BB
Foe), a documentary in which Mamontov alleged that Ukraine
participated in the RussigBeorgian war in August 2008. The fil
was widely discussed in the Russian press. i
troublehi msel f with such trifles as wor Kommgrsanti t h
Mamont ov repeatedly used phrases |ike fiaccord
identities of a number of his interlocutors.

I
i

I n
f a
i n

AAvtor skaya SPredgriarhma y Kiosron Susgap evdnengstad 9.05 pm on
Russia TV.

E-mail: amamontov@vagtrk.com
Documentary oif skhinvalion 17 August 2008:
http://www.rutv.ru/search.html?d=0&g=%C3%F0%F3%E7%E8%FF

The Documenit@hrwz hfoSvoy( Fri end vs. Foe) on Ukr ain
Georgia war aired on 1 February 2088p:/MWww.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=248571



http://www.vesti.ru/
http://www.vesti7.ru/
http://www.vesti7.ru/archive/news?id=12526
mailto:vesti-press@vgtrk.com
mailto:amamontov@vgtrk.com
http://www.rutv.ru/search.html?d=0&q=%C3%F0%F3%E7%E8%FF
http://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=248571
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a nc hor maNatsiormalhy infiere® (National @
Interest), a political talk show aired on the RussialF
I nf or mat i on CThe progrdm brinyse s
togetherhigh-ranking politicians to discuss (from 3
national i st perspecti ve naj or
. development. National Interest is broadcast live every Saturday at 11. 20 am.

On 14 March 2008, in an article published by the itigaive newspaper Novaya Gazeta, Kiselyev
defended the channel 6s policy of sidelining opp
on air, Yavlinsky and Nemtsov in great profusio
di dnétowaee them anymore! o

Special programs on the Caucasus

The Russian I nformation Channel i
t it ISH@ s Ririllom Tanayevymo (The Cl'sS with
Tanayev). During the program, Tanayev, the General Director of

the Foundationfor Effective Politics (see Think Tanks and
Academia section), takes stock of developments in the twelve
countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States. On
weekends he talks to party leaders, politicians, experts and political
scientists. Tanaev realy edited a book on the war in Georgia
entitled fAOssetian tragedy. Whit e
Osseti a, Anttpy/ausopublBOor@eBigiallbooks

Correspondents in the South Caucasus

Georgia: lyaBersenadzeCor r espondent of news program fiVesti @
M. Kostava Str. 68, 380076 Thilisi, Tel: +995 32 98 63 55; +995 32 36 85 58


http://europublish.ru/eng/allbooks
http://europublish.ru/eng/allbooks
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NTV Television
1 vl
WWw.ntv.ru

10

NTV Television, owned by gas giant Gazprom, is the third federal channel. It retains an audience
share of some 15 percent. Founded in 1993, NTV
holding until January 2001. During the 1990s, when freedd speech in Russia was almost
unlimited, NTV1 known for its independent reporting and its criticism of government policy, notably

in Chechnyai qui ckly developed into one of Russiads b
Russiads best loputarw journadists d inclndmg tYevgeny Kiselyov, Marianna
Maksimovskaya, Mikhail Osokin and Viktor Shenderovich. Shenderovich became famous for Kukly
(Puppets), a 10 minute political satire show broadcast on Saturday evening. Things changed for the
worse wken Vladimir Putin came to power. When NTV did not relent in its criticism of government

policy, the company was restructured and sold. Today not much remains of the old NTV. The
programming consists of little more than entertainment, crime and soap dpelasine analytical

progr am, AK Barryeruo (On the stand), has survi
to have close links to Vladimir Putin.

Akademik Korolyova Str. 12, 127427 Moscow
Email:info@ntv.ru

Senior Management

Vladimir Kulistikov is General Director of NTV. He started his career with

NTV where he was the first Deputy Director General in 2000. After the
channel 6s sale he moved to the Vesti (|
VGTRK state ¢levision. In 2001 he returned to NTV as Deputy Director

General.

Alexander Nechayevis Deputy Director General of NTV since March 2008.

He was previously t he channel 6s mar ke
strategic planning. 120042006 he worked fo Ch ann el Oneds int
programme.



http://www.ntv.ru/
mailto:info@ntv.ru
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Main news programs

Segodnyal Today) is NTV6s main news progr amme. It is
times a day on weekends. The program is presented by 24 anchormen.

Since 2005Kirill P ozdnyakov hosts the news
programme Segodnya Itogovaya Programma
(Todayi Final Issue), aired on Sundays at 7 p
Pozdnyakov has worked with NTV since 199§
Yekaterina Kopylova and Tatyana Sopovaare
"the showo6s chief edit
News on Georgigattp://news.ntv.ru/theme/506@h Russian only)

Analysis and opinion programs

Vladimir Solovyev h o s K Barnyerud  ( On t he stand), t he
anal ytical programme on NTV.ecthdbate show
for mat bet ween two opposing vVviewpoint
20057 Solovyev, regarded as close to the administration of Vladimir Putin, is

known for his sharp, polemical and often scandalous statements on a range of
issues including gitics, economics, religion, sports, and journalism.

E-mail: pr@tabriz.ruor pr@treli.ru

NTV has 13 foreign correspondents in places like New York, Brussels and Germany. It has one
carrespondent in Georgia (Nuzgar Kereselidze) and one in Armenia (Hovhannes Hakobyan).

Correspondents in the Southern Caucasus
Georgia Nugzar Kereselidze

Sh.Rustaveli Prospekt 42, 380008, Thilisi
. Tel. +995 32 99 03 62

Armenia: Hovhannes Hakobyan

http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:sGCOZIWrfKYJ:www.cdi.org/russia/johnson/9107
6.cfm+Vladimir+Solovyev+NTV&cd=8&hl=tr&ct=clnk&gl=tr



http://news.ntv.ru/theme/5064/
mailto:pr@tabriz.ru
mailto:pr@treli.ru
http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:sGC0ZlWrfKYJ:www.cdi.org/russia/johnson/9107-6.cfm+Vladimir+Solovyev+NTV&cd=8&hl=tr&ct=clnk&gl=tr
http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:sGC0ZlWrfKYJ:www.cdi.org/russia/johnson/9107-6.cfm+Vladimir+Solovyev+NTV&cd=8&hl=tr&ct=clnk&gl=tr
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REN TV

trwl
WWW.rentv.com

REN TV, owned mainly by the National Media Group (68 percent of shares) and the German Media
house Bertelsmann RTL (30 percent), is one of the largest private federal channels in Russia.
According to tnsglobal, REN TV retained a 4.3 percent audience share during the week4of 8

March 2010. The channel was launched in the beginning of 1997. Its programs are now broadcast to a
potential audience of about 113.5 million viewers in more thanRi@%ian cities. After its January

2001 sal e, NTV hired some of Russiads most reno
a former presenter of the interview show Geroy Dnya (Hero of the day) and Mikhail Osokin, presenter

of the Segodnya news prograThe channel featuring interviews with leaders of Other Russia, an
organisation gathering opponents of former President Vladimir P@ained a reputation as the last

bastion of independent TV reporting. In r@ttober 2009 the owner of REN TV, whis@ controls

the independent Petersburg Channel 5, announced
management. Both channels are worried about a possible merger and the possibility of meddling by
the stateowned RT, which is reportedly expedtto produce news for REN TV.

Zubovskiy Bulvar 17, bld. 1, 119847 Moscow
Tel: +7 499 246 59 33; +7 495 937 61 70

Senior Management

Alexander Ordzhonikidze is General Director of REN TV.

Alexei Abakumov is Editorin-chief of REN TV.



http://www.ren-tv.com/
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Main news programs

fi 2 4sdhe main news program of REN TV. It is broadcast on weekdays
at 9.30 am, 12.30 pm, 4.30 pm and 7.30 pm.

Mikhail Osokin ho st sl ttohgeoviyy Wy p(uFsikn ad 2 416s s u e i 2
program, which airs Moray to Thursday at 11.30 pm. Osokin was one of the
|l eading anchormen at NTV before the chan

Marianna Maksimovskaya hosts the weekly programNedelya (Week) an

analytical news program. She also is Deputy Editarhief of RENTV. Before
joining the channel in 2002 she was the
day), one of the best interview programs in Russian television. Maksimovskaya left

NTV when the channel was acquired by Gazprom.

Editor -in-chief of Nedelya isSvetlana Elina.

Correspondents in the Southern Caucasus

Georgia: lvan Shlamoy Thilisi






