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Judy Batt is Senior Research Fellow at the EU Institute for Security Studies, Paris, where she 
works on EU policies towards the Western Balkans.  She is on leave (2003-08) from her 
academic post of Professor of Central and South East European Politics in the European 
Research Institute, University of Birmingham.  She was awarded the personal title of Jean 
Monnet Chair by the EU in 2003.  She has previously worked at the University of Leicester; 
and on secondments to Chatham House and the Policy Planning Staff of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.  Her recent publications include: Is there an Albanian Question? 
Chaillot Paper no.107 (EU-ISS, Paris, January 2008); The question of Serbia, Chaillot Paper 
no.81 (EU-ISS, Paris, August 2005); Editor, The Western Balkans: moving on, Chaillot Paper 
no.70 (EU-ISS, Paris, 2004). 
 
Jérôme Bédier is the president of the French Federation of Trade and Distribution (FECD) 
and a member of the Office of the Movement of French Enterprises (MEDEF), France’s most 
important employers association.  Since 2005, he is President of the MEDEF Europe 
Commission.  He is also – among a wide range of other functions – a Member of the Higher 
Council of Agricultural Orientation, a Member of the Board of Directors of the French Food 
Safety Agency (AFSSA), a Member of the National Committee of Euro and a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the National Council of Packing.  Earlier on, from 1991 to 1995, 
Jérôme Bédier was a partner at Deloitte & Touche, heading the public sector and privatisation 
department.  Prior to this, he held various positions at the Ministry for Trade (from 1986 to 
1991), the Ministry for Economy and Finances (1984 to 1986) and the Ministry for Industry 
(1980 to 1984). 
 
Arnaud Danjean has specialised in Balkan affairs for both the French Ministry of Defence 
and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for 13 years.  From 1994 to 2000, he served in the 
French External Intelligence Agency, (DGSE), spending many years in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Kosovo and Montenegro.  He was subsequently a special adviser for Eastern and 
South-eastern Europe to the Head of French Intelligence from 2000 to 2002, in charge of the 
cooperation with Balkan countries.  He then joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and served 
at two years at the French Permanent Mission to the United Nations in Geneva (2002-2004).  
In 2004, he spent a year in Kosovo as a Senior Adviser for Kosovo to Javier Solana.  At the 
beginning of 2005, he joined the cabinet of French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier, as an 
adviser for South-eastern Europe.  He continued in this role for Barnier’s successor, Philippe 
Douste-Blazy until spring 2007.  Arnaud Danjean graduated from the Institut d’Etudes 
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Politiques in Paris, in political sciences and international affairs.  He’s currently teaching 
Balkan history and foreign affairs at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques. 
 
Bernard Guetta is one of France’s leading commentators on international affairs.  He is a 
permanent commentator at the Radio station France Inter and at the weekly L’Express, but 
contributes also to other media.  His vast experience in foreign affairs journalism goes back to 
1979, when he was recruited as Vienna correspondent for Le Monde.  Postings in Poland, 
Washington, and Moscow were to follow.  He also was Editor in Chief at L’Expansion (1991-
1993) and Nouvel Observateur (1996-1999). 
 
Ben Hall is correspondent for the Financial Times in Paris where he covers French politics, 
government and diplomacy.  Before coming to France, he spent four years until August 2007 
covering British politics in Westminster.  He has also been deputy comment editor and a 
leader-writer on European and international affairs.  Before joining the Financial Times, he 
was research director of the Centre for European Reform, a London-based think tank which 
he helped to set up in 1997.  On 7 January 2008 Ben Hall published an interview with French 
State Secretary Jean-Pierre Jouyet in which Jouyet said that there was a sea change in the 
French government’s approach towards the EU: “We have crossed a very important Rubicon 
in the last two years in terms of European integration.  We used to believe that a federal 
Europe was necessary for a more deeply integrated union and that enlargement would counter 
this and prevent Europe from working effectively.  We have now overcome this 
contradiction.” 
 
François Heisbourg is Chaiman of the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), 
based in London, and of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy.  From 2001 to 2005 he was 
the director of the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique in Paris and still serves as a 
Special Adviser to the Foundation.  His earlier positions include Senior Vice-President at 
MATRA-Défense-Espace, Director of the International Institute for Strategic Studies in 
London, International Security Adviser to the French Minister of Defence, First Secretary at 
the French Permanent Mission to the UN, and member of the French Foreign Ministry’s 
Policy Planning Department.  He also was a member of the International Commission on the 
Balkans (2004-2006).  His numerous publications include The Future of Warfare (London, 
1997), European Defence: Making It Work (Co-author and editor, Paris 2000), and La fin de 
L’Occident? L’Amerique, L’Europe at le Moyen-Orient (Paris, 2005). 
 
Matthew Kaminski is the editorial page editor of The Wall Street Journal Europe, based in 
Paris.  He joined the Journal in 1997 as a reporter based in Brussels, specialising in security 
issues, Central Europe and the Balkans.  Mr. Kaminski became an editorial page writer in 
January 2002 in Brussels.  He moved to Paris a year later, and assumed his current position in 
October 2004.  In 2004, the German Marshall Fund of the U.S. awarded him a Peter R. Weitz 
Award for “excellence in reporting on European affairs” for a series of columns on the EU.  
Before joining the Journal, Mr. Kaminski was a foreign correspondent for the Financial Times 
in 1993-97, reporting from the former Soviet Union.  He got a BA in history from Yale 
University, and studied international politics at the Université Libre de Bruxelles. 
 
Thomas Klau joined the European Council on Foreign Relations in July 2007 as Editorial 
Director and Head of the Paris Office.  His previous career in journalism was largely focused 
on European affairs and international politics.  He received his first training in Paris, at 
Agence-France-Presse and Le Matin de Paris.  He moved on to Frankfurt and later to Brussels 
where he worked as senior political correspondent for European Voice and as EU 
correspondent for Börsen-Zeitung.  In 2000, Thomas Klau helped to launch the Financial 
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Times Deutschland.  He served as the newspaper’s bureau chief in Brussels (2000-2005) and 
as correspondent in Washington (2006-2007); he continues to write a column for it.  Together 
with Jean Quatremer, he co-authored a history of the negotiations leading up to European 
monetary union, Ces hommes qui ont fait l’Euro (Paris 1999).  He has written for The 
Brookings Institution, Prospect magazine and Europartenaires. 
 
Natalie Nougayrède covers international affairs for Le Monde.  She was awarded the 2004 
prize of the French diplomatic press for her reporting of the Beslan siege, and the conflict in 
Chechnya, as the paper’s correspondent based in Moscow.  She has also reported from the 
Balkans after joining the foreign department of Le Monde in 1996, covering major stories 
such as the fall of Milosevic.  In 1993, Natalie Nougayrède was based in Tbilisi in Georgia, at 
the time that separatist conflicts broke out in Abkhazia, Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh, and 
from 1994 she was immersed in reporting the conflict in Chechnya.  She covered the break-up 
of Czechoslovakia for the daily paper Liberation and the former BBC French language 
service, following journalism studies at the Centre de formation des journalists in Paris. 
 
Nadège Ragaru is Research Fellow at the Centre national de la recherche scientifique 
(CNRS), associated with the Centre d’études et de recherches internationals (CERI), and a 
lecturer at Sciences Po (Paris and Dijon).  A member of the editorial board of the academic 
journals Critique internationale, Balkanologie and CEMOTI, she holds a PhD in Political 
Science, two Master’s Degrees (Political Science and East European Studies) and a 
Bachelors’s degree from Sciences-Po Paris.  Formerly, she was Reid Hall Fellow at Columbia 
University (US, 1999-2000).  Her research interests include ethnic mobilization, conflict 
management, democracy-building, and international aid to the Balkans.  Her latest 
publications include: “Macedonia: Between Ohrid and Brussels” (Chaillot Papers, 108, 
December 2007, pp. 41-60); “Repenser la politisation des identités. Les engagements 
militants dans les Balkans d’aujourd’hui” (Revue d’études comparatives Est-Ouest, 38(4), 
December 2007, pp. 5-28); “L’opération Althea en Bosnie-Herzégovine et la gestion 
européenne du ‘post-conflit’” (Etude du CERI, 139, November 2007, 38p.). 
 
Jacques Rupnik is Research Director at CERI (Centre d’Études et de Recherches 
Internationals).  He is also visiting Professor at the College of Europe in Bruges and he was 
visiting professor of government at Harvard University in 2006.  Since 2007, he also advises 
the European Commission.  One of his most recent publications is “Les banlieues de 
l’Europe. Les politiques de voisinage de l’Union Européenne” (“The suburbs of Europe. The 
Neighbourhood policy of the EU”, Paris, Presses de Sciences Po, 2007). He is also Professor 
at the Institut d’Études Politiques de Paris since 1982.  He was Research Associate at the 
Russian Research Center at Harvard University (1974-1975), and specialist on Eastern Europe 
at the BBC World Service (1977-1982).  Jacques Rupnik also was advisor to the 
Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel (from 1990-1992), Executive Director of the 
International Commission for the Balkans at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
1995-1996, and a member of the Independent International Commission on Kosovo (1999-
2000).  He studied History at the Sorbonne and Politics at the Institut d'Études Politiques de 
Paris (1972), holds an M.A in Soviet Studies from Harvard University (1974), and a Ph. D 
(History of International Relations) from the Sorbonne (University Paris I, 1978). 
 
Denis Simonneau, a French career diplomat, is Chief of Cabinet of Jean-Pierre Jouyet, the 
State Minister (State Secretary) for European Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign and European 
Affairs.  His previous job was Deputy Director for Information and Communications at the 
Ministry.  His foreign postings include South Africa, the French Permanent Representation to 
the EU in Brussels, and Consul General and Head of the French Trade and Economic Mission 
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in Houston, USA.  He is a graduate of the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA) and the 
Institut d’Études politique de Paris (Science Po). 
 
Daniel Vernet is director of the international relations section of Le Monde since 1991 and is 
a leading French commentator on foreign affairs.  From 1985 to 1991 he was an Editor in 
Chief of Le Monde which he joined in 1973 as the paper’s Germany correspondent.  He has 
also covered the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom.  He has published a series of books, 
including L’Amerique messianique – les guerres des néoconservateurs (Paris, Seuil, 2004), 
November 1989, le mur de Berlin s’effondre (Paris, Seuil 1999) and Le rêve brisé. Chronique 
des guerres yougoslaves (Paris, Odile Jacob, 1994).  He studied at the Institut d’Études 
politiques de Paris. 
 
Sir Peter Westmacott has been British Ambassador to France since March 2007.  Sir Peter 
was HM Ambassador to Turkey from 2002 to 2006, his second time there – he also served in 
Ankara as Head of Chancery in the late 1980’s.  From his time in Turkey he takes a personal 
interest in the EU enlargement agenda.  He has first-hand knowledge of the European 
Commission, having worked there on secondment from the late 1970’s.  His previous 
positions have also included Director, Americas, at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) in London; he was appointed to the Board of the FCO in 2000.  From 1993-1997, Sir 
Peter was Counsellor for Political and Public Affairs at the UK Embassy in Washington.  He 
was Deputy Private Secretary to the Prince of Wales, from 1990-1993.  His first foreign 
posting was to Tehran in 1974, after joining the FCO in 1972 and working for a year in the 
Middle East Department.  He was educated at New College Oxford. 
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