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Adam Balcer is a specialist on South East Europe in the Central Europe Department of the Centre 

for Eastern Studies, Poland's most respected institute covering the region, He specializes in issues of 

nationalism, and  geopolitical and security issues, the Black Sea region, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, 

Romania, and Turkey. He also co-ordinates the OSW project, “Turkey after the start of EU accession 

negotiations: foreign policy and domestic politics.” He lectures in SE European studies at the Centre 

for East European Studies at Warsaw University.  

E-mail: Adam.Balcer@osw.waw.pl   Mobile: +48 600 876 536. 

 

Marek Cichocki is the Curriculum Director of the European Centre in Natolin and Editor-in-chief of 

the magazine “New Europe - Natolin Review” and Curriculum Director of the Centre of International 

Relations in Warsaw. He is also the publisher and Editor-in-chief of the annual publication “Teologia 

Polityczna”. He has been an adjunct at the Institute of Applied Social Sciences of the University of 

Warsaw since 2001. His specialization is the history of ideas and political philosophy. Marek 

Cichocki is the author of many books, essays, articles and dissertations on international relations 

including “Poland – European Union, halfway” (2002), “Europe Kidnapped” (2004) and “Power and 

Remembrance.” (2006). He was awarded his PhD from The Institute of Philosophy/Polish Academy 

of Sciences (IFiS PAN) on the basis of his thesis on “Affirmative Conservatism”. It discussed the 

structure of conservative thinking in the tradition of German political philosophy.  

Email: mcichocki@natolin.edu.pl  

 

Mikołaj Dowgielewicz is State Secretary and Head of the Office of the Committee on European 

Integration (UKIE). He is due to become State Secretary for European Affairs at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in the second half of 2009, as part of UKIE’s amalgamation into the Foreign 

Ministry. He is also the Government Plenipotentiary for the Preparation of Governmental 

Administrative Bodies and the Republic of Poland's Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union. He became State Secretary at UKIE in December 2007. He worked previously in Brussels as 

advisor to the President of the European Parliament, Pat Cox, and as Spokesperson for Institutional 

Relations and Communication Strategy in the Cabinet of Margot Wallström, the Vice-President of 

the European Commission.   

Contact: Marcin_Augustyn@mail.ukie.gov.pl  

 

Adam Hałaciński has been Director of the Department of Central and South East Europe at the 

Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 2007. He was Deputy Chief of Mission at the Polish 

Embassy to Austria from 2002-2007. He was Director for Central and SE Europe, and Director for 

Western Europe in the years 2000-2002. He served at the Polish Mission to the OSCE in Vienna from 

1993-99. He joined the Foreign Ministry in 1989 – the year he was awarded his M.A. German 

philology, political sciences by Warsaw University.  

Email: adam.halacinski@msz.gov.pl  
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Adam Eberhardt is Deputy Director, Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW). He specializes in Russian 

foreign policy and international relations in the post-Soviet space. He is author of a book on relations 

between Russia and Belarus from 1991-2008 published in 2008.  He has also been a correspondent in 

Moscow for the Polish Press Agency, PAP. E-mail: adam.eberhardt@osw.waw.pl 

 

Anna Kalczyńska is a presenter for TVN 24, the news channel of Poland’s first commercial channel, 

TVN. She edited “Studio Europe,” a 15 minute weekly programme explaining the rights of EU 

citizens and the impact of European institutions on ordinary citizens. In 20 episodes transmitted in 

2006 it covered issues such as gender equality, social inclusion policy, regional and and social policy 

in the EU.  “Studio Europa” focused on the background to current events covering covered topics 

such as air traffic safety, lobbying, corruption and the ban on tobacco from the persepctuve of EU 

policy. She studied at the College of Europe at Natolin and at Boston University (journalism). She 

has also worked at the European Commission in Brussels on communications policies. 

E-mail: A.Kalczynska@tvn.pl  

 

Aneta Kędziora is Director of the National Aid Coordinator Department at the Office of the 

Committee on European Integration (UKIE). She is in charge of programming, monitoring and 

evaluating Phare and Transition Facility projects as well as co-operating with Western Balkan 

countries under the Regional Partnership initiative. She began her work at UKIE in 2004 working in 

the Department for Institution Building Programmes, when she first took responsibility for 

implementing Phare and Transition Facility projects, including twinning. She is co-author of two 

publications:  “Phare Institution Building. What has changed for the better" and "Phare w Polsce. 

1990-2007.” She graduated from the Institute of Applied Linguistics at Warsaw University and the 

National School of Public Administration.   

Aneta_Kedziora@mail.ukie.gov.pl  

 

Zuzanna Kierzkowska is Director, Institution Building Programmes, at the Office of the Committee 

on European Integration (UKIE). She is Deputy Project Authorising Officer for Institution Building 

projects. She manages and coordinates institution building projects funded under PHARE and 

Transition Facility. She is the national contact point for twinning in Poland, She joined UKIE in 

1988. She graduated from the English Language Faculty at the Jagiellonian University and the 

National School of Public Administration. She completed Postgraduate Studies in Company 

Management at the Warsaw School of Economics. 

Zuzanna_Kierzkowska@mail.ukie.gov.pl 

 

Gerald Knaus is the founder of the European Stability Initiative (ESI), a Berlin-based think tank 

(www.esiweb.org) working on South-eastern Europe, Turkey, the Caucasus and the future of 

European enlargement. He also co-authored more than 55 ESI reports such as “Islamic Calvinists” 

(2005) and most recently “Sex and Power in Turkey” (2007) as well as scripts for a series of ten TV 

documentaries “Return to Europe”. The aim of the series is to acquaint viewers with South East 

Europe and its peoples, their recent past and their struggle for a better future in Europe. He is a 

founding member of the European Council on Foreign Relations and a 2007 Open Society Fellow. 

He was director of the Lessons Learned Unit of the EU Pillar of the UN Mission in Kosovo (from 

2001 to 2004). He has published many article and reports that have triggered wide public debates, 

including “Travails of the European Raj” on Bosnia (2003) and “Member State Building and the 

Helsinki Moment” on the EU role in the Balkans (2004). Since 2004 he is based in Istanbul. He 

studied in Oxford, Brussels and Bologna. 

g.knaus@esiweb.org  

 

Jacek Kucharczyk is Director of Research at the Institute for Public Affairs. He is a sociologist and 
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is active in the European NGO world. He is one of the founders and board member of THE Policy 

Association for an Open Society PASOS, an association of think-tanks from Central and Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia for whom he co-edited: “Democracy’s New Champions. European 

Democracy Assistance after EU Enlargement,” in 2008.  He is also a board member of the new 

European Partnership for Democracy (EDP) in Brussels. He has written recently an IPS policy brief 

on the new transatlantic agenda. In the 1980s he was active in the underground student and 

publishing movement.  

Tel: +48 (22) 556 42 66.  Email:  jacek.kucharczyk@isp.org.pl  

 

Chris Langdon is the project director of the Communicating Europe project for ESI, where he is a 

Senior Analyst. Before working as South East Europe Director of Wilton Park Conference Centre 

from 1997-2008 Chris Langdon was TV producer and director. He was Senior Foreign Affairs 

Producer for BBC TV News 1987-89 and Central Europe Producer based in Warsaw and Prague and 

Budapest during the fall of communism (1989-90). He has produced or directed documentary films 

for BBC Correspondent on Lech Walesa (1991) and on Father Jerzy Popielusko for London Weekend 

TV (1983). He has directed two films for ESI – Bosnia Story (2003) and Mitrovica, chronicle of a 

death foretold (2004). He was Europe Editor for the launch of APTN 1994-6.   

c.langdon@esiweb.org       

 

Konrad Niklewicz is one of Poland’s most respected writers in the press on EU and economic issues. 

He has worked for Gazeta Wyborcza, the most-read serious daily in Poland for more than 10 years as 

a journalist and editor. He was Brussels correspondent from 2005-2007. His awards include the 

Wladyslaw Grabski prize and the 2004 “Year of the Pen” prize. He is a graduate of the Faculty of 

Journalism and Political Science at Warsaw University.  

E-mail: Konrad.Niklewicz@agora.pl  

 

Paweł Świeboda is Director of the demosEuropa think-tank. He is one of the country’s foremost 

analysts of EU policies.  He worked as advisor on EU issues to the Polish President, Alexander 

Kwaśniewski, from 1996-2000. Paweł Świeboda then headed the Office for European Integration in 

the Chancellery of the President. From 2001-2006 he was Director of the EU Department in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he was responsible for EU accession negotiations and 

subsequently institutional reform in the Union and negotiations on the Financial Perspective. Pawel is 

the author of numerous articles on issues of European integration and international relations. He is 

co-President of the BELA Foundation (Broader European Leadership Agenda), an international non-

profit organization established in 2006, based in Berlin, Germany. Its aim is to enhance active public 

engagement and interaction between the future generations of European leaders. Paweł Świeboda is a 

member of the Lisbon Council, and of the Advisory Board of the European Policy Centre. He serves 

on the “Commission on Europe After 50” set up by Chatham House. He chairs the "L'Esprit de Sel" 

group of experts which is preparing recommendation for the EU Agenda 2020. He holds degrees 

from the London School of Economics and Political Science and the University of London. 

pawelswieboda@demoseuropa.eu           

  

 

Jarosław Pietras is Director General, DG1, (Environment and Consumer Protection, Health, 

Foodstuffs, Education, Culture, Youth and Audiovisual) at the Council of the EU in Brussels. He was 

involved in nearly all the stages of Poland’s EU accession. He was Deputy Chief Negotiator and 

Undersecretary of State from 1997-2004. He was Secretary of the Office of the Committee on EU 

Integration from 2004-2006.  He obtained a PhD in Economics in 1986 at the Faculty of Economics, 

University of Warsaw. He is also the author of a number of publications including “The Future of the 

EU Budget. In Search for Coherence of Objectives, Policies and Finances of the Union” 

DemosEuropa (Warsaw 2008).  
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jaroslaw.pietras@consilium.europa.eu 

 

Konstancja Piątkowska is Deputy Director of the EU Funds Implementation Co-ordination 

Department at the Ministry of Regional Development. She supervises the work of four Units 

responsible for the ongoing monitoring of financial and physical progress of programmes co-financed  

by EU Structural and Cohesion Funds. She is also responsible for co-operation with external 

institutions, including international cooperation. Her latest co-authored specialist publications are 

“Management, reporting, control, promotion and evaluation of projects co-financed under the EU 

Funds” (2008) and “How to protect climate on the local level, Guide, Institute for Sustainable 

Development” (2008). She also lectures in the National School of Public Administration and Warsaw 

School of Economics to post-graduate students on EU Funds. She graduated with an MSc in 

Psychology from the University of Warsaw in 1999.  

konstancja.piatkowska@mrr.gov.pl 

 

Eugeniusz Smolar is President of the Centre for International Relations (CSM).  He is a former head 

of the Polish section of the BBC World Service. He was also active in helping the Workers’ Defence 

Committee (KOR) and other democratic opposition groups – later Solidarity – in Poland as well as 

underground publications. After his return to Poland in 1997 he became member of the Management 

Board of Polish public radio. In October 2005 he became the President of the Centre for International 

Relations.  

smolar@csm.org.pl 

 

Róża Thun is head of the Representation of the European Commission in Poland. She was Director 

General and Chairwoman of the Polish Robert Schuman Foundation from 1992-2005. In 2003 she 

was a co-organiser of the civil initiative “SAY YES in the Referendum.”  She was a member of the 

National Council for European Integration under Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek (1991-2001). She has 

an MA in English Philology from the Jagiellonian University where she was also spokesperson of the 

Student Solidarity Committee (1978-1980).  

Roza.Thun@ec.europa.eu 

 

Anna Tuz has been Deputy Director of the European Information Department at the Office of the 

Committee on European Integration (UKIE), which is responsible for preparing communication 

strategies on EU issues, for the past seven years.  She also worked in the Chancellery of the Sejm, 

where she was Secretary of Poland-EU Inter-Parliamentary Committee, and in the Chancellery of the 

Prime Minister as Deputy Director of the Parliamentary Department of the Government. In 1970 she 

graduated from the University of Warsaw with a Master in English Philology. Her postgraduate 

studies include international relations and general management.  

Anna_Tuz@mail.ukie.gov.pl  
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