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The task of postconflict democracy-building has confronted policy makers in places as diverse as Cambodia,
Mozambique, Haiti, Bosnia, and East Timor, but developments in Afghanistan and Iraq have now brought this
issue to the center of public attention. What are the lessons that we have learned from these varied experiences?
How can the United States and the international community improve their performance? What are the prospects

for achieving democratic outcomes in such situations?
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Larry Diamond is coeditor of the Journal of Democracy and senior fellow at the Hoover Institution. From January to April 2004,
he served as senior advisor to the Coalition Provisional Authority in Baghdad.

Francis Fukuyama is Bernard Schwartz Professor of International Political Economy at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies. His most recent book is State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21 Century (2004).

Larry Goodson holds the Dwight D. Eisenhower Chair in National Security Studies at the U.S. Army War College. In 2004, he made two
research trips to Afghanistan as the U.S. Central Command Fellow.

Gerald Knaus, president of the European Stability Initiative (ESD), was formerly director of the Lessons Learned and Analysis Unit of
the European Union Pillar of the UN mission in Kosovo.

Marc E Plattner is coeditor of the Journal of Democracy, codirector of the International Forum for Democratic Studies, and vice-
president at the National Endowment for Democracy.



