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From the Desk of the Editor 

In early October, the World Bank and International Monetary Fund will hold 
their annual meeting in Istanbul. This issue of TPQ explores the impact of the 
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thors offer ideas and analysis on the policies currently in place to overcome 
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leaders, bureaucrats, politicians, businesspeople and NGO communities convene 
in Istanbul, we hope to contribute to the debate. Beyond substantiating Turkey’s 
claim to be a regional hub and cultural bridge, we want to listen and learn from 
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form for interaction between different country and sector representatives whose 
interests are intertwined: in re-energizing the global economy and protecting the 
environment. 

Last year I had the privilege of attending the Civil Society Policy Forum organ-
ized parallel to the annual World Bank and IMF meetings in Washington. The 
plight of lower income countries in the face of a decelerating world economy was 
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community. We recognize and applaud the emphasis by the World Bank and IMF 
on informing and engaging civil society in recent years. The understanding that 
civil society organizations may be at odds with their governments –yet that they 
still deserve a voice– is an important one and one that will no doubt evolve in 
years to come. 

For eight years, TPQ has showcased new and original thinking on Turkey and 
it’s neighborhood with a global outlook, bridging research with policy debates 
and East with West. Though always interdisciplinary in approach, our emphasis 
has been on political and social issues, public and foreign policies. However, 
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have mainstreamed the advocacy of youth participation and gender equality, tak-
ing into account these priorities in our approach to all themes. As we look ahead, 
we plan to pay more attention to the economic and environmental dimensions of 
the themes we address. Just as we make sure that we include contrary perspec-
tives on political issues, we will consider the interrelated nature of economics 
and foreign policy and the links between the environment and economic growth. 
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diverted by tense domestic confrontations. Discussions about possible steps to 
overcome stalemates related to the question of Kurdish rights have taken un-
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sing authoritarianism and the arbitrary implementation of the law resurface once 
again. Turkey shares many of these problematic characteristics with its neigh-
bors – from social structures that are based primarily on religion, patronage or 
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TPQ is following many unfolding developments within the region. In August, 
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin visited Ankara and agreed to under-
take ambitious energy projects with Turkey. Subsequently, questions have been 
raised about Turkey’s commitment to the Nabucco pipeline – which translates 
into a questioning of Turkey’s commitment to its European allies and Azerbaijan 
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development in the region was the release of protocols initialed by Armenian 
and Turkish counterparts outlining concrete steps for normalizing relations. The 
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release of the protocols raised expectations for some, fears for others – yet ul-
timately basic uncertainties remained. These ingredients make for an unhealthy 
debate with different sides holding contradictory assumptions. 

The EU accession process, still declared by government at the highest level to 
be the top priority for Turkey, is having a hard time grabbing the spotlight. The 
next issue of TPQ will take a closer look at issues pertinent to Turkey’s Euro-
peanization – both in terms of Turkey’s soft power and its domestic dynamics. 
The Independent Commission on Turkey released a report in September 2009 
titled “Turkey in Europe – Breaking the Vicious Cycle” in which it notes that 
“progress has stalled in strengthening democracy, broadening respect for human 
rights and building up a free and vibrant civil society.” The domestic, interna-
tional and economic dynamics that have led to this assessment will be explored 
by the authors of our Fall 2009 issue. 
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We are delighted to welcome to our advisory board two new members: Korhan 
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Ministry, was undersecretary of the Ministry and, most recently, ambassador to 
Washington. He is a committed Euro-Atlanticist, believing strongly in the value 
of Turkey’s Western orientation. Both will certainly add value to our journal, and 
we are honored to have both on board. 

Last but not least, we are grateful for the support of Akbank, the institutional 
sponsor of this issue. 

Diba Nigar Göksel 


