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Karina Ansolabehere is Professor at the Latin American School of Social 
Sciences, campus Mexico (Flacso México) since 2003. Her topics of interest 
are: judicial politics, human rights, judicializacion of human rights, legal 
cultures and political theory, with special focus in Latin America. She has 
taught courses on sociology of law, judicial politics, human rights and 
political theory. She is a member of the National Researchers System of 
Mexico. Ansalobehere has a degree in sociology from the University of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and a Ph.D. in Social Sciences with a specialization 
in Political Sciences from Flacso Mexico. She is author of the book The 
Policy From the Justice: Supreme Courts, Government and Democracy in 
Argentina and Mexico (2007) and scientific director of the Spanish edition 
of the Dictionary of Human Rights. Citizenship Culture in the Globalization 
Era (2009) as well as many chapters and articles such as: (2010) “More 
Power, more Rights? The Supreme Court and Society in Mexico”, in Hunneeus, A: Couso, J; Sieder, R (ed.) Legal 
Cultures and political activism in Latin America, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. In the academic year 
2012-2013 she was visiting professor at the University of Minnesota’s Human Rights Program. Actually she is 
working in a book on the judicial politics of human rights. 
 
Elazar Barkin is a Professor of International and Public Affairs at Columbia 
University, Director of SIPA's Human Rights and Humanitarian Policy 
Concentration, and Director of Columbia's Institute for the Study of Human 
Rights. Barkan is also founding Director of the Institute for Historical Justice 
and Reconciliation (IHJR) in The Hague. Professor Barkan served on ISHR’s 
board of directors before becoming ISHR’s co-director in 2007 and director in 
2008. Previously, Professor Barkan served as chair of the History Department 
and the Cultural Studies Department at the Claremont Graduate University, 
where he was the founding director of the Humanities Center. Professor 
Barkan is a historian by training and received his PhD from Brandeis 
University. His research interests focus on human rights and on the role of 
history in contemporary society and politics and the response to gross 
historical crimes and injustices. His human rights work seeks to achieve 
conflict resolution and reconciliation by bringing scholars from two or more sides of a conflict together and 
employing historical methodology to create shared narratives across political divides and to turn historical dialogue 
into a fundamental tool of political reconciliation.  A recent pertinent article: “Historians and Historical 
Reconciliation,” (AHR Forum)  American Historical Review, (October 2009).  Professor Barkan's other current 
research interests include refugee repatriation, comparative analysis of historical commissions, shared sacred 
sites, and the question of human rights impact, specifically with regard to redress and transitional justice. Barkan 
received his PhD from Brandeis University in Comparative European History and BA from Tel Aviv University. 
 
Jacqueline Bhabha is FXB Director of Research, Professor of the Practice of 
Health and Human Rights at the Harvard School of Public Health, the 
Jeremiah Smith Jr. Lecturer in Law at Harvard Law School, and an Adjunct 
Lecturer in Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School.  She received a first 
class honors degree and an M.Sc. from Oxford University, and a J.D. from the 
College of Law in London. From 1997 to 2001 Bhabha directed the Human 
Rights Program at the University of Chicago.  Prior to 1997, she was a 
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practicing human rights lawyer in London and at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.  She has 
published extensively on issues of transnational child migration, refugee protection, children’s rights and 
citizenship. She is the editor of Children Without A State (2011) and author of Child Migration and Human Rights in 
a Global Age (2014).  An edited volume, Coming of Age: Reframing the Approach to Adolescent Rights, will be 
published in the fall of 2014. Bhabha serves on the board of the Scholars at Risk Network, the World Peace 
Foundation and the Journal of Refugee Studies.  She is also a founder of the Alba Collective, an international 
women’s NGO currently working with rural women and girls in developing countries to enhance financial security 
and youth rights. 

Charlie Clements is the Executive Director of the Carr Center for Human 
Rights Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School, an Adjunct Lecturer in Public 
Policy, and also a faculty member of the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative. 
Before coming to the Carr Center Dr. Clements career in NGOs focused on 
advocacy, human rights, and humanitarian assistance. A full decade of 
Charlie's life was devoted to the civil war in El Salvador, which he worked in 
the midst of as a physician from 1982 to 1983. Witness to War, his account 
of that experience, was published by Bantam in 1984. In that era he co-
founded and led the Salvadoran Medical Relief Fund and as well as a Political 
Action Committee called Pax Americas. He led a number of Congressional 
fact-finding missions to Central America during the 1980s and was a special 
guest at the signing of the Peace Accords that ended the war in 1992. He 
was also one of the founding board members of Physicians for Human Rights 
(PHR), which he represented at both the treaty signing and the Nobel Prize ceremonies for the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines in 1997. Following an emergency human rights mission to Iraq only weeks before the 
current war began, Charlie returned to full-time human rights work as President and CEO of Cambridge-based 
UUSC, where he served until accepting the position of Executive Director at the Carr Center in 2010. Charlie has a 
BSc from the US Air Force Academy, an MSc in Operations Research from UCLA, and an M.D./M.P.H. from the 
University of Washington School of Medicine and Public Health. 

 
Anne Denes serves as the Program Coordinator for the Open Society 
Internship for Rights and Governance as well as the Higher Education 
Support Program at the Open Society Foundations (OSF). Prior to her role at 
OSF, Anne served as a consultant for UNICEF working with the 
Communication for Education and Gender Equality team, focusing on early 
childhood education and peacebuilding and education.  Previously, she 
worked with the Kenya Community Development Foundation, based in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Anne received her M.P.A. in Public and Nonprofit 
Management and Policy from the Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service 
at New York University and B.A. in International Affairs from The George 
Washington University. 
 
 
 
Barbara Frey is Director of the Human Rights Program in the College of 
Liberal Arts at the University of Minnesota. The Program, established in 2001, 
provides academic, research and internship opportunities for students in the 
field of international human rights. Frey is well known as an international 
human rights teacher, advocate and scholar. She served from 2000-2003 as 
an alternate member of the U.N. Sub-Commission on the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights, a body of independent experts who advise the 
United Nations on human rights policy. From 2002-2006 Frey served as 
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Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission to conduct a study on the issue of preventing human rights abuses 
committed with small arms and light weapons. From 1985 through 1996 Frey was Executive Director of Minnesota 
Advocates for Human Rights. She is a co-convener of the Midwest Coalition for Human Rights, a network of 44 
organizations working to promote research and advocacy on human rights. Frey is the recipient of the 2008 Don 
and Arvonne Fraser Award from the Advocates for Human Rights. She received the 2008 Outstanding Faculty 
Community Service Award from the University of Minnesota. She received the first Iustitia et Lex award from the 
University of St. Thomas Law School in 2003. She was named the 2001 Myra Bradwell Award winner by Minnesota 
Women Lawyers for promoting the interests of women in the legal profession and in the community. She is the 
immediate past Chair of the St. Paul-Minneapolis Committee on Foreign Relations. Frey attended the University of 
Notre Dame (BA, 1978) and the University of Wisconsin Law School (JD, 1982).  
 
César Rodríguez Garavito is Associate Professor of Law and founding 
Director of the Program on Global Justice and Human Rights at Los Andes 
University (Colombia). He is a founding member of the Center for Law, 
Justice and Society (Dejusticia). He has been a visiting professor at Stanford 
University (United States), Brown University (United States), the University 
of Pretoria (South Africa), the Getulio Vargas Foundation (Brazil), the Åbo 
Academy of Human Rights (Finland), the Andean University of Quito and 
the Irish Center for Human Rights. He serves on the Editorial Board of 
OpenGlobalRights and the Annual Review of Law and Social Science, as well 
as on the Board of Directors of Fundar Mexico. He writes regular columns 
and articles for El Espectador. Rodriguez has worked extensively with 
governments, NGOs, social movements, international agencies and the 
media in different regions. His publications include: Balancing Wealth and 
Health: The Battle over Intellectual Property and Access to Medicines (Cambridge Univ. Press, co-ed); 
Ethnicity.gov: Global Governance, Indigenous Peoples and the Right to Prior Consultation in Social Minefields 
(Journal of Global Legal Studies); Beyond the Courtroom: The Impact of Judicial Activism on Socioeconomic Rights 
in Latin America (Texas Law Review); Global Governance and Labor Rights (Politics & Society); and Law and 
Globalization from Below: Toward a Cosmopolitan Legality (coeditor).   
 
 
Tyler Giannini is a Clinical Professor of Law and Co-Director of Harvard 
Law School's Human Rights Program and its International Human Rights 
Clinic. Giannini’s work focuses on Alien Tort Statute (ATS) litigation, 
business and human rights, human rights and the environment as well as 
communities and human rights. He has extensive experience with 
Myanmar and South Africa and a strong interest in social entrepreneurship 
and clinical pedagogy in the human rights context. Prior to joining Harvard 
Law School, he was a founder and director of EarthRights International, an 
organization at the forefront of efforts to link human rights and 
environmental protection. After receiving an Echoing Green fellowship to 
start EarthRights in 1995, Giannini spent a decade in Thailand with the 
organization conducting fact-finding investigations and groundbreaking 
corporate accountability litigation. He served as co-counsel in the 
landmark Doe v. Unocal case, a precedent-setting corporate ATS suit 
about the Yadana gas pipeline in Myanmar, which successfully settled in 2005. He has written about and 
advocated on many issues, including international crimes; harmful effects of large dams; transitional justice; 
abuses related to the mining industry; multi-stakeholder initiatives (MSIs); and the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights. He has undertaken investigations and advocacy efforts in many countries, including 
Bolivia, Canada, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea, Thailand, and the United States. Giannini takes a particular interest 
in mentoring the next generation of advocates for social justice. He is currently working on an exchange with 
practitioners and academics in South Africa. 



Michael Ignatieff is a writer, teacher and former politician. Born in 
Canada, educated at the University of Toronto and Harvard University, he 
has written award-winning books, worked as a television presenter and 
documentary filmmaker, editorial columnist and university teacher. He 
has taught at the University of British Columbia, Cambridge University, the 
London School of Economics and Harvard University, where he was 
Director of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the Kennedy School 
of Government between 2000 and 2005. He is a member of the Queen’s 
Privy Council for Canada and holds eleven honorary degrees. His major 
publications are The Needs of Strangers, (1984), Scar Tissue (1992), Isaiah 
Berlin (1998) The Rights Revolution (2000) Human Rights as Politics and 
Idolatry (2001), The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror (2004), 
True Patriot Love (2009) and Fire and Ashes: Success and Failure in Politics 
(2013). Between 2006 and 2011, he was Member of Parliament for 
Etobicoke Lakeshore, Deputy Leader and Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada. Between 2011 and 2013, he held a 
professorial appointment at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto. In 2014, he rejoined the 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University as Edward R. Murrow Professor of the Practice of Politics and 
the Press. He also serves as Centennial Chair of the Project on Global Ethics at the Carnegie Council on Ethics and 
International Affairs in New York. 

 

Douglas A. Johnson is the Faculty Director of the Carr Center for Human 
Rights Policy at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  
Previously, he was the executive director of the Center for Victims of Torture 
from 1988 until February 2012.  Mr. Johnson built the CVT from a small staff 
of three to a staff of over 250 when he left. CVT now has offices in 
Minnesota, Washington D.C., Africa and the Middle East.  Mr. Johnson 
pioneered the New Tactics in Human Rights project to promote tactical 
innovation and strategic thinking within the international human rights 
community and served as an original member of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe’s Advisory Panel on the Prevention of 
Torture (established in 1998).  A committed human rights advocate since the 
early 1970s, Mr. Johnson co-founded and chaired the Infant Formula Action 
Coalition (INFACT) from 1977 to 1985.  INFACT launched a boycott against 
the world’s largest food corporation, Nestlé, to force it to change its marketing of breast milk substitutes, 
becoming the first transnational grassroots boycott operating in ten countries.   The campaign led to the first 
global marketing code by the World Health Organization and UNICEF in 1981.  The boycott was settled when 
Nestle agreed to specific implementation steps for the code.  Mr. Johnson has been a visiting professor at the 
University of Minnesota, la Universidad de la Republica (Uruguay), and the Blavatnik School of Government at 
Oxford University. 
 

 
Katerina Kinzelbak is associate director of the Global Public Policy Institute 
(GPPi) in Berlin. Her areas of expertise include human rights, development 
cooperation and peace and security. Katrin’s ongoing research focuses 
on international human rights diplomacy and political prisoners, a project 
for which she was awarded a Schumpeter Fellowship by the Volkswagen 
Foundation. She also teaches human rights at the Central European 
University in Budapest, where she is a visiting professor at the School of 
Public Policy. Katrin started working with GPPi as a non-resident fellow 
while living in China from 2010 to 2012. Prior to joining GPPi, Katrin worked 
at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights. During this time, she 
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completed a PhD at the University of Vienna, researching the human rights dialogue between China and the 
European Union. Her dissertation won the award Deutscher Studienpreis of the Körber Foundation, which honors 
outstanding PhD research of particular value to society. From 2001 to 2007, Katrin was a staff member of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). She initially worked in the Afghanistan Taskforce, then joined 
the UNDP’s Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery and finally served as project manager in UNDP’s Regional 
Centre in Bratislava. In this capacity, she focused on democratic governance and security sector reform. Before the 
UNDP, Katrin worked briefly for the UN’s Refugee Agency in Geneva (2000), the OSCE in Croatia (1999) and also 
the OSCE in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1998). Katrin studied at the Universities of Bonn and Florence and at King’s 
College London. She received scholarships from the German National Academic Foundation, the German Academic 
Exchange Service, the Haniel Foundation, the Fritz Thyssen Foundation and the Volkswagen Foundation. 
 
Gerald Knaus is the founding Chairman and lead analyst of the European 
Stability Initiative since 1999. He was an Open Society Fellow from 2007-
2009.  Since summer 2009 he is a Carr Center Fellow in Cambridge, MA, at 
Harvard University’ s Kennedy School of Governance. Gerald grew up in 
Vienna.  He studied at Oxford University, the Institut d’Etudes Européennes at 
the University of Brussels and at the Johns Hopkins University Bologna Centre. 
After Italy, Gerald was drawn to the East, like so many Austrians of his 
generation. Thus he went to Ukraine and taught macroeconomics and 
international political economy at the State University of Chernivtsi for one 
year. Gerald then worked for five years in Bulgaria (Sofia) and Bosnia-
Herzegovina  (Sarajevo) for different organizations (including the International 
Crisis Group, the Office of the High Representative and as advisor to the 
International Mediator). From 2001 to 2004 Gerald was also director of 
the Lessons Learned Unit of the EU Pillar of the UN Mission in Kosovo. Gerald has written one book on Bulgaria 
(1997) in German and (co)authored numerous articles and papers that have triggered public debates, 
including Travails of the European Raj on Bosnia (Journal of Democracy, 2003) and Member State Building and the 
Helsinki Moment on the EU (2004). He is a founding member of the European Council on Foreign Relations. He sits 
on the advisory boards of the European Policy Centre (Brussels) and of the Black Sea Trust for Democracy. Since 
2004 he is based in Istanbul. 

Miloon Kothari has extensive experience in the area of housing and land 
rights and has been actively working, through his various functions, to 
promote the realization of the whole range of economic, social and cultural 
rights. Graduated from the Pratt Institute and Columbia University ( New 
York) and the Maharaja Sayajirao University ( Baroda, India), Mr. Kothari has 
been a Guest Professor to numerous Universities and Institutions. Mr. Kothari 
is regularly invited to address audiences on various topics. He was for 
instance guest speaker to the Nobel Symposium on Human Rights and 
Development, Oslo, Norway or the Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture, 
University of Natal, Durban, South Africa. He has also initiated and/or 
participated in numerous standard-setting exercises including the principles 
and guidelines on development based evictions, the Masstricht Guidelines 
and General Comments from United Nations treaty bodies. He has published over 50 publications on areas such as 
housing and land rights, women and housing, land, property and inheritance, forced evictions, globalisation and 
impact on human rights and environment, health and human rights, rural housing and natural resources, indicators 
and housing and land rights, civil society and human rights, trade, investment and human rights, urbanisation and 
housing rights and civil society and housing and land rights and housing.  
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Emily Martinez is the director of the Open Society Human Rights 

Initiative. Previously, she established and directed four global 

grantmaking programs on disability rights, LGBTI rights, the rights of 

criminal defendants, and the right to information. Prior to moving to 

Washington, D.C., Martinez was the director of the Open Society Human 

Rights and Governance Grants Program in Budapest, where she helped 

promote the development of human rights and accountability groups in 

Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. As the 

program’s founding director, she developed expertise on a broad range 

of fundamental human rights issues in that region, as well as civil 

society’s role in promoting rule of law and accountable governance. 

Martinez holds an MA in human rights from the University of Essex. She 

also graduated from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., with a 

BS in international affairs and developmental economics. 

 
Nancy Pearson received her Bachelor of Science in Social Work and 
Sociology from Augsburg College in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and her 
Master of Social Welfare from the University of California, Berkeley. She 
has been a member of the New Tactics in Human Rights Project team 
from 2003 to the present, serving as the Project Manager from 2006 
through 2011. She is currently shifting into the position of Training 
Manager for the New Tactics Project. Ms. Pearson has provided 
extensive trainings – face-to-face as well as virtual online courses – using 
the New Tactics 5 Steps to Tactical Innovation methodology to 
strengthen and build the strategic and tactical thinking capacity of 
human rights advocates. The 5 Step methodology includes CVTs “tactical 
map tool." Ms. Pearson has provided New Tactics trainings in over 20 
countries reaching audiences that have included human rights activists; 
under-graduate, graduate and post-graduate level students; United Nations, governmental and nongovernmental 
organizations. As a direct service social worker at CVT (1999 – 2002), she also provided torture treatment and 
rehabilitation related training to many diverse audiences in addition to direct service provision to survivors of 
torture. 
 
Sarah Peck is the Communications Specialist at the Carr Center for 
Human Rights Policy.  She has spent the last 10 years working in human 
rights and international development as a writer and communicator.  
She spent time working as a photographer with Journalists for Human 
Rights in West Africa, as a writer/multimedia producer at the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee, and as a writer for Oxfam America. She 
has travelled from Russia to China on the Trans-Mongolian rail, 
motorbiked across Vietnam and Cambodia, and overland from Egypt to 
Zambia. Sarah is a graduate from Macalester College and holds a MA in 
Journalism from the University of Texas at Austin. 
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Michael H. Posner is a Professor of Business and Society at NYU’s Stern 
School of Business, where he is working to launch the first-ever center on 
business and human rights at a business school. Prior to joining NYU Stern, 
Posner served from 2009 to 2013 in the Obama Administration as Assistant 
Secretary of State for the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor at 
the State Department. From 1978 to 2009, he led Human Rights First, a New 
York-based human rights advocacy organization. Posner is recognized as a 
leader and expert in advancing a rights-based approach to national security, 
challenging the practice of torture, combating discrimination, and refugee 
protection. He is a frequent public commentator on these issues, and has 
testified dozens of times before the U.S. Congress. As Assistant Secretary, 
Posner traveled extensively, representing the U.S. Government to foreign 
officials and representatives of civil society in countries of strategic 
importance to the United States, including China, Russia, Egypt, Burma, Bahrain, Nigeria, Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan, among many others. Throughout his career, Posner has been a prominent voice in support of human 
rights protections in global business operations in the manufacturing supply chain, the extractives industry, and 
the information and communications technology sector.  A member of the California Bar and the Illinois Bar, he 
received his J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley Law School (Boalt Hall) in 1975, and a B.A. with 
distinction and honors in History from the University of Michigan in 1972. Posner resides with his family in New 
York City. 

 
Kathryn Sikkink is the Ryan Family Professor of Human Rights Policy at the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. She holds a Ph.D. from 
Columbia University.  Her publications include The Justice Cascade: How Human 
Rights Prosecutions are Changing World Politics; Mixed Signals: U.S. Human 
Rights Policy and Latin America; Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks 
in International Politics (co-authored with Margaret Keck and awarded the 
Grawemeyer Award for Ideas for Improving World Order, and the ISA Chadwick 
Alger Award for Best Book in the area of International Organizations); and The 
Power of Human Rights: International Norms and Domestic Change (co-edited 
with Thomas Risse and Stephen Ropp).  Sikkink has been a Fulbright Scholar in 
Argentina and a Guggenheim fellow. She is a fellow of the American Association 
for Arts and Sciences and the Council on Foreign Relations and a member of the editorial board of the 
International Studies Quarterly, International Organization and the American Political Science Review.   She has 
been a visiting professor at DiTella Universidad (Buenos Aires), Bogazaci Universitesi (Istanbul), la Universidad de la 
Republica (Uruguay), and the Blavatnik School of Government, Oxford University. 
 
 Kristóf Zoltán Varga is the director of the OSF-CEU Liaison Office. He joined 
OSF in 1999 to build an on-line information exchange for Central and East 
European countries in support of democratization. Later he worked in Peru, 
West Africa and Indonesia on local economic development, participatory 
planning, extractive revenue transparency and advocacy planning. He was a co-
director for the CEU Summer University course: "Developing Local Economies 
through Inclusive Policies and Planning" in 2011. Varga was elected to the 
Budapest City Council in 1998 and 2002. As a representative, he focused on 
budgeting, EU integration and information technology issues. He was a 
representative at the Council of Europe Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities (2000-2006) where he participated in election observation missions 
to the Balkans. He served as the research director for DEMOS Hungary, a 
progressive think tank. Before joining OSF, he worked as the director of the 



national election campaign for the Hungarian liberal party, SZDSZ. Prior to this, he served as the SZDSZ 
spokesperson and a journalist. He holds an MA in Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University. 
 
Frans Viljoen is currently the Director of the Centre for Human Rights, 
University of Pretoria. He is also the Academic coordinator for the LLM 
(Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa) and was previously a professor 
of law in the Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria. He holds the following 
degrees: LLD (Pretoria), LLM (Cantabury) and LLB (Pretoria). Prof. Viljoen is 
acknowledged as an internationally recognized researcher (National Research 
Foundation, SA). He has also won the award for Exceptional Achiever at the 
University of Pretoria. He is the editor of the African and the African Human 
Rights Law Journal. Prof. Viljoen has numerous publications in his name, the 
most recent being International Human Rights Law in Africa (2007), Oxford 
University Press. Prof. Viljoen has vast experience in organizing moot court 
competitions and has been involved in the African Human Rights Moot Court 
Competition since 1992. In this respect he is responsible for setting the moot 
court problem each year and organizing the one-day seminars that take place 
each year at the Moot. 
 

 
Thursday Dinner – Additional Participants  
October 23, 2014 
 
 
Richard Parker is Lecturer in Public Policy and Senior Fellow of the 
Shorenstein Center. An Oxford-trained economist, his career before coming 
to the Kennedy School in 1993 included journalism (he cofounded the 
magazine Mother Jonesas well as Investigative Reporters & Editors, and chairs 
the editorial board of The Nation); philanthropy (as executive director of two 
foundations he donated more than $40 million to social-change groups); 
social entrepreneurship (he grew environmental group Greenpeace from 
2,000 to 600,000 supporters, helped launch People for the American Way, 
and raised over $250 million for some 60 non-profits), and political consulting 
(advising, among others, Senators Kennedy, Glenn, Cranston, and McGovern). 
From 2009 to 2011 he was an economic advisor to Greek Prime Minister 
George Papandreou. His books include The Myth of the Middle Class, an early 
study of widening U.S. income and wealth distribution and Mixed Signals: The 
Future of Global Television,a critical assessment of the spread of satellite-based news and its political impacts. He 
received the Kennedy School's Carballo award for outstanding teaching in 2011 and ALANA's Teacher of the Year 
award in 2007 from the School's students of color. 

 
Balakrishnan Rajagopal is Associate Professor of Law and Development at 
the Department of Urban Studies and Planning and founding Director of the 
Program on Human Rights and Justice at MIT (Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology) and the founder of the Displacement Research and Action 
Network.  He is recognized as a leading participant in the Third World 
Approaches to International Law (TWAIL) Network of scholars and is one of 
its founders, and is recognized as a leading global commentator on issues 
concerning the global South.  He has been a member of the Executive Council 
and Executive Committee of the American Society of International Law, and is 

http://www.chr.up.ac.za/
http://www.chr.up.ac.za/centre_publications/ahrlj/ahrlj.html
http://www.chr.up.ac.za/centre_publications/ahrlj/ahrlj.html


currently on the Asia Advisory Board of Human Rights Watch, the International Advisory Committee of the Robert 
F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights and the International Rights Advocates.  He is a Faculty Associate at 
Harvard Law School’s Program on Negotiation and has been a Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars in Washington, DC, the Madras Institute of Development Studies and the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University in India, the Institute for Advanced Studies at Hebrew University and a Visiting Professor at the UN 
University for Peace, University of Melbourne Law School and the Washington College of Law, the American 
University. He received an interdisciplinary doctorate in law (SJD) from Harvard Law School and he also holds a first 
law degree from India.  He served for many years with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in 
Cambodia and received Cambodia’s highest Royal Award for foreign nationals from the King of Cambodia.   
 
John G. Ruggie is the Berthold Beitz Professor in Human Rights and 
International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government and an 
Affiliated Professor in International Legal Studies at Harvard Law School. 
Trained as a political scientist, Professor Ruggie has made significant 
intellectual contributions to the study of international relations, focusing 
on the impact of economic and other forms of globalization on global rule-
making and the emergence of new rule-makers. He is a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences, and surveys published in Foreign 
Policy magazine identify him as one of the 25 most influential international 
relations scholars in the United States and Canada. Apart from his 
academic pursuits, Professor Ruggie has long been involved in practical 
policy work. From 1997-2001, he served as United Nations Assistant 
Secretary-General for Strategic Planning, a post created specifically for him 
by then Secretary-General Kofi Annan. His areas of responsibility included assisting the Secretary-General in 
establishing and overseeing the UN Global Compact, now the world’s largest corporate citizenship initiative; 
proposing and gaining General Assembly approval for the Millennium Development Goals; UN institutional 
reforms; and conducting relations with Washington. In 2005, Professor Ruggie was appointed as the UN Secretary-
Generals Special Representative for Business and Human Rights, tasked with proposing measures to strengthen 
the human rights performance of the business sector around the world. In June 2011 the UN Human Rights 
Council, in an unprecedented step, unanimously endorsed a set of Principles on Business and Human Rights 
developed by Professor Ruggie over the course of six years of research, consultations and pilot projects. Core 
elements of these Principles have also been adopted by the OECD, the International Standards Organization, the 
International Finance Corporation and the European Union. They constitute the most comprehensive and 
authoritative global standard in the area of business and human rights. 
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