
500 well known Turkish academicians, artists, journalists, physicians, lawyers, writers have 

made public a joint appeal, against the recent ultimatum of the military and anti-democratic 

assaults.  

 

CITIZENS’ DECLARATION 

The memorandum published by the Office of the Turkish Chief of General Staff on the night 

of 27 April 2007 has inflicted a severe wound to our already limited democracy.  

It is unacceptable to have the military bureaucracy interfere in the political sphere, as it is 

unacceptable to have the regime kept under military guardianship. The memorandum issued 

by the Office of the Chief of General Staff is an open threat to democracy and an offence 

according to the Law.  

We, the citizens whose signature figures below openly oppose this memorandum! 

The crisis we are going through in the political, economic and social fields is too deep to be 

solved with the election of the President of the Republic by the people (instead of the 

parliament). For, once voters will have elected their President, almost half of them will not be 

able to have their political preferences represented in Parliament, due to the current election 

system. With such a system, the crisis will continue, and new general elections will not solve 

the crisis but only postpone it for a short while.    

The 12 September Regime has come to a complete stalemate  

At the root of the problems we are faced with today lays the 1982 Constitution, itself a 

product of the 12 September (1980) military coup, and the system that the Constitution has set 

up. If Turkey is to lastingly overcome the crisis it is faced with, it must free itself as soon as 

possible of this Constitution.  

As long as our country will not obtain a new, freedom promoting, pluralistic, pacifist, 

democratic Constitution, with secularism as a common denominator, and entwined with the 

principles of international law and principles; and as long as a new election law, in which 

election hurdles are removed and which provides means of representation to all sections of 

society has not been adopted, it will be impossible to neutralize the groups that feed from the 

repeated crises that this system produces.  

What we have experienced in recent days, however, shows us that pretexts are sought to move 

from the present state of „democracy under guardianship‟ towards an outright coup. We, the 

undersigned, are convinced that our secular Republic can be made to prevail only through 

more democracy, and not by relying on memorandums.  

Our answer to those who are capable of declaring that “those who do not say they are happy 

to call themselves Turks are enemies”: We are not enemies, on the contrary, we are this 

country‟s most responsible and sensitive citizens, and in the context that has been created we 

are not happy at all.  

As citizens firmly intent in defending a free, democratic, secular Turkey, we declare openly 

that we have the right to resist any kind of intervention aimed at doing away with democracy.   

 

Some of the signatories:  

Adalet Ağaoğlu (Yazar), Adem Avcıkıran (Diyarbakır Tabib Odası Bşk.), Ahmet Abakay 

(ÇGD Genel Başkanı), Ahmet Altan (Yazar), Ahmet Aykaç (Prof. Dr.), Ahmet Çakmak (Prof. 

Dr.), Ahmet Hakan (Yazar) , Ahmet Içduygu (Prof. Dr.), Ahmet Insel (Prof. Dr.), Ahmet 

Ümit (Yazar), Akın Atalay (Avukat) , Ali Bayramoğlu (Yazar) , Ali Ihsan Gündoğdu 

(Adıyaman Tabip Odası Bşk.), Ali Nesin (Prof. Dr.), Aydın Cıngı (SODEV Gn. Bşk.), Aydın 



Engin, Ayhan Bilgen (Mazlum Der Gn. Bşk.), Ayla Gürsoy (Prof. Dr.), Ayşe Buğra (Prof. 

Dr.), Ayşe Erzan (Prof. Dr.), Ayşe Gül Altınay, Bahri Bayram Belen (Avukat) , Baskın Oran 

(Prof. Dr.), Beral Madra , Büşra Ersanlı (Prof. Dr.), Celal Yıldırım (Diş Hekimi Birliği Bşk.), 

Cengiz Aktar (Dr.), Cüneyt Ülsever (Yazar) , Çağatay Anadol (Yayıncı), Çetin Altan (Yazar) 

, Derya Sazak (Yazar) , Ergin Cinmen (Avukat) , Erol Katırcıoğlu (Prof. Dr.), Eser Karakaş 

(Prof. Dr.), Etyen Mahcupyan (AGOS Yay. Yön.), Fadime Gök (Prof. Dr.), Ferhat Kentel 

(Doç. Dr.), Feride Çiçekoğlu (Yazar) , Feridun Yazar (Diyarbakır eski Bld. Bşk.) , Fikret 

Adaman (Prof. Dr.), Fikret Ilkiz (Avukat), Fuat Keyman (Prof. Dr.), Gaye Boralıoğlu 

(Senarist), Gencay Gürsoy (Prof. Dr.), Genco Erkal (Sanatçı) , Gülen Aktaş (Prof. Dr. 

Boğaziçi Rektör Yardımcısı), Günay Göksu Özdoğan (Prof Dr.), Hacer Ansal (Prof. Dr.), 

Halil Berktay (Doç. Dr.), Halim Bulutoğlu (Tarih Vakfı Başkanı), Işıl Kasapoğlu (Sanatçı), 

Ipek Çalışlar (Yazar) , Irfan Açıkgöz (Prof. Dr.), Jale Parla (Prof. Dr.), Kemal Inan (Prof. 

Dr.), Mebuse Tekay (Avukat), Mehmet Altan (Prof. Dr. – Yazar), Mehmet Can (Prof. Dr.), 

Mehmet Güleryüz (Ressam), Melek Göregenli (Prof. Dr.), Melek Ulagay (Belgesel sinemacı), 

Meral Azizoğlu (Prof. Dr.), Mesut Öztürk (Eski Van Bld. Bşk.) , Metin Çılgın (Mardin Tabip 

Odası Bşk.), Mithat Sancar (Prof.Dr.) , Murat Belge (Prof. Dr.), Murat Çelikkan (Gazeteci) , 

Murathan Mungan (Şair), Muzaffer Saruhan (Diyarbakır - Diş Hekimi Odası Bşk.), Nazan 

Aksoy (Prof. Dr.), Nesrin Sungur (Prof. Dr.), Nihal Saban (Prof. Dr.), Nihat Yıldırım 

(Adıyaman Tabip Odası Bşk.), Nuray Mert (Yazar),  Nuray Uzunören (Prof. Dr.), Nüket 

Kardam (Prof. Dr.), Oral Çalışlar (Gazeteci) , Orhan Doğan (Eski DEP Milletvekili), Orhan 

Taylan (Ressam), Osman Kavala, Oya Baydar, Oya Köymen (Prof. Dr.), Pınar Kür (Yazar) , 

Reşat Kasaba (Prof. Dr.), Reşit Canbeyli (Prof. Dr.), Rıdvan Akar (Gazeteci), Sadun Aren 

(Prof. Dr.), Serpil Sancar (Prof. Dr.), Sevan Nişanyan (Yazar) , Sezgin Tanrıkulu (Diyarbakır 

Baro Başkanı), Şebnem Korur Fincancı (Prof. Dr.), Şirin Tekeli (Prof. Dr.), Şükrü Hatun 

(Prof.Dr.), Tahsin Yeşildere (Prof. Dr.), Taner Akçam (Yazar), Tanıl Bora (Yazar), Tarık 

Ziya Ekinci (Hekim), Tuğrul Eryılmaz (Gazeteci), Ufuk Uras (ÖDP Başkanı), Ümit Cizre 

(Prof. Dr.), Ümit Kardaş (Avukat), Ümit Kıvanç (Yazar), Vedat Kalender (Şanlıurfa Tabip 

Odası Bşk.), Vedat Türkali (Yazar), Veli Ünlü Gedik (Batman Tabip Odası Bşk.), Yaman 

Barlas (Prof. Dr.), Yıldıray Ozan (Prof. Dr.), Yusuf Alataş (IHD Gn. Bşk.), Zafer Üskül (Prof. 

Dr.), Zakaryan Mildanoğlu (Mimar), Zeynep Tanbay (Sanatçı) 

 

 

 


