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The Höcke AfD: Germany’s future?  

        
“One day, history books will be written about the years that lie ahead of us … If these 

books come to a bad end, it will be the thoughtlessness and opportunism of many that bear 

the responsibility.”   

Justus Bender (2025) 

 

 

German extremists – how to stop the rise of AfD 
 

Dear friends of ESI,  

 

Could a party that wants to see Germany ally with Vladimir Putin’s Russia, abandon Ukraine 

to its fate, that considers Poland as a threat, that promises to deport millions of Muslims and 

wants Germany to leave (and destroy) the European Union win power in Berlin?  

 

A few years ago, the idea seemed far-fetched. Today, the troubling answer is: Yes, it could. In 

the past two years, the rise of the AfD (Alternative for Germany) seemed unstoppable. By the 

summer of 2026 the AfD leads the national opinion polls, ahead of every other party. It is also 

adopting ever more radical positions. The party poses a threat to German democracy, its 

minorities and to Germany’s European allies and neighbours. It would end an era of almost 

eight decades of German integration into European structures that brought unprecedented 

security and prosperity across Europe.   

 

And so this summer, Germany’s most popular politicians – many of them Minister-Presidents 

from various parties in different federal states (the heads of government of Germany’s sixteen 

regional states, a role similar to that of a state governor in the United States) – face a decision 

that others have been putting off for years: whether and when the question of the AfD’s 

constitutionality will be referred to the Federal Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe (Germany’s 
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highest court, based in the southern city of Karlsruhe; it is the only body that can ban a political 

party). Our latest report explains why this is now both possible and urgently needed, and why 

and how this decision can and must be made as early as July 2026:  

 

Can extremists win power in Germany?  

AfD, a threat to Europe and the courage of democrats 

 
 

 

Identitarian activist Martin Sellner: Cem Özdemir (governor of Baden-Württemberg, born in 

Germany to Turkish migrant parents) is a “coloniser” and AfD is successful because it is radical.  

 

The path to a review of the party’s constitutionality lies through the Bundesrat (the chamber of 

the national parliament in which the governments of the sixteen states are represented; it can 

ask the Constitutional Court to rule on whether a party is allowed). A necessary majority can 

be achieved there this summer.  

 

Whether the competent court, following a thorough review, will then ban the federal party, cut 

state funding for parties, or ‘merely’ ban radical state parties on the grounds of 

unconstitutionality remains to be seen. The AfD exists both as a national party and as 16 

separate branches in each state, so a ruling could apply to the whole party or only to its most 

extreme regional branches. That is for the judges in Karlsruhe to decide. The law states: 
 

“If the application for a ruling pursuant to Article 21(2) of the Basic Law [Germany’s 

constitution, which allows parties that seek to abolish democracy to be banned] proves to 

be well-founded, the Federal Constitutional Court shall declare the political party to be 

unconstitutional. The declaration may be limited to a legally or organisationally 

independent part of a party.” 

 

The outcome also depends on the AfD. It could distance itself from identitarian (the identitarian 

movement is a far-right current that wants European countries to keep an ethnically ‘native’ 

population and opposes immigration, above all by Muslims) and far-right politicians, factions 

and positions. It could follow the path of other right-wing populist protest parties in Europe. So 

far, all attempts to do so have failed spectacularly.  

 

Today, according to journalist Frederik Schindler, the far-right extremist Björn Höcke (the 

AfD’s most radical leading figure, who heads the party in the eastern state of Thuringia) is “the 

https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
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most influential figure in AfD ideology”. Journalist Robin Alexander wrote the following on 

the subject in 2025:  
 

“The AfD has become more radical, but Höcke has not. He has always been a right-wing 

radical … The AfD is not just ‘not a normal party’. It is not a normal right-wing party either 

… The AfD has evolved into what Höcke has always been.”  

 

In June 2023, the Frankfurt Public Prosecutor’s Office ruled that it was lawful to describe 

Höcke as a Nazi. It dropped proceedings against a demonstrator for defamation. In May 2023, 

during an anti-AfD demonstration in Königstein, the demonstrator had held aloft a placard 

reading ‘Björn Höcke is a Nazi’. The public prosecutor’s office viewed this as “not an insult, 

but a value judgement based on facts, which, within the context of political discourse, is 

protected by the freedom of expression guaranteed under Article 5 of the Basic Law.” Höcke 

had, “in recent years… expressed himself in a clearly nationalistic and ethno-nationalist 

manner, with racist undertones and by emphasising a natural claim to leadership on the part of 

the Germans, repeatedly using phrases… that formed part of the standard vocabulary of 

representatives of National Socialism prior to May 1945”. 
 

The AfD today is a “Höcke AfD”. A Höcke AfD, however, is clearly unconstitutional. Might 

it gain control over German citizens or the police, in Berlin, Erfurt or Magdeburg soon? (Erfurt 

is the capital of Thuringia, Magdeburg the capital of Saxony-Anhalt).  

 

Debating the AfD in London 

Mehdi Hasan, Maximilian Krah and ESI 

 

 

Ten critical questions on taking AfD to court  

 

Will proceedings to ban a party be successful? Is it legitimate or undemocratic? When is the 

right time? There are many misunderstandings surrounding these questions. In our report, we 

set out ten questions and give ten answers to provide guidance during this historic summer: 

 

1. Can a political party be banned in Germany?  

2. Is banning a political party undemocratic?  

3. Are there lessons from previous German closure cases?  

4. Why did the AfD fear a motion to be banned last year?  

5. Why did AfD not fear one this year?  

6. How does AfD behave when it does not fear a court case?  

7. Has a court in Cologne not whitewashed AfD in early 2026?  

8. Does a political firewall without legal proceedings make sense?  

9. Must German leaders wait until state elections in the autumn?  

10. How certain is it that proceedings would succeed?  

 

The answers: Can extremists win power in Germany? AfD, a threat to Europe and the courage 

of democrats.  

 

 

https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article68c948df420d2a3ce3b51b2f/Hoeckes-eigentliches-Feindbild-ist-nicht-Merkel-sondern-Adenauer.html
https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article68c948df420d2a3ce3b51b2f/Hoeckes-eigentliches-Feindbild-ist-nicht-Merkel-sondern-Adenauer.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTOmrTYvGYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTOmrTYvGYI
https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
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Kirill Dmitriev, Putin’s right-hand man, 3 and 6 June 2026 

 

 

Fear for Germany, fear of Germany 

 

Germany is Europe’s biggest supporter of Ukraine and, at the same time, the logistical hub for 

reinforcing NATO’s eastern flank. If the AfD were to steer the most powerful country in the 

European Union onto a pro-Russian course, this pillar would crumble.  

 

The AfD leaves no doubt about its stance today: it rejects sanctions, calls for an end to arms 

deliveries to Ukraine and advocates ‘security with Russia’. Co-leader Tino Chrupalla stated in 

November 2025 that he saw “no current threat to Germany from Russia” and played down the 

war of aggression (Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022) as a continuation of a “civil 

war” that began in 2014; speaking of Putin, he said that Putin had “done me no harm”. Co-

founder Alexander Gauland described Crimea in 2014 as “historically Russian territory” and 

defended its annexation; whilst acknowledging that it was contrary to international law, he 

declared this to be of lesser importance than its “legitimacy”.  

 

A breakthrough by the AfD in the autumn elections would cause Germany’s neighbours to 

doubt Germany’s reliability. For Warsaw or Tallinn (the capitals of Poland and Estonia), a 

Berlin that speaks in such terms would no longer be a source of protection, but a risk. This 

would hit hardest those countries that support Ukraine most resolutely and fear Russia the most 

– the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) and the Nordic countries.  

 

The year 2025 demonstrated just how quickly relations can deteriorate, even between the 

closest of allies. No sooner had Donald Trump taken office than Washington’s relationship with 

two long-standing partners turned hostile within a matter of weeks. He threatened Denmark, a 

founding member of NATO, with punitive tariffs and did not rule out the use of military force 

to take over Greenland; as a result, the Danish foreign intelligence service listed the US for the 

first time alongside Russia and China as a threat to national security. A former Danish foreign 

minister compared Trump’s actions to Germany’s territorial claims against Poland in the 1930s. 

Trust between neighbours, built up over decades, can crumble in a matter of months if one side 

pursues an aggressive, revisionist and identitarian policy. Nowhere would such an impact be 

greater than between Germany and Poland, where memories of German violence are most vivid. 
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Relations are already strained: AfD leader Chrupalla calls Poland a threat to Germany. The rise 

of the AfD is thus dangerous for the whole of Europe. It would reawaken the old ‘fear of 

Germany’ and undermine the trust that democratic neighbours have painstakingly built up. And 

this at a time when Europe’s democrats need cohesion most urgently.  

 

Taking a step back, this presents a situation the likes of which Europe has not seen for decades: 

an aggressive Kremlin waging the bloodiest war in Europe since 1945 in Ukraine and preparing 

for further conflicts; a White House whose willingness to deter Putin and stand by Europe has 

long been in doubt; and extremist, anti-European parties that are stronger than ever before, even 

in Germany. A similar constellation last existed in 1948, the year before NATO was founded. 

At that time, the soldiers of Stalin’s Soviet Union were stationed in the East, followed by the 

Prague coup in February and the Berlin Blockade from June onwards (in the Prague coup, 

communists seized full control of Czechoslovakia; in the Berlin Blockade, the Soviet Union 

sealed off the western part of Berlin, which the Western allies kept supplied by air for almost a 

year), and communist parties were among the strongest political forces in France and Italy. Yet 

in one crucial respect, 1948 was a more favourable time than today: the United States stood 

firmly on the side of the European democracies.  

 

This is a moment of danger the likes of which Europe’s democrats have not experienced for 

generations. That is why German stability is crucial. Germany is the European Union’s largest 

economy and the linchpin of NATO’s conventional defence on the continent. Its instability 

would not be merely a German problem; it would be a continental risk. That is why the summer 

of 2026 is a summer of decision not only for Germany’s democracy, but for the whole of 

democratic Europe. Political momentum can easily become an irresistible force. It is easier to 

prevent it than to reverse it; once a sense of inevitability has taken hold and the firewall in the 

East and in the economy begins to crumble, a new dynamic feeds on itself. A decision in the 

Bundesrat this summer, however, could reverse the current momentum.  

 

In the early 1950s, the young German state found itself confronted by an expansionist Soviet 

Union. On several occasions at that time, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer took swift and 

courageous decisions: alignment with the West, accession to NATO – and the young republic’s 

first proceedings to ban a political party. At the request of his government, on 23 October 1952 

the Federal Constitutional Court declared the Socialist Reich Party (a neo-Nazi party founded 

after the war), a successor organisation to the NSDAP (Hitler’s Nazi party), to be 

unconstitutional and dissolved it. Adenauer’s lesson is that a statesman must make decisions in 

times of danger. There is never a perfect moment, he explained in 1952:  

 
“There is one thing a responsible politician, a statesman, certainly cannot do: he cannot 

simply resort to inaction simply because there is no way to act without drawbacks; for then 

others will act over the heads of that politician and his country, and that country will 

certainly fall behind.”  

 

Today, too, it is a matter of making a political decision rather than postponing it. Back in 1952. 

And today, in the summer of 2026.  

 

Best regards,  

 

Gerald Knaus 
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More:  

 

NEW Report: Can extremists win power in Germany? AfD, a threat to Europe and the 

courage of democrats. 

 

 Head to Head: Debating AfD with Mehdi Hassan  

 

 The Rest is Politics: On Germany and the AfD with Gerald Knaus  

 

2plus2ist4 podcast on the AfD:  

 

The Identitarian Superpower (in English) 

 

Episode 4 of the podcast: Will 2026 be the year the AfD is banned? (in German) 

  

Episode 5 of the podcast: Saxony-Anhalt and the power of stories (in German) 

 

 

 

Gerald Knaus and Mehdi Hassan 

 

On the AfD and Putin in Al Jazeera “Head to Head” 

 

  

https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
https://www.esiweb.org/publications/can-extremists-win-power-germany
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTOmrTYvGYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIAuED6VRU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZhB9fGDJog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GshpLUY_fjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PZSBWRDHqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trwHyB2s6lo
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Annex 1: How to close a party in Germany 

 

Who must act now? It depends on (at least) eight federal states: four are led by the SPD, three 

by the CDU and one has a Green Minister-President. (A quick guide to the parties named in 

this newsletter: the SPD is the centre-left Social Democratic Party; the CDU and its Bavarian 

sister party the CSU are the main centre-right Christian Democrats; the Greens are the 

environmentalist party. The smaller parties mentioned below are the pro-business FDP, the 

regional Free Voters, the left-wing The Left, and the BSW, a new party that combines left-wing 

economics with a hard line on immigration.) In our report, we outline the path to a majority in 

the Bundesrat:  
 

Composition of the Bundesrat, June 2026  

Federal states Votes Minister-President Coalition 

government 

    

Lower Saxony 6 Olaf Lies (SPD) SPD, Greens 

Berlin 4 Kai Wegner (CDU) CDU, SPD 

Schleswig-Holstein 4 Daniel Günther (CDU) CDU, Greens 

Bremen 3 Andreas Bovenschulte (SPD) SPD, Greens, The 

Left 

Hamburg 3 Peter Tschentscher (SPD)  SPD, Greens 

Saarland 3 Anke Rehlinger (SPD) SPD 

North Rhine-Westphalia 6 Hendrik Wüst (CDU) CDU, Greens 

Baden-Württemberg 6 Cem Özdemir (Greens) Greens, CDU 

Bavaria 6 Markus Söder (CSU) CSU, Free Voters 

Hesse 5 Boris Rhein (CDU) CDU, SPD 

Brandenburg 4 Dietmar Woidke (SPD) SPD, CDU  

Saxony 4 Michael Kretschmer (CDU) CDU, SPD 

Saxony-Anhalt 4 Sven Schulze (CDU) CDU, SPD, FDP 

Thuringia 4 Mario Voigt (CDU) CDU, SPD, BSW 

Mecklenburg-Western 

Pomerania 

3 Manuela Schwesig (SPD) SPD, The Left 

Rhineland-Palatinate 4 

 

Gordon Schnieder (CDU) CDU, SPD  

 69   

Yellow: Tending towards a declaratory ruling by the Federal Constitutional Court – 35 votes. (States 

whose governments lean towards asking the Court to rule on the AfD.) Green: Not yet in favour of a 

petition to the Federal Constitutional Court – 34 votes. (States not yet willing to ask the Court to act.) 

 

 

The task now is to turn words into action. There has been no shortage of clear words so far. 

On 29 June 2025, for example, the SPD party conference resolved: 

 
“Even at the time of its founding, the AfD displayed far-right tendencies – today it is clearly 

far-right extremist. The ethno-nationalist wing dominates the party. A democratic 

counterbalance effectively no longer exists within the AfD. The evidence of the AfD’s 

unconstitutionality is overwhelming – varied, well-documented and attributable to 

the party itself. Björn Höcke, who has been legally designated a right-wing extremist, was 

already to be expelled from the party in 2017. In 2019, the AfD’s honorary chairman 

declared him to be ‘at the heart of the party’ … We will not tolerate such a threat to our 

democracy.” 
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Anke Rehlinger and Olaf Lies  

 

The SPD-led state government of Lower Saxony has classified the state AfD as “confirmed 

right-wing extremist”. The Minister-President of Saarland, Anke Rehlinger (SPD), emphasised 

in May 2025:  

 
“Voters would not simply disappear if the AfD were banned. Political debate is therefore 

crucial. But the ban proceedings, should they go ahead, are directed against a party that is 

in part far-right and seeks to transform our state into an authoritarian dictatorship in which 

people are no longer equal and no longer have equal rights …” 

 

  

Hendrik Wüst and Daniel Günther  

 

In January 2024, Hendrik Wüst (CDU), Minister-President of North Rhine-Westphalia, said: 
 

“The AfD is – and this is becoming increasingly clear – a party in which hardline Nazis 

call the shots; it is a Nazi party … That is why it is right to call a spade a spade. A party in 

which Nazis call the shots, in which Nazi ideas are espoused, is a Nazi party.” 

 

In May 2025, Daniel Günther (CDU), Minister-President of Schleswig-Holstein, stated:  

 
“The federal government must now swiftly initiate proceedings to ban the party in order to 

protect our democracy. [The AfD] is a threat to our free and democratic basic order, and it 

endangers social harmony.” 

 

CDU-led Berlin is also very clear on this. On 5 May 2025, Berlin’s Governing Mayor Kai 

Wegner (CDU) said: “Björn Höcke is a Nazi. Who else could it be?” On 20 July 2025, Berlin’s 

Senator for Justice, Felor Badenberg (CDU), emphasised in an interview with the Süddeutsche 

Zeitung (one of Germany’s leading national newspapers) that the AfD “operates strategically 

and usually operates just below the threshold of what could be legally dangerous for it … In 

doing so, it is evidently seeking professional advice, with the clear aim of remaining just within 

the bounds of what is legally permissible.” However, she noted that in the AfD’s Thuringia 
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regional branch, “it is significantly easier to provide evidence, particularly with regard to 

specific statements and plans for implementing anti-constitutional schemes.” And:  

 
“I consider it a mistake that these proceedings were not initiated years ago in the case of 

Björn Höcke – that would have sent a clear message.” 

 

On 3 December 2025, the parliamentary groups of the two governing parties, the CDU and the 

SPD, in the Berlin State Parliament passed a motion addressed to the Berlin State Government 

(Senate): 

 
“The Berlin House of Representatives is committed to a militant democracy [the German 

principle that a democracy is entitled to defend itself, including by banning parties that seek 

to destroy it]. This entails taking action against extremist, anti-constitutional associations 

and parties which, by virtue of their objectives or the behaviour of their supporters, seek to 

undermine or abolish the free democratic basic order.”  

 

 

Annex 2: What is ‘remigration’? 

 

   

The German Björn Höcke, the Austrian Martin Sellner, ‘Remigration’ 

 

What does ‘remigration’ mean to AfD politician Höcke and far-right identitarian author Martin 

Sellner? ‘Remigration’ is a far-right term for removing large numbers of immigrants and their 

descendants from a country, through deportation or sustained pressure to leave, even when 

those people are citizens. A quote from Sellner’s book, praised by leading AfD politicians:   

 
“Example 1: Afghans 

…    

Before 1977, there were no records of Afghan migrants in Germany. By 2023, their number 

had risen to around 420,000 as a result of several sudden waves of migration. According 

to the proposed migration quota, a maximum of 920 (if any) should have been allowed to 

immigrate during this period … Exceeding this low quota would result, firstly, in an 

immediate halt to immigration and, secondly, in a potential remigration target group of 

around 420,000 people. They would be subject to remigration measures, ranging from 

deportations to pressure to assimilate, so that in the end an Afghan parallel society would 

have disappeared entirely.”  

 

Whether German citizens or not, Sellner’s ‘remigration measures’ would cause this group of 

420,000 people of Afghan origin to “disappear entirely.”  
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That he is targeting citizens is also evident from this post on X, which is aimed at Muslim 

mayors (citizens!) in Germany and the UK:  
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Translation:   

 

“Islam conquers England 

The mayor of London is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Birmingham is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Leeds is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Blackburn is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Sheffield is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Oxford is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Luton is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Oldham is a Muslim. 

The mayor of Rochdale is a Muslim.” 

 

On the right: “And it is not normal. Imagine if, in all the larger cities of Turkey, the mayors 

were suddenly Christians. Enough is enough. We need a turning point: Remigration & De-

Islamisation.” 

 

(This message is both racist and misleading. The directly elected mayor of London is a position 

of power. Most others are ceremonial roles. The Lord Mayor of Birmingham is “a civic, non-

political and non-executive role,” with “no decision-making powers”. Oxford City Council’s 

website notes: “the post of Lord Mayor of Oxford is … a ceremonial post carrying no political 

power.”)  

 

 


