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Political prisoners and the Council of Europe

How to recover the soul of the Council of Europe


The lesson from Russia in the years before 2022 is that the only way to keep a country in the Council of Europe is by insisting that the country abides by the Council’s standards or leaves. Is it already too late in the case of Azerbaijan? It is certainly not too late to try to find out, as a lot depends on it, including whether the Council of Europe can recover its soul on its 75th anniversary.


The lesson from Russia in the years before 2022 is that the only way to keep a country in the Council of Europe is by insisting that the country abides by the Council’s standards or leaves. Is it already too late in the case of Azerbaijan? It is…


Ilham Aliyev attended opening of Military Trophy Park in Baku. Photo: Press Service of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 3/2024 





Azerbaijan thriller – Political prisoners and how to recover…
28 March 2024










Background

Guide to a Crime Scene - Azerbaijan and the Council of Europ…
3 April 2024








Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



The Azerbaijan clique: "A general atmosphere of venalit…
30 March 2021







Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/medien/ard-korruptionsthriller-am-abgrund-von-daniel-harrich-19535515.html
Tatort Aserbaidschan
21 February 2024







Le Monde



https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2024/02/01/en-azerbaidjan-l-enquete-interdite-sur-des-cas-de-torture-dans-des-prisons-beneficiant-de-fonds-europeens_6214266_3210.html?random=976484433
En Azerbaïdjan, l’enquête interdite sur des cas de torture d…
1 February 2024






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
A monastery, Kosovo courts and the Council of Europe

Support Kosovo’s membership in the Council of Europe


Kosovo’s application to become a member of Europe’s oldest Human Rights organisation is a moment of truth for many European countries which have long claimed to support Kosovo’s European aspirations. 


Kosovo’s application to become a member of Europe’s oldest Human Rights organisation is a moment of truth for many European countries which have long claimed to support Kosovo’s European aspirations. 


Visoki Decani monastery fresco

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 2/2024 





A monastery, Kosovo courts and the road to the Council of Eu…
4 March 2024










Discussion Paper

Memo on Decani - The rule of law, an urgent issue and Kosovo…
4 March 2024






 Newsletter 4/2022 





47 again? Russia out, Kosovo in
16 May 2022







KlanKosova



https://klankosova.tv/kolumne/47-shtete-perseri-ne-keshill-te-evropes-rusia-del-kosova-futet/
Gerald Knaus and Kristof Bender: 47 shtete përsëri në Këshil…
16 May 2022







EurActiv



https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/serbia-reacts-strongly-to-kosovo-council-of-europe-application/
Serbia reacts strongly to Kosovo Council of Europe applicati…
12 May 2022






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Preventing violence – transform Kosovo dialogue

Why this is critical for Kosovo


Today, Serbia and Kosovo stand at the brink of a catastrophe. It is urgent for European powers to act in time and in a way that can pre-empt it. And the EU must acknowledge that a dialogue based on the promise of EU integration cannot work without this promise being credible.


Today, Serbia and Kosovo stand at the brink of a catastrophe. It is urgent for European powers to act in time and in a way that can pre-empt it. And the EU must acknowledge that a dialogue based on the promise of EU integration cannot work without…


Grey Rhino. Photo: UCL –  University College London

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Background

Invented pogroms - Statistics, lies and confusion in Kosovo
19 February 2024






 Newsletter 4/2023 





Belfast, Kosovo and the end of peace
27 July 2023










Report

The Hypnotist – Aleksandar Vucic, John Bolton and the return…
25 April 2019






 Newsletter 4/2019 





The Hypnotist – North Macedonia this summer – In Memoriam De…
28 April 2019










Report

The Lausanne Principle: Multiethnicity, Territory and the Fu…
7 June 2004






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Caviar Diplomacy

Why every European should care


Azerbaijan’s “Caviar Diplomacy” of systematic bribing to downplay Azerbaijan’s human rights record has led to investigations and convictions in several EU member states. So far, however, the main culprit has escaped unscathed. It is time that the Committee of Ministers investigate Azerbaijan’s role in the biggest corruption scandal in the history of the Council of Europe.


Azerbaijan’s “Caviar Diplomacy” of systematic bribing to downplay Azerbaijan’s human rights record has led to investigations and convictions in several EU member states. So far, however, the main culprit has escaped unscathed. It is time that the…


Caviar. Photo: flickr/Marco Verch Professional Photographer

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 1/2024 





Seven Baku rules – When Aliyev’s MPs were shown the door
7 February 2024






 Newsletter 2/2021 





The strangest love affair – autocrats and parliamentarians,…
2 April 2021








Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



The Azerbaijan clique: "A general atmosphere of venalit…
30 March 2021










Report

 The European Swamp (Caviar Diplomacy Part 2) – Prosecutors,…
17 December 2016










Report

Caviar Diplomacy - How Azerbaijan silenced the Council of Eu…
24 May 2012






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Safe third countries

From the Channel to Rwanda


A court ruling shows a way for the UK and other European governments to combine migration control with respect for the Refugee Convention and the European Convention on Human Rights.


A court ruling shows a way for the UK and other European governments to combine migration control with respect for the Refugee Convention and the European Convention on Human Rights.


White Cliffs of Dover. Photo: Wikimedia Commons / Immanuel Giel

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Report

A wise court – Rwanda, Safe Third Countries and  a Channel b…
30 June 2023






 Newsletter 3/2023 





Safe Third Countries, Rwanda and a Channel deal
30 June 2023







Deutsche Welle



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIX3EBsItXE
Britain aims to reduce English Channel migration
4 April 2023







The Economist



https://www.economist.com/britain/2023/02/08/the-british-government-is-planning-another-crackdown-on-asylum-seekers
The British government is planning another crackdown on asyl…
8 February 2023







Prospect Magazine



https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/essays/what-europe-can-teach-britain-about-asylum
What Europe can teach Britain about asylum
1 March 2023






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
EU-Turkey Statement 2.0

How the EU and Turkey must cooperate in their mutual interest


The EU-Turkey statement in March 2016 has drastically brought down numbers of people trying to cross the Aegean and thereby also the numbers of people drowning. Then it broke down in March 2020. What is needed now is a revised statement 2.0 that addresses the shortcomings and builds on the successes of the first statement.


The EU-Turkey statement in March 2016 has drastically brought down numbers of people trying to cross the Aegean and thereby also the numbers of people drowning. Then it broke down in March 2020. What is needed now is a revised statement 2.0 that…


Syrian school children at the Temporary Education Center in Osmaniye, southern Turkey. Photo: European Commission

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions





Anadolu Agency



https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/interview-humane-borders-control-through-cooperation-possible-turkey-eu-can-show-the-way/2188978
Humane borders, control through cooperation possible: Turkey…
26 March 2021







Der Spiegel



https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/eu-fuenf-vorschlaege-fuer-eine-bessere-migrationspolitik-a-00000000-0002-0001-0000-000175089076
Europäische Union: Fünf Vorschläge für eine bessere Migratio…
29 January 2021






 Newsletter 3/2020 





Aegean Plan 2.0 – preventing a disaster in the times of Coro…
20 March 2020







Der Spiegel



https://www.esiweb.org/fight-against-corona-evacuate-greek-islands-now
The fight against Corona: Evacuate the Greek Islands – Now!
26 March 2020










Report

The Aegean Tragedy – Key facts and key steps
24 January 2020






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Humane Borders

Saving the Refugee Convention


A humane global refugee system is one where more, not fewer, countries offer refugee protection. At this moment such a world seems more elusive than ever. So what is to be done?


A humane global refugee system is one where more, not fewer, countries offer refugee protection. At this moment such a world seems more elusive than ever. So what is to be done?


The island nation of Nauru: is this the future of the global refugee system? Photo: Shutterstock / Robert Szymanski

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 4/2021 





Essay 1 - The promise and the agony – saving the refugee con…
26 May 2021






 Newsletter 6/2021 





Essay 2 - The popularity of pushbacks – lessons from Austral…
7 June 2021
















































    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Rumeli Observer blog

Observations on Europe


I live in Berlin. It is from here, the very centre of modern Europe, that I observe the world. Some of these observations I will share on this blog.


I live in Berlin. It is from here, the very centre of modern Europe, that I observe the world. Some of these observations I will share on this blog.


Gerald Knaus. Photo: Nikos Pilos

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions










































































    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Thank You Payments for hosting Ukrainian families

A powerful signal to Russia that its horrific blackmail will fail


Thank You Payments for hosting Ukrainian refugees will not only cover basic needs but will also send a powerful signal to Russia that its blackmail will fail.


Thank You Payments for hosting Ukrainian refugees will not only cover basic needs but will also send a powerful signal to Russia that its blackmail will fail.


Two Ukrainian boys at peace demonstration in Berlin, March 2022: “My family wants to live“. Photo: flickr /  Stefan Müller

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Background

Olga in Paris – Why are there so few Ukrainian refugees in F…
14 February 2023










Background


14 February 2023










Background


14 February 2023






 Newsletter 1/2023 





Refugee continent – Olga in Paris – Turkish catastrophe
21 February 2023






 Newsletter 7/2022 





Putin’s Cholodomor – Homes for Ukrainians – A plan for winte…
29 December 2022






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Stop Orban’s silent cash machine

Addressing threats to economic cohesion and to democracy


Europeans need to find better ways to defend the values enshrined in their treaties, not with pious words and empty threats, but in the language of power and money that politicians like Hungarian prime minister Viktor Orban will understand.


Europeans need to find better ways to defend the values enshrined in their treaties, not with pious words and empty threats, but in the language of power and money that politicians like Hungarian prime minister Viktor Orban will understand.
…

Cash machine. Photo: Tomas Urbelionis / Shutterstock

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Report

The wizard, the virus and a pot of gold - Viktor Orban and t…
18 April 2020










Background

"On the brink of victory" - Viktor Orban, rhetoric…
15 June 2018






 Newsletter 6/2016 





The most dangerous Wizard in the EU
7 October 2016







The Economist



http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21708252-viktor-orban-succeeds-only-because-europe-cannot-hold-together-wizard-budapest
The wizard of Budapest
8 October 2016






 Newsletter 9/2015 





Refugees as a means to an end – The EU's most dangerous…
24 September 2015






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
End the turtle race

How the EU can address the crisis of the accession process


North Macedonia has been blocked on its accession path for more than a decade. It is no outlier. All Western Balkan states are stuck. Their accession process resembles a bus without wheels, with North Macedonia discussing conditions for moving up a row of seats inside a vehicle going nowhere. It is time for the EU to enhance the process by offering all European democracies membership in the European Single Market as a credible interim goal.


North Macedonia has been blocked on its accession path for more than a decade. It is no outlier. All Western Balkan states are stuck. Their accession process resembles a bus without wheels, with North Macedonia discussing conditions for moving up…


The face of a hundred-years old turtle. Photo: reddit / massimo_bragi

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 6/2022 





Elephants in Skopje – Balkan turtle race and Ukraine
15 July 2022










Report

The Balkan Turtle Race – A warning for Ukraine
13 July 2022







Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



https://zeitung.faz.net/faz/politik/2022-07-16/77d93575e70068684e3bf7c465494a37/
Das europäische Schildkrötenrennen
16 July 2022







Balkan Insight



https://balkaninsight.com/2020/01/21/eu-has-turned-enlargement-into-a-hamster-wheel/
EU Has Turned Enlargement into a Hamster Wheel
21 January 2020










Report

Vladimir and Estragon in Skopje - A fictional conversation o…
17 July 2014






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
Offer the four freedoms to the Balkans, Ukraine, and Moldova

For a merit-based EU accession process with a credible goal


The EU should offer membership in the Single Market, including the four freedoms, as a credible and reachable interim goal to Ukraine, Moldova, and any of the six Western Balkan nations interested in it.


The EU should offer membership in the Single Market, including the four freedoms, as a credible and reachable interim goal to Ukraine, Moldova, and any of the six Western Balkan nations interested in it.


EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Ukrainian President Zelensky, 8 April 2022. Photo: Twitter / Ursula von der Leyen

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Report

The Balkan Turtle Race – A warning for Ukraine
13 July 2022






 Newsletter 5/2022 





Ukraine, Europe and a second Treaty of Rome
16 June 2022






 Newsletter 1/2020 





Hamster in the Wheel – Credibility and EU Balkan policy
16 January 2020







Balkan Insight



https://balkaninsight.com/2020/01/21/eu-has-turned-enlargement-into-a-hamster-wheel/
EU Has Turned Enlargement into a Hamster Wheel
21 January 2020






 Newsletter 6/2019 





Coup de grâce – Delors and squaring the circle – Norway in t…
26 October 2019






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
How to save the rule of law in Poland

The European Commission should return to the ECJ


The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has forced Poland to undo some steps in the demolition of judicial independence. But Poland's judiciary is still under siege. No member state of the EU has ever gone as far in subjugating its courts to executive control. EU member states and all parliamentary groups should support the European Commission and the Court in their ongoing battle to protect the rule of law in Poland.


The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has forced Poland to undo some steps in the demolition of judicial independence. But Poland's judiciary is still under siege. No member state of the EU has ever gone as far in subjugating its courts to executive…


Minister Ziobro’s message for Commissioner Reynders, 18 November 2021. Photo: Twitter / Zbigniew Ziobro

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions








Report

The Polish Bulldozer – Towards a win-win-win for Poland, the…
18 December 2021






 Newsletter 8/2021 





5 billion to save the EU – Poland, Penguins and the Rule of…
6 August 2021










Discussion Paper

Poland’s deepening crisis - When the rule of law dies in Eur…
14 December 2019






 Newsletter 7/2019 





How the rule of law dies … is this possible inside the EU?
16 December 2019










Report

Under Siege – Why Polish courts matter for Europe
22 March 2019






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
New presentations

ESI proposals in video and audio


Watch videos explaining our most recent proposals.


Watch videos explaining our most recent proposals.


Ukraine's application for EU membership. Photo: Office of the President of Ukraine

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions





Atlantic Council



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o17aaQDR8tk
What is a two-stage EU accession process for the Western Bal…
9 May 2022







ZDF



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVJA92AWXqk
Markus Lanz - Der Talk vom 24. Mai 
24 May 2022







VIPAC



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4r_9QGhRPU
Gerald Knaus - How Europe should deal with the Ukrainian ref…
28 March 2022







Atlantic Council



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/britain-debrief/britaindebrief-can-the-west-airlift-ukrainian-refugees-to-safety-a-debrief-from-gerald-knaus/
Can the West Airlift Ukrainian Refugees to Safety? A Debrief…
25 March 2022







Persuasion



https://www.persuasion.community/p/knaus
How (Not) to Save Refugees Gerald Knaus and Yascha Mounk dis…
8 February 2022






    
    
    




          
          
                  


      
      
  
  


  
  
                  




                          

        
  


      
  
            
        
          
          
          
                      
New deal with Africa

Regular access and fast return


A humane and effective policy is urgently needed to reduce irregular migration from Africa across the Mediterranean. A coalition of EU member states should establish joint asylum centres at the EU’s external borders. After fair and quick procedures, those not in need of protection should be returned to their home countries. Those in need of protection should be taken in by the members of this coalition. African countries of origin need to be offered tangible benefits to turn them into partners.



A humane and effective policy is urgently needed to reduce irregular migration from Africa across the Mediterranean. A coalition of EU member states should establish joint asylum centres at the EU’s external borders. After fair and quick…


Refugee boat and Libyan coast guard, October 2016. Photo: flickr / Brainbitch

What to do

Latest reports and media reactions




 Newsletter 2/2020 





The Gambia Plan – Beyond empty words and threats: how a brea…
17 February 2020






 Newsletter 5/2019 





Gambia Plan – win-win with Africa – the 11th commandment
29 July 2019







Refugees Deeply



https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2018/03/13/how-italy-can-combine-migration-control-with-human-rights
How Italy Can Combine Migration Control With Human Rights 
13 March 2018










Discussion Paper

A Rome Plan for the Mediterranean migration crisis – The cas…
20 June 2017










Background

The Italian Magnet - Deaths, arrivals and returns in the Cen…
13 March 2018
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			Essay			EU Enlargement and Europe’s Future

			How to Revive One of the EU’s Most Successful Policies

			

		

	






    
	
		
			




                          

        
  

		

		
			Background			Hysteria, Bosnia and OHR

			On the formation of governments after elections

			It is plainly obvious what OHR should do: nothing at all, except to announce that it will not get involved.

		

	






    
	
		
			




                          

        
  

		

		
			Proposal			Offer the four freedoms to the Balkans, Ukraine, and Moldova

			For a merit-based EU accession process with a credible goal

			

		

	






    
	
		
			




                          

        
  

		

		
			Video			Can Ukraine join the EU?

			Presentation by Gerald Knaus, 30 May 2022

			

		

	






    
	
		
			




                          

        
  

		

		
			Proposal			47 again? Russia out, Kosovo in

			

			Kosovo deserves to become the 47th member of the Council of Europe. All European democracies should support for its application to be processed without delay.

		

	






    
	
		
			




                          

        
  

		

		
			Book			SPIEGEL Bestseller by Gerald Knaus

			(in German)

			„Widerlegt sowohl ‚linke‘ wie ‚rechte‘ Klischees der Migrationsdebatte.“ (FAZ)
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