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Kosovo Agricultural Household Surveys 2001 
and 2002 

Introduction 
 

Two agricultural household surveys have been carried out in Kosovo. The surveys are joint 

projects of SOK and MAFRD, which is supported financially, technically, and professionally 

by Sida (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency) and technically and 

professionally by SCB (Statistics Sweden).  The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 

Development (MAFRD) and the Statistical Office of Kosovo (SOK) have jointly been leading 

the project while SOK carried out most of the work with data collection and data processing. 

The surveys were to some extent a continuation of the agricultural module of the Living 

Standard Measurement Survey (LSMS) for 2000.  

 

Sampling design 
 

The agricultural household surveys were divided into two data gathering phases. The spring 

phase, carried through in June, comprised mainly structural data, crop areas and livestock 

while the autumn survey in October mainly comprised farm input and crop harvests. The 

same households were interviewed in both two phases.  Agriculture results give us a review 

on different aspects of agriculture on the national and to some extent at municipality level. 

 

In the first step of the sampling process in AHS 2001, the same villages as in LSMS were 

selected. In the second step, the sample of households was negatively co-ordinated with the 

LSMS sample. This means that the selected villages were the same as in LSMS, but the 

households were different. 

 

The population was defined as rural agricultural households. A household is considered 

agricultural if the agricultural area exceeds 1000 m2. The agricultural area contains arable 

land, kitchen gardens, orchards, meadows and wine yards. 

 

The sampling design in AHS 2002 was also two-stage sampling. In 2002, Kosovo was 

divided in about 3000 Enumeration Areas (EA). In the first stage, a sample of 400 rural EAs 

was selected randomly with the selection probability proportional to the estimated number of 
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households in the EA. In the second stage the agricultural households in these EAs were 

listed, and a sample of 8 households were randomly selected from each EA. 

 

Data quality 
 

There is some over coverage with households with less than 1000 m2 agricultural land in the 

sample. It is difficult to learn about the area before you have visited and asked the household. 

The under coverage is unknown. 

 

The already sampled villages for the LSMS 2000 have been used also for the AHS 2001. The 

sample consists of 150 Albanian villages and 30 Serb villages. In these selected villages a 

new sample of agricultural households was drawn from the list of households that was 

established for LSMS 2000. As the frame for LSMS was established in June 2000, about one 

year changes may have occurred since then. Thus, there may be a slight frame error. A 

household was defined as an agricultural household if the total land was more than 0.1 

hectare, or possessing 1 cow and 1 calf, or 5 sheep / goats, or 50 poultry, or 20 m2 fish pond. 

 

Another error might be that farm holdings where the possessor lived outside the village were 

not included. 

 

The autumn survey 2001 covered the same households as the spring survey and data on spring 

crop areas were pre-printed in the form. This was to enable a new check with the farmer about 

the areas registered from the spring phase.  

 

Of the 400 EAs in AHS 2002 12 did not respond. They were incorrectly classified as Serbian 

or Albanian and were not interviewed, while 9 EAs were uninhabited. The effect of this non-

response is probably small. 

 

In a sample survey, sampling errors are inevitable. For example, the sample consists of 3035 

households, but when regarding crop areas and livestock, only a sub sample has the crop or 

the livestock. So there are 1291 households with wheat, but only 11 households with donkeys. 

The margin of error goes to maximum sampling error when you give an estimate based on a 

sample.   The margin of errors depends on these numbers of holders, but also on the variation 

in the areas or numbers. The margin of error in wheat is about 6%, but the margin of error for 

donkeys 60%. The rule was used only to present results when the number of households was 
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20 or more. This corresponds to a margin of error of about 45%. Thus no results for donkeys 

are presented. 

 

Measurement errors are errors at the interview by the interviewer or the respondent. 

Particularly if the respondents do not understand the question, the effects may be serious. 

Some errors have been removed by logical checks, but we cannot estimate the measurement 

errors. 

 

Errors in the definition of agriculture households in the frame are considerable. We could 

maybe in the future include all rural households in the survey and accept that some have no 

agriculture at all (over coverage). This will be more common in mountain areas, and the 

interviewer may start with a question deciding if the household is agricultural. If not, the 

interview ends, and there is no need to list all household members. 

 

The correlation coefficients between the weights and the areas of arable land were –0.04 in 

2001 and +0.10 in 2002. This may be considered as small, so that the samples can be regarded 

as representative for the populations. 

 

The conclusion is that the populations are not exactly the same 2001 and 2002. Although the 

fact that more than 18% had no arable land in 2001, the population in 2002 consists of smaller 

farms than 2001. Agricultural Household Surveys conducted in two successive years are 

summarized in Table A.1. 

 
Table A.1. Some aspect of the two Agriculture Household Survey conducted  

in 2001 and 2002, and LSMS 2000 
 
 LSMS 2000 AHS 2001 AHS 2002 

Definition of the 

household 
Rural Agric. Agric. 

Sample Frame 5 KFOR areas 5 KFOR areas 7 Stat. Regions 

Sample size 

 Place /EA 

 Household 

 

 

180 (Agric. module) 

1440 

 

180 

1440 

 

400 

3200 

Survey conducted Once Twice 
(spring/autumn) 

Twice 
(spring/autumn) 
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Different sources 
 
It is normal that different sources give different estimates, but in Kosovo agricultural statistics 
the differences in some cases, particularly crop areas and some livestock data, are too large. 
 
At present, our knowledge why there are differences (in some cases large differences) 
between different sources is limited. We need to enhance our knowledge about the quality of 
the different sources. Some evaluation and / or data quality studies are urgently needed. 
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