INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

With the aim to establish cultural cooperation agreements with the neighboring countries, the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports initiated to sign an Agreement with the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of Albania. The General Agreement, which frames and encourages cooperation in the filed of culture, youth and sports, was signed in August 2002.

We are preparing an Agreement on Cultural Cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkey. I headed the delegation of the Ministry to Turkey in July 2003 to meet the Minister of Culture and Tourism of Turkey and finalize the draft Agreement. 

This spring I wrote to Croatia, Slovenia and Morocco suggesting to initiate a cultural cooperation agreement. We are waiting for the answer from Slovenia and Croatia. Morocco is preparing a proposal on cultural cooperation with our Ministry to submit to its Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

I also wrote to the Minister of Culture of Azerbaijan proposing to start the bilateral cultural cooperation. It was agreed to exchange visits in the course of 2003 in order to discuss possibilities for cooperation.  

We have been in touch with the Ministry of Culture of Greece on various matters including the Cultural Olympiad 2001- 2004. The Ministry is expecting to participate in this initiative with some cultural projects. The Greek films are going to be represented at the Kosovo International Film Festival in the end of September- beginning of October this year. 

Then the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports has negotiated with UNMIK Pristina Region the transfer of an Italian donor grant to the newly establish Institute of Archaeology.  This project consists in an archaeological research in the Ulpiana archaeological site. 

Finally, the Ministry is also negotiating a memorandum of understanding with the Swedish NGO Cultural Heritage Without Borders for the implementation of a restoration project in Velika Hoca.  This project is funded by the Swedish International Agency for Development.

MULTILATERAL INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

MULTILATERAL INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Department of Culture

The Department of Culture has an on going cooperation with the Council of Europe in the following areas:

1. With the Directorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage the cooperation is based on the South-East Regional Program for Cultural and Natural Heritage.  This program has three components:

a) Institutional Capacity Building Plan.  In this regard, the Council of Europe Legislative Task Force is providing technical assistance for the development of the Heritage legislation.

b) Integrated Rehabilitation Plan.  This Plan aims at assessing and reporting about the current architectural and archaeological situation in the region, to establish a prioritized intervention list of buildings and sites of significant heritage importance, and to carry out preliminary technical assessments on buildings and sites, which will serve to establish full feasibility studies.  The aim of these feasibility studies is to prepare eventual project proposals for different donors.  The local project coordinator has been appointed and an international conference will be held at the end of August in Thessalonica with all the local project coordinators of the region.

c) Local Development Pilot Projects in Peja and Prizren.  These projects aim to build up social and economic development projects through a process that must respect the traditions and identities of the different people living in the considered area and to ensure equitable treatment of all community groups.  These on going initiatives concern various ministries and are currently being discussed with the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, but they are open to others.

2. The Cultural Policy and Action Department is providing a very significant assistance to the Department of Culture in various fields:

· Development of the cultural strategy.  The Council of Europe has contributed with different experts to this exercise and it has commented the different drafts.

· Technical assistance for the development of theatre and cinema fields in Kosovo.  Different workshops on theatre management have taken place already and some others for cinema script writing are under preparation.

· Legal assistance for the drafting of the cinematography act.  

· Report on the situation of the copyright in Kosovo and policy recommendations.

3. Also, the Council of Europe premises in Strasbourg will hold an exhibition of Kosovar contemporary art at the end of September.

Cooperation with UNESCO:  A delegation formed by six members visited Kosovo from 12 to 18 March 2003 and carried out extensive visits to the field in order to visit significant monuments and sites.  Among UNESCO’s main recommendations we can mention the following:

1. To prevent further violence and destruction of cultural heritage in Kosovo.  This message should be conveyed through awareness and educational campaigns.  

2. 2. An update and coherent policy tFormulated by UNMIK in cooperation with the Government of Serbia and Montenegro and the PISG Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Sports (in consultation with the religious communities and the assistance of UNESCO and ICOMOS).  This policy should be made In accordance with the relevant international conventions and standards.
3. Donor initiative by PISG/MCYS through “joint ventures”.

Youth Department

The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports has prepared two partnership agreements with the French NGO “Medicins du Monde” and with the Kosovar NGO “Vita Kosova”.  The object of both partnership agreements is to establish a center for information, prevention and orientation focused on the young people of Kosovo.  This centre will provide this assistance free of charge and it should eventually enable a significant reduction in the risks of development of mental diseases, as well of additions among the Kosovar youngsters.  

The Department of Youth and UNICEF have developed a cooperation program in the field of health education and prevention for youth.  UNICEF will directly support youth organizations submitting projects related to the Department of Youth policy on this regard.  

The Council of Europe, Directorate for Youth and Sports has agreed to an Expert Study Visit in Sept/Oct 2003 focusing on:

a) Capacity building at municipal level for local youth policies/strategies.

b) Assistance of legal experts for the drafting of the youth law

c) Supporting the definition of clear strategies and status for the youth centers sustainability.

Cooperation with GTZ (Deutsche Gesellshaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit) :  GTZ and the DOY have developed the “EDYK” Program (Empowerment and Development of Youth in Kosovo) The objectives of this Program are the following:

· Improved capacity of DoY to support and to monitor youth programs.

· Strengthen capacity to offer appropriate youth activities on the municipal level. 

· Improved networking and cooperation between the actors in the youth sector.

· Improved social integration and equal participation of young people regardless of ethnic origin, gender, physiscal ability, place of residence.

Cooperation with UNDP:  The Dutch Government is financing an eighteen months training program called “Value Based Leadership” implemented by Global Perspective Development Center/UNDP. This training program brings together ministerial and municipal staff members, youth centers coordinators and youth NGOs leaders  for the improvement of youth qualitative services.

Cooperation with Kosovo Foundation for Open Society (KFOS):  The Department of Youth and KFOS organized in December 2002 a seminar on youth Policy Development.  For the year 2003/2004, KFOS has committed funds to youth groups/NGOs for approximately 400,000 Euros in support to the Department of Youth approved policies.

Balkan Children and Youth Foundation, through KFOS, have committed to support cross border youth projects based on best practices in the Balkan region.

YouthNet (European Youth School and Community Networks) – Interkulturelles Zentrum Wien- is an initiative started in the frame of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe in 2001 supported by the Austrian Government, the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Federal Ministry for Security and Generations and the European Commission Youth Program.  It aims at the development of young peoples cooperation in South Eastern Europe and it helps to strengthen links between youth organizations in EU member States and pre accession countries.  The Department of Youth is a member of the Steering and Advisory Committee.  A Kosovar Regional Organizer is seconded by Interkulturelles Zentrum since the year 2001.  YouthNet organizes regular national workshops for local NGOs and training for trainers.  The first Kosovo wide workshop will take place in October 2003.

The Balkan Youth Project:  This is a five years project aiming at strengthening long term development of youth policies.  It is supported by the European Youth Forum, CARE International and the European Commission Youth Program.  It holds regular contact forums all over South Eastern Europe.  The first Contact Forum in Kosovo was held on February 2003 with the participation of the MCYS Permanent Secretary. 

Department of Sports

The Council of Europe is providing technical and legal assistance for the development of the sports law.  So far a workshop has already been held with the Council of Europe’s experts and we are waiting for a revision of the final draft.

