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ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Who shapes the debate on the future of EU enlargement in Sweden today as the country takes over the
EU Presidencyn July 2009

This manual aims to provide an overview by introducing the key people and key institutions. It starts
with a summary of core facts about Sweden. It looks at the packed timetahie Swedish EU
Presidencyandthe many issues on its ageridacluding EU enlargement and visa liberalisatifor

the Western Balkan states

As background to one of the ntastensive EUpresidencies in recent years the manual describes the
Swedish scene; the most important interest groups, theg&esrnment institutions, the current
government,parliament and the main political parties and the key ttanks It looks atthe
countryo6s mix o fandevelfargpaicies. &t offers dm eversidwiofstha policy debates
on the EU, on future enlargement and the Western Balkans. Spatsoigiven to the media
landscape; TV, radio and print media and the intebas¢d media.

As the British academic Timothy Garton Ash hesentlyw r i t Takking:herdito a leading figure in
the upcoming Swedish presidency of the EU, one understands what a hectic circus it will be in the last
few mont hs Pronke Migi€ed Bedrix Reinfeldt has commented on tge ver nment 6 s

intensivepresidencyp | a n nSomegmes thingsturaut | i ke t he Jlielswhat ennon
happens to you whileoyu ar e busy ma Klhemprgne mitnhiesrt e | aandsdbe. do: fi PI
importantbut t hings seldom turn out the way you inte

Any debate in a vibrant democracy is characterised by a range of views. Nonetheless, when it comes
to Swedish views on EU enlargement, the people included in this manual are certainly among the
most influential.

Stockholm, May 2009
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SWEDEN: KEY FACTS

Population:
Area:

Capital:

Other major cities:
GNP per capita:
Head of State:
Prime Minister:

Current Government:

Key Ministers on EU policy:

National legislature:

Next national election

Governnent Parties
Moderate Party

Fredrik Reinfeldt

9.27 million.
450,000km.

Stockholm (802,000 in the citynearly 2 million inhabitants in
the Stockholm metropolitan area).

Goteborg, 500,600; Malmo, 286,000; Uppsala, 190,000.
$36,691(purchasing parity EIU figures.

King Carl XVI Gustaf.

Fredrik Reinfeldi{Moderate Party).

The Alliance for Sweden a coalition of four centreight
parties: the Moderate Party, the Liberal Party, the Christian
Democrats, and the Centre Party won b¥8he 349 seats in
2006.
Carl Bildt

Cecilia Malmstréom
Maria Asenius

Foreign Minister.
Europe Minister.
State Secretary.

The Riksdag.

Due on 19 September 2010.

2006 Vote Seats
26.23 per cent 97

Centre Party Maud Olsson 7.88 per cent 29

Li ber al P e ¢ Jan Bjorklund 7.54 per cent 28
Christian Democrats | Goran Hagglund

Oppositin parties
Social Democrats

Mona Sahlin

6.59 per cent 24

34.99 per cent 130

Left Party Lars Ohly 5.85 per cent 22

Green Party

Peter Eriksson and Maria

5.24 per cent 19

Wetterstrand
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CARL BILDT: MAKING THE CASE FOR EU ENLARGEMENT

ENLARGEMENT, SOUTH EAST EUROPE AND

TURKEY : Car | Bil dt , Swedenods
minister, is constantly making the case for further EU
enlargement. In doing so he expresses a deeper
consensus in Sweden on enlargamsupported by

almost all members d¢tarliament.

Given this strongcrossparty backing Carl Bildt is
currentlyone of themost forceful advocassof further
enlargement in the EU.

-

AENl ar gement i s still t he European Uni o
democracy and prosperity i n Europeé eve
European Union stronger, more relevant, and more attungo the needs of our different
S 0 c i e(Carld8ifdt- Boreian Policv Statement of the Government. Februarv2009

Cal Bildt addressedhe doubts on EU enlargeme
issue headon in his speech at the Carned
Endowment in Washington DC on May 5 2009;

AEnNnl ar gement i's & wecal
know thati and has always been. Remember
the first big enlargement debate was in the ¢
060s when the Brits
join. And there was someone of a nationality th
wi | | not di s ci ford@®yeanshnal
blocked that entire process for 10 years.

Every single enlargement since then has I
characterised by two t hUnmog. §here havedabvayb lreenrihose pay
dondét dilute. These other peopl e ar e nsomore
cosy, and the translation booths are going to be too many at the meetings. | mean, there hay
sorts of argments of that sort. | vividly remember this.

When we, Sweden, small, harmless, pdaging nation when we applied for membership, toget
with the Austrians and the Finns and the Norwegiaasd | hado go to the European Parliament
numbers of tires and say thablue eyes, nice, blond, all of that! At the end of the day, there wer
80 members of the European Parliament that did not vote for the accession of Sweden to the
Union, primarily because of the dilution argument: stay wheseare, no otherd here havelways
been thosevho have been sceptical.

Second, every single enlargement has obviously been a smashing success afterwards. | mg
single enlargement has in fact made the European Union stronger, more relevardreaatuned tg
the needs of our different societies. Sotekdath e hi st or i c al cont ext .
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CarlBi | dt 6s vision and bhe AStockhol m consensus

delivered @ November 12007at the College of Euroge Bruges

- 3 £ Carl Bildt set out his visiorof a common Europén a presentatiorhe
College of Europe *
Collége d'Europe

Brugge Natolin

i Wh at is needed is a profound strengthening of
strengthen the hard power as wdbut & the end of the day peace is built by thoughts and by ballots
more than by tanks and by bullets.

A critical part of the soft power of Europe lies in the continued process of enlargeanEntope that
remains open to those in our part of the world whehwio share their sovereignty with us, accept the
rule of law and commit themselves to the building of open, secular and free societies.

There are those who want to slow down or perhaps even stop the process altogether. We have heard
talk of the need to dime the borders of Europe. And to draw these borders as close to the present
borders of the European Union as possible. But drawing big lines on big maps of eastern Europe risks
being a dangerous exercise for us all.

Because it means defining firmly natlg for whom the doors will remain open, but also slamming

the doors in the face of some for whom the magnetism of Europe remains a major driving force for
profound political and economic reforms. It means telling them to go elsewhere. And that means
doing things differently also in terms of the evolution of their societies. If we put out the light of
European integration in the east or southeast of Eurbp@ever faint or distant that light might be

we risk seeing the forces of atavistic nationalisnsuvmission to other masters taking over. And if

t hat happens, no |lines on maps will be able to p

The concept of @ St o c k h o | mto encapsulate theuSsvédish debate was first used by Mark
Leonardi n hi Whho&kiridpe wi | | run the 21st Centuryo:

iThe Stockholm consensus amounts to nothing | es:
flexible state underpins an innovative, op&nowledge economy. This contract means that the state
provides the resources for educating its citizens, treating their illnesses, providing childcare so they

can work, and integration lessons for newcomers. In exchange, citizens take training, are more

fl exible, and newcomers integrate themselves. 0

The Swedish consensus today is that when any European country meets the conditions for accession,
it has aright to be accepted as a member, @éranLennmarker, chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs & the Riskdag puts it. It is a clear and sebinfident vision of Europe.

AWhen foreigners writ e the British jolanalstendrenfBroSnweitdsiil,s h  p o | |
his portrait of a changing Sweddfishing in Utopia: Sweden and the Future tBasappearedfit is

from Stockholmthat they get their information or their understanding, and this is always influenced

by the very great confidence of the ruling cl ass

Carl Bildt is the most prominent and articulate expowweit t he Swedi sh- pol iti cal
enlargement perspective.


http://www.coleurop.be/file/content/news/Speeches/20071112_Bildt_speech.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Europe-Will-21st-Century/dp/0007195311
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Bildtds Bl og

Carl Bildt is famous for actively updating his blggjla Dessa Dagadespite hisonstant travels. It
often covers one of hfavourite topic§ South East Europe. Heieeone recenposting:

Copenhagen airport 28 March 2009: AfOn the way home from the meet i
Ministers in South Bohemia, | have now in any case come to Copenhagen, where | will
spendafewhoursw ai ting for a connecting flight to Stockhol

Unfortunately | did not experience the whole lunch discussion on the economic
development in the Balkans, but | am delighted that you have chosen to put economic

issues at the centre. Serbia has just received a large bridging loan from the IMF - and
the European Commission is considering some help - and apparently Bosnia is also
turning to the IMF for emergency financial support

Otherwise, much of our discussions focussed on how to overcome the tendency to the
current blockages in the enlargement process. Our policy in this respect, summarised in
the declaration , was a result of our meeting. | hope that the next meeting of Foreign

Ministers will be an opportunity to send Montenegro's application to the Commission to
start work on an opinion on its potential. In all likelihood the work will take at least a
year...

Next, | would think that we have to expect a request from Albania, and it must obviously

be treated in the same way. | t 6 s am blecking adw slowing o vfer c o me
down the Croatian accession negotiati ons. Itdos real |
such as this one - it is in all material on the sea borders in the innermost parts of the

Adriatic Sea 1 is able to block the European proces ses, but unfortunately we have

already seen it in the Macedonian name dispute.

Olli Rehn has now put a compromise proposal on a process that should be acceptable to
both Ljubljana and Zagreb. The Presidency and the other foreign ministers expressed our
clear support for the proposal. The beginning of the coming week will be of great
i mportance for how the issue develops. o



http://carlbildt.wordpress.com/
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THE SWEDISH EU PRESIDENCY 2009
The Institutional Agenda

Carl Bildt has often poied out how crowded the agenda is for the Swegigisidencyi given the
key institutional issues that have to be resolwed the fact thahe Lisbon Treaty istill notin place

A new Lisbon Treaty? As three Member States have yet to formally ratifylitsbon Treaty.
Sweden is preparg to conduct its ELpresidency with the current Nice Treaty in placghe
Lisbon Treatycouldenter into force duringor immediately aftef its presidency.

The newly elected ParliamentSweden begins itgresidency wih the newly elected European
Parliament that will first focus on internal issues; forming new committees and holding
hearinggor a new European Commission.

The new European Commission:The current European Commission will remain in office

until 31 Octoler 2009. The new Commission must then be approved \mte of both the
European Parliament and the Council. Fewer proposals than usual are therefore expected from
the Commission in the first half of Swedepresidency.

Short Presidency: The holidays inAugust and public holidays in December mean that, in
practice, theoresidency in the second half of the year is shorter than the first.

The Challenges

The packed agenda facing the Swedish EU Presidency was outlined
by Carl Bildt in his Washington spdeon May %' 2009.

He said that Sweden hopes to make progress on EU institutional
reforms i f there is a fyOetebédr: i n t he
Much of Swedendés presidency wil/l
institutional changes the Lisbon Treaty msake

ilt is my sincere hope thati we wi/l
in the sense that we would get the Lisbon Treaty ratdfied

Implementing the Lisbon Treaty:

T AThe Li s bimtermd of jasice gnd home affairs, is another step of integratien
hope we can take some not i nsubstanti al furt
security affairs; to have a de facto European foreign minister (as EU high representative for
foreign and security policy), and to have an elected presadeéhe European Council, and to
set up the European Action Service. By merging all of the activities of the Commission and of
the Council, and then adding elements from the national diplomatic senviess;are huge
steps. 0

Big issues on the EU agenda:

9 fThe European Union has a big role to manoeuvre the world towards a global climate deal in
Copenhagenin Decemb2009 That i s going to consume a | ot

f "We have to manage t he e-<®globangontelxtoin terms o t er m
internal European issues, and in terms of the financial political crisis managetmantvill
consume a much |l arger percentage of our ener (
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T AThe single most i mportant pol iti cradessmr ocess
Cyprus. We have a President in Cyprus, Mr. Christpfieges have a leader of the Turkish
Cypriot community, Mr. Talal- they are both personally committed to overcoming the
di vision of their island. ..o

Enlargement:
T AAnot her of o ug of coarsenenlardgementthe raughdysl00 million people
of Southeast Europe thateknocking on our doorthe countries of the Western Balkans and

Turkey. o

1 Turkey: Al belong to those EuithPrgsidentrObama; vtentzegr e e d
cameto Europe and said that the strategic significance of Turkey joining the European Union

i s vast: itdos vast for the European Uni on; i
overcoming old divisions; it sends a very powerful signal to the faseoworld. That being
said we know that itds not an entirely easy

the Western Bal kans. 0

1 Croatia-Slovenia dispute i We h a v e i wenry much suppaortadobly es and by the
French and the Czeclighe tio T a compromise proposal by Commissioner Rehn which we
think is constructive and goodt would allow resolution of the dispute, aitdvould allow,
which is also very important, that we go on with the Croat accession negotiations. | welcome
everyone gpporting and adhering to the proposal of Commission R€ha.accession of
Croatia is of course importantt is important for Croatia but its also important for the rest
of the region. 0
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ESl is compiling a calendar of events engaging the WesternkBaki official and unofficial.

2009

Commission/ EU Presidency Western Other events
regular EU Special events Balkan inc: elections/
events related anniversaries
events
June Conferenceon Bosnia
6-7 (Stockholm)
4-7 European
Parliament EP)
Elections
June 1516 | GAERC (General
Affairs and
External
Relations
Council)
1819 | European Counci
Commission
President
confirmed?
23 Visa and consular
meetingi Skopje.
28 Albanian
general electior|
July 1 Swedish Presidency
First Il cel aE&U
week application?

of July

EP Strasbourg
1316 | plenary

1315 | Informal meeting:
DGs for
European affairs
(Stockholm)
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Commission/ EU Presidency Western Other events

regular EU Special events Balkan inc: elections/

events related anniversaries
events

1517 | Informal meeting
of JHA Ministers
Stockholm

20-23 EP G@mmitees meet

LIBE (JHA) & AFET
(Foreign Affairs) will
consider visa

liberalisation.
27-28 | GAERC
Late Montenegro expects t¢
July receive the

guestionnaire

August Holidays

September| 4-5 Gymnich:
Informal Foreign

Ministersmeeting

(Stockholm)
14-17 | EP Plenary
(Strasboug)
21-22 | JHA Council
27 German
general
elections
October Mid month:
Irish

referendum on
Lisbon Treat$
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Commission/

regular EU
events

Other events
inc: elections/

anniversaries

Western
Balkan
related
events

EU Presidency
Special events

October 7-8 EP Mini Plenary|
(Brussel¥
Possiblevote on
visaliberalisation
19 IPA Review
(Brussels)
1922 | EP Plenary
(Strasbourg)
21-22? | JHA Council
26-27 | GAERC
2930 | European Counci Referral of
Al bani
application
to the
Commission
for an avis?
31 Current
Commi s si
mandate ends
November | Dates | Enlargement Possible Special
tbc Progress Reports| Summit on Lisbon
Treaty reforms
9 Berlin Wall fell
20 years ago
11-12 | EP Mini Plenary
(Brussels)
16-17 | GAERC
17 Informal 20" years since
COHOM Czechoslovak

Velvet
Revolution




Communicating EuropeSweden Manual 13

Commission/ EU Presidency Western Other events
regular EU Special events Balkan inc: elections/
events related anniversaries
events
2326 | EP Plenary
(Strasbouy)
30 JHA Council
December Turkey Review
of Ankara
1 JHA Council Protocol
Visa
liberalisation
agree®
7-8 GAERC
W Balkans Ministerial
conference(Brussels)
10-11 | European Counci 10"
Anniversary of
Helsinki
European
Council
14-17 | EP (Strasbourg)
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SWEDISH ATTITUDES TO ENLARGEMENT

48 per cent ofEuropeans say that recent enlargement has strengthened the European Union.
Conversely, 36 per cent say that endangnt has weakened the European Union. (Source:
Eurobarometer 70December 2008).

The figures for future enlargement given in Eurobarometer 69 (Spring 2008) are strikingly similar: 48
per cent of Europeans consider that the accession of the cowamdeterritories of the Western
Balkans to the European Union would contribute to stability in the region. However, 39 per cent
disagree.

In the 15 60l db6 Member States, an outright major
EU is only regstered in Sweden63 per cent, and three otherSpain 59 per cent, and 53 per cent in
both Denmark and Greece.

Respondents in Sweden are the most enthusiastic about further enlargement of the European Union. A
majority are in favour of the integratiaf each of the Western Balkans.

SWEDISH ATTITUDES TO FURTHER ENLARGEMENT:

EB69 Albania BiH Croatia Kosovo Macedonia  Montenegro  Serbia Turkey
Spring

2008 R
Pro 58 66 71 61 66 66 61 46
Anti 32 25 20 29 24 24 30 45
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VISA LIBERALISATION

ifiThe time has come to do everything to br
from the EU. O
Franco Frattini Italian Foreign Minister - 20 May 2009

The Visa Liberalisation Timetable

One key issue in 2009 is @ossibleagreement on vis
liberalisation for countries in the Western Balkans.
part of its White List campaign ESI has been examir
the timeframe for amending Official Regulatio
539/2001 the key measure to allow Bbalisation

1. European Commission

25 May 2009: meeting of Commission with officials from EU Member Statesh e Co mm
position wil!/l become <cl ear. nlt i s i kel
amendment of Council Regulation®3001 before mid une . 0

2. EU Foreign Ministers - GAERC

15/16 June 2009: The EU General Affairs and External Relations Council (known as GAERC
up of EU foreign ministers aridsometimes, depending on the is$usther ministers) is scheduled
meet br the last time under the Czech EU Presidency. Since visa liberalisation is one of the
priorities for the Western Balkans, the Czech Presidency would like the foreign ministers tc
informal agreement on the proposal. This is not yet theiaiffedoption, but agreement to vote
favour of the amendment later on.

3. The European Parliament

Following its own internal adoption, the Commission will transmit the proposal to the Counc
the Council will transmit it to the European Parliamentarrttie secalled "consultation procedure
the European Parliament must deliver an opinion on the Commission's proposal before the

can put it to a vote. At the European Parliament, the proposal will be given to the responsibl
committeel in this case, the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET), however, will also want to have a significant role i
procedure.

The Parliament's plenary sessions and the meetings of the ceamiitt2009 are already schedul
At the first plenary session following the elections-{B4July), the Parliament will fill key position
and establish the committees. The following week3a2Quly), the committees will meet for the fi
time. If theproposed amendment of Council Regulation 539/2001 is declared a top priority
Swedish EU Presidency, the LIBE and AFET rapporteurs could be appointed right then and
this happens anifl the committees decide to deal with the proposed amemdveey speedily, the
plenary vote could take place as early as September (at-thié 3dptember plenary session).

If the rapporteurs are only appointed after the summer break, which is more likely, the Parli
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plenary will vote either during the Qutier sessions {8 October and 22 Oct) or in November (11
12 November or 226 November).

4, JHA Council:

Following the delivery of the Parliament's opinion, the Justice and Home Affairs Council

which consists of EU interior and justice ministergn vote on the proposed amendm
Traditionally, the JHA Council meets six times a year, and there are usually meetings in Octg
late November/early December. The Council will vote by qualified majority, which means th
proposal must garner 82/otes out of 309 votes (the UK and Ireland are not voting). If the GA
reaches political agreement on the dossier in June, the vote in the JHA Council should be a f
but if the GAERC does not, then there wil!/

More information

http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=354

ESI: Exclusive Scorecard of Schengen White List Conditions

ESI published on 22 May the Commi ssionds assessHn
Bal kans: AThese dshaseds annhe most thoroogh cekpertd assessments ever
undertaken in the fields of document security, border control, migration management and security

that Macedonia meets the conditions for sise travel, that Montenegro and Serbia meet most of the
conditions for visdree travel, and thaBosniaHerzegovinaand Albania do not (yet) meet the
conditions f ohttp/miwsesiwdb.orge travel . o0

Scorecard — Schengen White List Conditions
22 May 2009

Based on expert visits and internal assessments by the European Commission
of the implementation of the visa libe ralisation roadmaps
by Western Balkan countries (18 May 2009)

1. Macedonmia meers the benchmarks score: 1

2. Montenegro meets most benchmarks  score: 1.75
Serbia meets most benchmarks score: 1.75

3. Albania does not meet benchmarks score: 3
Bosnia does not meet benchmarks score: 3

4, Kosovo no evaluation score. -

Explanation: In its assessments, the Commission uses six distinct plrases to describe the
countries’ progress in four main areas, ranging from “meets the benchmarks” to “does not yet
fully meet the benchmarks”. A mumber was allocated to each of these phrases:

“meets the benchmarks™ and “generally meets the benchmarks™
“meets a large majority of the benchmarks™ and “meets a majority of benchmarks™
“on the right track, but...” and “does not yet fully meet the benchmarks™

W b =
I



http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=354
http://www.esiweb.org/pdf/schengen_white_list_project_ESI%20Scorecard%20-%20Meeting%20Conditions%20for%20Visa%20Free%20Travel.pdf
http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=17
http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=254
http://www.esiweb.org/pdf/schengen_white_list_project_ESI%20Scorecard%20-%20Meeting%20Conditions%20for%20Visa%20Free%20Travel.pdf
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SWEDEN AND IMMIGRATI ON

Sweden has one of the most open immigration policies in the world. 1rnMjé8a,0000f 9.3 million
Swedes are foreighorn.

Since 15 Decemb&008, Swedemasbegan a new opetoor policy in which any immigrant can
have a work permitas long ashey have confirmation from an employer of a job.

In the first quarter of 20022,124 people came to Sweden and 9,594 people emigrateet surplus

of 12,530. The largest group who settled in Sweden were Swedish citizens (3,857), followed by
Iragis (2,451) and Somalis (1,305). The numbers of Poles and Romaniahawehoeen immigting

in large numbers since accession have fallen to 1,187 anded@éctively- a decrease of a third
compared withhe first quarteof 2008 www.sch.se

In addition to workmigration, a large humber of people sesklum each year. In 2008 over 24,000
people sought asylum in Sweden, most of them Iragis and Somalis. Teenpef asylum seekers
come from SE Europewww.sch.se

2008 Asylum Seekers by Country of Citizenship

Country Rank ' Country of citizenship Total

All citizenships 24,342

.1 g 6,08
2  somala 335

3 3  Kosovo 1,037 1,037

Ru53|a 938
BosniaHerzegovina

Albania

Macedonia

Montenegro

Croatia

Sweden tops the list of European countries that have takefugees from Irag. One small Swedish
town hasfamouslygiven shelter to more Iragi refugees thanwhmwle of theUSA. Sddertélje, which

is locatedabout 30 km south of Stockholwjth a population of 80,000hasacceptd some 6,000
refugees since the Iragar began in 2003(2008 figures) Jobs, accommodation, a place at-daye

or school are all in short supply these days, as Sddertélje struggles to keep up with the rapid influx of
newcomers. Jorgen Eriksson, who is responsible for information regarding immigration issues at

S°dert?2lje municipality, says: ALonger term, t he
right now we are having a hard time absorbing so many péoplee municipality offers a program

for immigrants to |l earn Swedish and get an introc
to help these new i mmigrants crack the cul tural

finding them jobs ad homes. Sodertéljis working with other municipalities iBweden andilso
building contacts with businesses, so that immigrantgeamork.

According to a survey by Nordic publibroadcasters in 2009nore than half of respondents in
Finland, Swedemnd Denmark find the number of refugees to be acceptable. In Sweden,cghtper
said they thought there were too many refugees, 11 to X2 ptof those polled thought there are too
few refugees.


http://www.scb.se/
http://www.scb.se/
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However, another surveyOpi ni on 2008, Societyd 8esudity Rolice amnd National
Defence(edited by Goéran Stitz) revealédat nine percent of the Swedes think that increased

i mmi gration has a positive impact on SwedenO6s s
opposite.

Swedes are th secondeast xenophobic and among the most gerdeal people in Europe,

according to theEuropean Social Survey (ESS) research project datalaseh contairs detailsof

the outlooks of 150,000 Europeams vaious issueswww.europeansocialsurvey.oP§08. Professor

Mikael Hjerm , a sociologist alUmed Universitywho is in charge of the Swedish part of the survey,
hasresearche issues oimmigration and xenophobia the countryProfessoHj er m says: O6Pol
rhetoric and regulatory systems pkapart. Stricter immigration laws engender increased xenophobia.

But itis a chickerandegg conundrum: which comes first? We know, too, that neither the proportion

of immigrants nor the economic situation in a given area is significant, as such. Buumcpality

with both a lot of immigrants and an ailing economy, xenophobia is more cammon

Research byena Nekby and Giilay Ozcan of Stockholm University on the
children of firstgeneration no#fiuropean immigrant parents found that those
without highereducation had a 15 peent bwer chance of finding a job and
earned 35 per cent less than their Swedish peers on avéragge who have

gone on to higher education have not fared any worse than their peers born to
Swedish parents

There are also manfyrst and secondgeneration immigrants from the Western
Balkans There are organisations for communities from the former Yugoslav countries, but the
organisations do not make any direct impact on political deeisi@king. There are volunteers
working on pojects relating to t Balkancountries through the Olof Palme Centre, for example. But
there is no organised loblyperhaps not surprising when people came to Sweden from SE Europe at
different times- and for different reasons. Immigrants from Europeanntries generally find it
easiest to assimilate.

A number ofpeople of Yugoslav origihave become very well known many
different walks of life.

Zlatan lbrahimovic - Born in the poor neighbourhood of Rosengard to a
Croatian mother and a Bosnidather, Zlatan Ibrahimovic made a name for
himself at the age of ten in a match for FBK Balkan'syd2rolds against
Vellinge. With FBK Balkan 49 down at half time, Zlatan came off the bench
and scored eight goals to give his team d&n\w8ctory. He nav plays for Inter
Milan and Sweden. He is listed byww.futebolfinance.conas one of the two
bestpaid soccer players in the world.

Left: Nina Radulovic and Jovan Radomir

Jovan Radomir was born in Yugoslavia and raised in Sweden. Currently
working in Sockholm at theSwedish Televisionr SVT, as a TV
presenter, reporter and producer since 188%rote the lyrics for one
song in BH Eurosong 2005 He also hosted EUROVISION
COUNTDOWNTtogether with Serbian T¥ost Nina Radulovic broadcast
in 43 countries lhover Europe. He preseed the Eurovision finaldor SVT i the most populalVv
programmes of the year.

Anna lIbrisagic, who is a close political associate of Carl Bildt aldoderate
Party MEP in the European Parliament, was born in Bddaizegovina.She
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is a strong advocate of the EU accession of the Western Balkendatest Report on consolidating
stability and prosperity in the Western Balkans presented in the EP on 2 April 2009 can be accessed at
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ She can also be contacted via her Facebook site:
http:/www.facebook.com/people/Arvtlarisagic/1643786646

Over 12 per cent of S w e adeTh@se bomm o Fimldnd accoom forvhes b o r
| argest gr oup owho ereleothabrodds The sesonddaegest ggoup of foreign born
residentscame from the former

Yugoslavia- over 188000 people

Foreign nationals: Immigration and emigration 1975-2008 in the 19842008 _periOd
altogether. A large propaon of
0000 7 them have acquired Swedish

80000 - citizenship.

70000 +-- ==
00D -1 52198 58 i 5 0, 0 B 5

The immigrants from ex
Yugoslavia arrived in two waves
The first wave camén search of
jobs during the 1960s to 1970.
1000 JASTARESE ISR AR A E A e R Over 100,000 exfugoslavs,
04— Bl mostly Bosnians, fled their war
% % % % % B %% torn countries in the earl$¥990s.
Kosovars came from the late
P 199 0%weden was the only
Migrationsverket Nordic country that decided to
give the immigrants permanent
residence permits.
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SWEDISH MIGRATION BOARD:

The Swedish Migration Boarid resposible for permits for those wishing to migrate to Sweden and
also offering funding to some with residence permits who would like to return home. It is responsible
for seeing to it that people refused entry or given expulsion orders leave Sweden of ihestcovd.

In cooperation with several organisations, the Swedish Migration Board has been running 2 projects
assisting those immigrants wishing to return to Bosteazegovina. The Migration Board offers
financial support to refugees, to a maximum of 40 8BK per family, who want to return. A migrant

can apply for financial support during the first period in the home country and a reasonable
compensation for travel expenses.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sidesSearch/search.do?type=REPORT&language=EN&term=6&author=28125
http://www.migrationsverket.se/
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Migrationsverket

Voluntary return 2004 - 2008
2008 2001 2006 | 2005 2004
Citizenship
Irag 1665 54 197 460 639
Serbia/Montenegro 59 RIL 439 1029 1583
Russia 316 227 263 476 740
Bolivia 23 197 126 177 221
Lebanon 218 146 ] 128 200
Stateless 126 132 i 19 236
Iran 13 123 106 174 308
Bulgaria 24 108 a3 252 287
Turkey 161 B6 104 226 372
Belarus 168 B4 82 203 345
Other countries 2885 1622 1902 3215 5172
Total 50978 3053 jomm 689 10103

The Board has implemented a tyear project entitle®trong Institutions atha Unified Approach in
the Asylum, Migration and Visa Management (Western Balkans AMV), a migration policy
devel opment project

2008.

funded

by

t hEhe [Edikct Endedrimi s si on
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SWEDEN FROM THE VIKI NGS TO THE SWEDISH MODEL

Sweden developed from a loose union of two main tiiktbe Svears and the Goths, from 500100

AD. The Swedsd famousancestorsthe Vikings (7061000 AD) colonised the Eastern Baltic and

Britain, trading and raiding as far as Constantinpglen e f i r st of

Finland was incorporated in the 13th century and remained a Swedish dependency until 1809.

Swedends

1397 Sweden joined the Kalmar Union together with Norway and Beénuomder the Danish Crown.

It broke away in 1523 to establish its own monarchy under King Gustav Vasa.

expa

In

For the next 200 years Sweden engaged in almost continuous wars with its neighbours. Sweden
played a leading role in the second phase (16385) of theThirty Years' War (16181.648). The
Swedes captured Prague in 1632 and ransacked Prague castleiirséédtillustrationabove The

Swedish Empire is known aStbrmaktstiden” - the era of great power.
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At its peak in the middle of
the 17th centy, the

Swedish Empire included
Sweden, Finland, Estonia,
Latvia and parts of
northern Germany. By the
Treaty of Westphalia
(1648), Sweden obtained
western Pomerania and
some neighbouring
territory on the Baltic.

In 1700, a coalition of
Russia, Poland, and
Denmark united against
Sweden, and by the Peace
of Nystad (1721) forced it
to relinquish  Livonia,
Ingria, Estonia, and parts of
Finland.

The Empireods ext
borders became more
difficult and costly to
defend. The  growing
strength of Russia
constituted a  constant
threat to Sweden. Defeat
in the Great Nordic War
against Denmark, Saxony,
Poland and Russia (1693 20) led to dismemberment of the Swedish empirdtamtlipseas agreat
power. The Swedish army was almost annihilated at Poltava on 281308eby the Russians.
(Picture left).

Russia then conquered the Baltic provinces and a great part
of Finland. Swedish territories in northern Germany were
also lost. The Danes landed in southern Sweden but were
pushed back.

During the Napoleonic Wars, frot805 to 1814, Sweden
was allied with Britain against France&Ssweden was
involved in the Finnish War during which it lost its
territories in Finland. 1809 is a landmark for Swedé&nit
was the last time that the country has been at Bareden
formally conceded the loss of Finland to Russia, but it gained control of Norway from Deantsk
the Treaty of Kielsignedn 1814.

The 19th century was a period of liberal reforms, population growth and rapid industrialisation. It was

also a period of great pextyi af t er t he famines in the | ate 1840¢
emigrated across the Atlantic. It saw the rise of Norwegian separatism. In 1865 Sweden replaced the
traditional four estates by a bicameral assembly (reduced to one chambel)nIAIR05 Norway

withdrew from theunion with Sweden.

During the First World War Sweden remained neutral. In 1920 the first Social Democrat government
took office. The Social Democrats were to remain continuously in powedeitadedrom 1932
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onwards.During the Second World War Sweden again remained neutral but, until 1943, conceded
transit facilities for Germans troops.

In 1949 Sweden did not join NATO and developed its doctrine of neutrality. In 1952 with Iceland,
Denmark and Norway, Sweden founddtke tNordic Council (Finland joined in 1955). Social
Democrat leader, Prime Minister Olof Palme was staunchly critical of US policies and the Vietnam
war and became one of the most prominent Social Democratic leaders in Europe.

The Social Democratic Partyon between 40 and 55 per cent of the votes in all elections between

1940 and 1988, making it one of the most successful political partiesinthe Wwolde part yés v
base consisdof a diverse swathe of people throughout Swedish society, althowgls particularly

strong amongst organised bloellar workers. With its

partners in the trades unions such as the LO $thedish

Trade Union Confederatignt created what is known as

the Swedish modebr folkhemmet the word commonly

used in Swedein literally a combination ofolk (people)
andhem(home).

The sec al | ed AfSaltsj°baden spir|
willingness to ceoperateand the endeavour to arrive at

peaceful solutions based on compromise, is named after the
agreement in the town of the samame in 1938 by the

unions and employers confederations.

The country washockedby the murder of Social Democrat leader, Olof Palme in February 1986.

The assassination has never been Badombaationofal me 6
high taxes anccomprehensivevelfarep r o v i fom thencradle to the grave As the Liberal MP

and historiarMauricio Rojaswrote

fiFew social experiments hagaught the imagination of politicians and students of political
economy | i ke t h e suécBssiwedenardtionsna ttheecetdfesearthing for

their own AThird Wayo Sweden was something o
a kind of reallife Utopia, an idyllic country, full of beautiful people with a Social Democratic
governmentwhich worked, a nation combining high rates of economic growth with
unprecedented levels of equality.

This was a view | argely shared by the Swedes t|
appeared thatnecould have a high rate of growth, loevkls of unemployment and an unparalleled

system of social welfarall at the same tméHowever it was <clear by the 1
probl ems. Swedends high marginal tax rates bec

March 1976 byno less a figure thaAstrid Lindgren, the creator of Poppi Longstocking, and a
national icon. Always an activist, Astrid Lindgren began her campaign after she founthehat
enterprises to which artists and writers belonged would have to pay more inharethey had
earnedthrough a tax anomaly affecting the some-satiployed people like writer§She decided to
highlight this by writing a story,Pomperipossa in MonismanigPomperipossa in the Worldf o
Money).

AoDo you know t hatnal indoines taxyise #02 petyeorutr ? 6mad Wh a t tall
Pomperi possa. Ther e ar shedvas not lpaaticulariy xloayp inphigherc e nt ! 6

mat hematics. O00Oh, yes! d she was pdereentds.youliked IMoni s me
you addedogether income tax and the social charges wRimmperipossa was to pay in because she

was a sole trader, it added up to 102qmstt, aftet hat Pomperi possa could say

AstidLi ndgrends st ory rfeooEnave Mhistar Ginhae $trang. He sal:p b n s e
is an interesting combination of literary ability and deep incompeteihttee maze of fiscal policy
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In the end, however, Astridindgren won. Gunnar Strang was later forced to adinive pol i t i ci a
shall not do wese than to admit if a mistake has been made. But the essential thing here is that she

i sndt j ust rgetgythirgs putbiight...evt lwa t | s It é leatergtieat yeah thesSodial

Democrats lost power, for the first timeforty years, to aninority centreright coalition government
whichruledto 1982The 19806s was a period of intense deb,
and neoliberal policies were actively discussed in the main dailies as the country deliberated a change

in the Swelish model in the pages of Dagens Nyheter with the right of centrettmikkTimbro and

SNS (Centre for Business and Policy Studadhe forefront of the debaté~or more see p39.)

The trigger for change cametath e b e gi n n i nvpentbef SwedisheModedpBelrédwon the
brink of collapse.Sweden had been falling down the international league table for two decades.
Growingunemployment and fiscal crisis becamthe newrealiies A real estate bubble burst. Many

of t he ¢ oun tonthedsnk &f eohakse. Tive &weeish currency started to fall.

The economic and fiscal crisis in 1992 led to a new political direcfidre centreright government

of Prime Minister Carl Bildt announced that the Swedish state would guarantee afldparsits and
creditors of the nationé6s 114 banks to avert a
1992 standing side by side with the SbEiamocrat leader.Consensubuilding has remainedne of

the causes of Swedish succéelsere wasan informal network engaging leading figures in the main

parties and major newspapers advocatinglitepal economic policies.

Economic reforms to liberalise the Swedish econevaye introduced to being a touch of Chicago

school of free market economsito the Swedish model. These innovatimtuded vouches to give

parents a choice whether their children were educated in public or private schoatketsMor

telecommunications and energgre liberalised. Commercial broadcasting was permitted eTWas

a programme ofrivatisation of publicly owned companies)d the privatisation of health care. These

measures and spending cwsre implementedby the Moderate Parled coalition government of

Carl Bildt. The plicies of spending cuts and reformere continued by the neSocial Democrat

Government elected ih 9 9 4 . APublic spending was reduced f
percent i n MawidoRojas hah written:

AThis was achieved by cut tanhhyintreasing on s
the effectiveness of public services through restructurings, biddings, privatisations

and an overall increase in competition. All this, together with the economic
recovery that began in 1994, helped generate a fiscal surplus in 1988veretl

the public debt and total tax burden. These achievements were, to a great extent,

the work of Goéran Persson, (pictured left) who became Head of the Social
Democratic Party and Prime Minister in 1

Another new area of consensus among the tvastips in the 1990svas the EU. Support from the

Social Democrat leadership for the EU was seen as-aprggui si te for achieving
referendum. The referendum passed in 199arrowly - given the ambivalence among some
supporters of the Stad Democratic Party and some members of

the Labour movement.

Sweden joined the EU on 1 January 1995. Swedes, however,

voted against joimg the euro in the referendunm &eptember
142003-concerned about the i mpact ol
and sovereigty.

The shockmurder three days before the referendwhforeign
Minister Anna Lindh (pictured above with ZorarDjindjic)
affectedthe Swedishdomesticpolitical landscapeAnna Lindh was generally seen as one of the
leading candidates to cteed GorarPersson as both leadef the Social Democrats ara$ Prime
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Minister. Géran Persson soldiered ondffice for the next three years and piarty suffered a major
defeat to the Moderaled coalition on 6 October 2006.

Swedends economy

Sweden is highly idustrialised- agriculture now employs less than 2 per cent of the labour force.
Extensive forests, rich iron ore deposits, and hydroelectric power are the natural resources which,
through the application of technologynd efficient organisation and savinarketing, have enabled
Sweden to become a leading producing and exporting n&iseden's engineering sector accounts

for 50% of output and exports. Telecommunications, the automotive industry and the pharmaceutical
industries are also of great importanSweden is the largest market in the Baltic Sea region and is
ranked among the most competitive and corruptiea economies in the world.

Sweden has achieved an enviable standard of living under a mixed systemtethighpitalism and
extensive wdare benefits. Until mid 2008 Sweden was in the midst of a sustained economic upswing
with increased domestic demaawd strong exports. It hémwv corporate taxesif 2009- 26 per cent)

and no longer has the highest tax rates. Denmark now has thakhidetogether with strong public
finances, gave the centright government scope to implement its reform programmes aimed at
increasing employment, reducing welfare dependence, and streamlining the state's role in the
economy.

Sweden has adressed fiensions crisis that affects many western economies with a complex hybrid

system involving the public and private secoist has been dubbed by one US
osci al security smorgasbordo. L i kiteevolzdd throumh h er me
consensus buildingA parliamentary pensions commissiorked from19841990to address the

growing loss of pblic trust in the existing pension system. Durthg1 99 06s ecoaomi c ¢
small working groupheaded by the minister dluding highranking members of the main parties,

agreed on a system that would be robust and stable in the face of changes in political mAjorities.
five-party agreement on a new systemas eventuallpassed by parliament in 1998

Under the system Swesldave individual notional pension accounts. 16 per cent of earnings are
credited to the individual s notional account t
contribute.These imaginary accounts are credited each year with "earnings" baSseeden's per

capita wage growtii or fall. There are also individual financial accounts in which 2.5 per cent of
earnings are paid to a sdétivested personal pension. The rate of return is the market rate so. There

are about 800 provate funds. (Sourden-Charlotte Stahlbergf the Swedish Institute for Social
Researclat Stockholm University.

The 2008/9 Financial Crisis

The Swedish economy slid into recession in the third quarter of Z@&lish banks have been more
restrictive with loans due to lesns learned from the financial crises weflen during 1990 and
1994. Theinflation rate stood at 1.6 per cent in 2008. The relative unemployment figure in the first
guarter of 2009 was 7.8 per cent, a 1.5 per cent increaseygeaasr, rising to 8.3 pecent in April.

Youth unemploymenthas inceased by 3.9 per cent, to 24.4 per denthe first quarter of 2009
Sweden is heading in 2009 for its most severe contradgtianany decades. The travails of well
known manufacturing congmies such as SAAB/olvo and Sana have hit the headline§Vhile
central Stockholm is still booming, industrial centres outside the city centre, and in other towns and
cities show a different picture Contracting domestic and external demand is predicted to last until at
least the end of 2009The Economist Intelligence Unit has lowered its real GDP forecast for 2009 to
-5.3 per cent, after a fall of 0.5 per cent in 2008icial government forecasire- 4.2 per cent in
2009 and 0.2 per cent in 2010. On 3 February 20@9Swedish Government announced a $6 billion
rescue package for the banking sector.
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Swe d e n d liherahecanomic policies in a welfare state

Swedends economi ¢c mod e llittleiusderstoodbeohdBobdDgldnahosedhe b ut o0 f
theme "rich and poor" for one of his radio shows. After playing a number of songs on class
differences in the United States, Bob Dylan said: "In Sweden, they have a system of higher taxes but
welfare for everyone. They call it the Swedish model. Well, | could ga fBwedish model right

about now. 0

April 21, 2009: The Stockholm Syndrome

On the US righti Swedi sh sociali smo has
most famously by Dwight Eisenhower who said tfilatk

of ambition is diamlmestracenly e on
on Fox News. Thesettacks have been recently pdred

onJon Stewartos Dai-lteportachod w wi t |
the AStockholm Syndrome, 0 in A}

Wad iddddisdis

R
- ‘N

. :‘k -

http://www.thelocal.se/blog/20090423/436/

AThe Swedi sh economic mo d e | h
much international attention for its ability to combine
growth-oriented policies, openness to globalisation and
structur al change with soci al cohesion, 0 the OEC

i D o mefacusedcproduct market regulation is relativébetal, and would be amongst the
most liberal in the OECD with lower state control and fewer legal barriers to competition.
Regulations that affect foreign trade and investment are also liberal but are generally so in
OECD countries. Comparatively low ldgeof corruption and high levels of trust also
underpin the effective functioning of markets and contribute to a sound business environment
With a marketoriented regulatory environment and a skilled labour force, Sweden ranks high

in broad surveys of ovarl | i c o mp é fourth out ef 13 sceuntries in the WEF
ranking (World Economic For um, 2008) and ni
Management and Development, 2008). 0

It is part of what the MP and historidviauricio Rojas (pictured lejt called:

iThe start of a quite amazing process
leaving behind the old monopolisttatorial stateand opening the gates to a

welfare society in which the state is no more the patronising state of the past but

what | would like to call arenabling stateopen to civic initiatives, individual
choice, and cooperation with the privat

The economic and political reforms carried out by Prime Minister Carl Bildt in

the early nineties and continued brtGa n P & $osia Democrats and by

the current Prime Minister, Fredrik Reinfeldt, have created a mix ofnfie&et policies in a welfare

state which has remained consensual. AThe wel f.
but it has been given a fad i Totbjpro Larsson and HenrBack have writtenHowever they

conclude their bookGoverning and Governance in Swede2 0 08) wi th a conundr un
puzzling, although the politicians sometimes promise the citizens increased income taxa@giane th

elected againandagd@imn observation to which political sci

The US academic, Mark Bryant, has described the work of the Swedish business community in
hel ping to transform thinking from the 19606s:

i B u s i nteeed, seprésenting industry, trade and finance, responded in the late 1960s to the
dominant Social Democratic unideftist hegemony in politics and civil society by building


http://www.thelocal.se/blog/20090423/436/
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up a vast consortium of weflinded organisations engaged in lobbying, opifbaiiding,
information dissemination and education.

In the middle of this network is the Swedish Association of Employers (SAF), which until
1990 was the employersdé main or gaand dfeor col |
associations with strong ks to the Moderate Party now promote andomtinate efforts

aimed at enhancing business intesest.

Timbro and SNS (Centre for Business and Policy Studies) were the two main idea generators in the
network round the Swedi s nth& b9p0s.oThase ideds whAre takercupat i o |
during thefinancial crisisi n t he e ar lbythe M8deraté Government of Prime Minister

Carl Bildt andthen byhis Social Democrat successor.

The Employers:

There are four main associations engagingleyers. Apart from theConfederationof Swedish
Enterprisein the private sector, public sector employees are organised in the following three
organisation the Swedish Association of Local Authorities, the Federation of County Councils and
the SwedistAgency for Government Employers.

THE CONFEDERATION OF SWEDISH ENTERPRISE:

www.svensktnaringsliv.se
Storgatan 19, Stockholm.
Tel: +46 8 553 430 00

The Confederation of S w e dst Bukinesk fetleetiop representing 30 Swe
member organisations and 54,000 member companies with some 1.5 million employees. It was
founded in 2001 through the merger between the
Federation of Swedish Industry (SI).

Nearly al/l of Swedends multinationals are membe
companies have fewer than 10 employees, while only 1.5 per cent have 250 employees or more.

The Confederation advocates tax cuts, especially the abolitioropény and inheritance taxes, as a
main priority. It represents the interests of their members through lobbying in the EU, Swedish
parliament, ministries and government agencies.

The Confederation of Swedish Enterprise is reported to partly findimaero, a libertarian free-
marketthink tank via Stiftelsen Fritt Naringsliv (The Swedish Free Enterprise Foundajion

Urban Backstrom, has been Director General of the Confederation of Swedish
Enterprise since 2005. He was prewlyuthe President and CEO of Scandia
Liv. He was the chief economist of the Moderate Party, state secretary at the
Ministry of Finance in 199193 and Governor of the Swedish Central Bank in
1994 2002.

Tel: + 46 8 553 432 4(E- mail: urban.backstrom@svensktnaringsliv.se



http://www.svensktnaringsliv.se/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timbro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libertarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free-market
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free-market
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Think_tank
mailto:urban.backstrom@svensktnaringsliv.se
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CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

The Association of Swedish Chambers of Commerce and Industry
WWW.CCi.se

Vastra Tradgardsgatan 9, Stockholm

Tel: +46 8 555 100 00

E-mail: carkjohan.jargenius@chamber.se

The Association of Swedish Chamb@&fsCommerce and Industry isrational organisation ana
network for 11 regional chambérgachofiwhi ch cover s one or more of Sw

The Chambers are recognised as the official representative of the business communities in their
respective regions in contacts with national, regional or local authorities. Although only a fraction of
all Swalish companies are members of the chambers, the dominant and most active companies in the
region are chamber members.

Stockholm Chamber of Commerce
www.chamber.se

Vastra Tradgardsgatan 9, Stockholm
Tel: +46 8 555 1000

The Stockholm Chamber of Commeregages 2,400 member companies, ranging §lotmal giants
to small entrepreneurs. These companies altogether employ 500,000 people.

The Stockholm Chamber manages the Swedish Industry and Commerce Stock Exchangée€ommit
the Swedish AntCorruption Institute, and a public parkhe Kungstradgardenin the centre of
Stockholm. The Chamber owrStockholm International FairsScandinavia's leading fair and
congress centre, together with the City of Stockholm.

{
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SWEDISH TRADE S UNIONS

Peter Egardt is President and CED he was State Secretary to Carl Bildt as
Prime Minister 19911994 He is an articulate advocate of liberal economic
policies.

Tel: +46 8 555 100 42 E-mail: peter.egardt@chamber.se

The Swedish labour market is characterised by a high rate of unionisation which reached its maximum
of 86 per cent affiliation in 1986. The rate of unionisation is alrtfestsame for the public sector as
for the private sector, for women and for men, and for wdutiar and bluecollar workers.

The SwedishTrade Union Confederation (LO)
www.lo.se

Barnhusgatan 18, 105 53 Stockholm
Switchboard +46 8 796 25 00

Office DirectorKjell Ahlberg :
Tel: + 46 8 796 25 24 E-post:kjell.ahlberg@lo.se



http://www.cci.se/
mailto:carl-johan.jargenius@chamber.se
http://www.chamber.se/
mailto:peter.egardt@chamber.se
mailto:peter.egardt@chamber.se
http://www.lo.se/
mailto:kjell.ahlberg@lo.se
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The LO, which dates back to 1898,ci®sely aligned with the Swedish Social Democratic Party. It
has15 affiliates bringing together workers from both the private and the public sectors. It has about
1.7 million members

According to a Social Democratar t y d o ¢ u nardnts affiliafes fhag L O
A an important role in the work of the party. The p@sident is always in th&-
'y 29 member party executive committee, for example, and at every organisational
< level the LOhas a considerable influence. In return, the party can count on large
election contributions. As can be expected, this has always been a target f
attacks from other parties and interest groups. However, thipe@tion has
guaranteed wage earners a voice in Swedish palitics

N

Wanja Lundby-Wedin is President of LO.

There are also two main trade union confederations in Sweden for-cslige wokersi TCO
(Swedish Confederation of Professional Employees) with 1.3 million members and SACO (Swedish
Confederation of Professional Associations) with 586,000 members, the latter engaging employees
with university degrees. These two confederations wemmdd later than LO but they and their
affiliated unions have successively reinforced their positions in the labour market as the Swedish
society has transformed from an industrial to more of an information society.

The Swedish Confederation for Professioal Employees(TCO) www.tco.secomprises 16 affiliated

trade unions. The members are professional and qualified employees in schools, healthcare, trade, the
media, the police, industry, IT and telecom. Approximately half of the members work in the private
sector and half in the public sector.

TCO Executive Committee Chairma®ture Nordh.
Tel: +46 8 782 91 12

4 Mobile: +46 70 346 23 28
E-mail: sture.nordh@tco.se

The Swedish Confederation of Profegenal Associations(SACO) www.saco.sdés a trade union
confederation of 23 affiliated associations. Members are university graduates or professionals with a
college degree. Education and research should be regardedartairthinvestments for society as a
whole as well as for the individual, SAGAys

SACO PresidentAnna Ekstrom.
Tel: +46 Q) 8613 48 0CE-mail via: kansli@saco.se



mailto:sture.nordh@tco.se
http://www.saco.se/
skype:echo08-613%2048%2000?call
mailto:kansli@saco.se
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SWEDEN AND THE EURO:

51 per cent of Swedes support a new referendum on replacing the Swedish krona with the euro,
according to the results of a poll released on 19 May. The survey was commissioned by the Liberal
Party, one of four parties in Sweden's cenight coalition government. It is the most pro euro.

Liberal PartySecretaryGeneral Erik Ullenhag in an article in Dagens Nyheter oa9 2009 said
the euro "would be good for jobs"However, here is still strong oppositionin April 2008, the
Swedish Trade Council said the country has probably benefited from keeping the kroner.

In the 2003 referendum, 56 per cent of voters said they wanted to keep the kroner while 42 per cent
favoured the euro.

However Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt repeatedXy May his position that no new referendum
on the euro should be held during the currénd v e r rs mandated He also referred to the
agreement made in 2003 that the peoplesd will mu

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTION S:

48 per cent of Swedes said they planned to cast their ballots, while
52 per cent said they would not, according ®ifa poll conducted

for Swedish Radio. Sixty four per cent said they had no interest or
little interest in the elections. In the 2004 European Parliament
elections, voter turnout in Sweden was 37.8 per cent. This is far
below the turnout for national elections.

AThe | atest f i gurpolstersindicare tHatenaidsirean s itiee deft and right

will dominate these elections, as they have don¢he past i ft een years, 0 Euracti
May 2009. Al n f ac tpqll, theyevenm stahd 1o grakeé sgnifecant gains framl their

2004 results, to the detrann t of smaller parties. 0

nBeyond the '"big two' parties, a considerable ni
seatsThe emergence and rapid growth of the Swedish Pirate Party has added a new dynamic to the
election campaign, with someaent polls predicting théte party could win as many as two of
Sweden's 18 seats. o0

AUNnl i ke most EU countries, where polls indicate
foremost issue on voters' minds, Swedes will prioritise environmentali mat e and ener gy |

fiConcerns about EU integration have fallen. @]
explained not only the seemingly imminent demise of a number of Eurosceptic parties, but could lay

the foundation for a 'yes' majoriwhen Sweden, as is widely expected, votes (again) on joining the

eur o i wwwleOrdctlv.caml4 May 2009.

PREDI CT09. EU6s forecast for Sweden:

iWe predict t hat the main opaRAPR) willido mell nathet vy , t h
elections, and gain a seat. However, this is likely to be mainly at the expense of thEwopean

June List (JL), as the lefiving supporters of this party will go back to the Social Democrats now

that that party is no longerri government. Amongst the governing parties, the Moderate Party (M)

is likely to gain an extra seat, while the Liberals (FPL) could lose a seat. The new protest party, the
Pirate Party (P), wmapredeal9€#no win two seats. o0


http://www.thelocal.se/tag/sifo
http://www.euractiv.com/

Communicating EuropeSweden Manual 31
Predicted MEPs | Predicted
Party Abbr. Votes 2004 Wotes 2008 Change 2004 MEPs 2008 Change EP Group 2004 | EP Group 2009
SWEDEHN
Socialdemokratizka arbetarparti sAp 24 5 30.0 54 5 E 1 S0C S0
Modersta Samlingspartiet I 168.2 240 5.8 4 4 0 EPP-EDC EPP-ED
Firstparteit F 8.5 8.5 u] 2 2 na
Junilistan JL 14.5 7 7.4 3 1 -2 IMCVDER IMCDER
Folkpartiet liberalerns® FPL 9.9 71 25 2 1 -1 ALDE Al DE
MiliSpartiet MP 5.0 E.3 0.3 1 1 0 GEF2, GEFA,
“ansterpartiet WP 12.8 6.0 6.5 2 1 -1 ELILMGL ELILMGL
Centerpattist® CP 6.3 a7 0.5 1 1 0 ALDE ALDE
Kristdemokraterna® KD 57 5.4 0.3 1 1 u} EPP-ED EFP
Total 19 138

Electaral System: List PR, divisor method (modified Sainte-Lagué), single national district, 4% national threshold
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GOVERNMENT

http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/573

Swedends Open Gover nment

E-mai | s: Gi v epalicy $fwfeeedenm @fsinformation,dating back to 17Q6external

communicak i ons with ministers and state secretaries
to the government andgjovernmentoffices are public documents. This means that the

W= general public and mass media are entitled

Emails and letters go tbugh the senior registry clerk: E-mail:

registrator@primeminister.ministry.se

An official directory of allgovernment phone numbers including the direct lines of all
key dficials is available for 290 SEK. Thephone numbers are not available onliren the
Sweden.gov.se websitilore details: www.fritzes.seandhttp://www.nj.se/podukt/9789138231319

iln the | ast decade a <cl ear tmennbdr etates, yhas ibaen tigw e d e n ,
centralisation of power in EU matterstotheprimemi ni st er and his offlice. 0

HenryBack andTorbjorn Larsson Governing and Governance $weden 2008

The Prime Ministerodos Office

The Prime Ministerds Ofiaice is
pink coloured building as its name suggests.

Tel: + 46 8 405 1000
Rosenbad 4 Stockholm.

r—
= The Prime Mnister's Office directs and awdinates the
work of the government offices. Under the Prime
Minister, Fredrik Reinhardt, and the Deputy Prime MinisteiMaud Olafsson operations are

directed bystatesecretaries(the equivalents of deputy ministers).

The Prime Minister's secretariat is staffed ywumber opolitical appointees while the otheffices

are staffed by public officials. There are state secretaries appointed by each of the parties in the
coalition. Each of the four parties in the coalitiols@has a state secretdnthis is to improve co

ordination. There are approximately 250 political appet across Government in the nii

Mi ni sterds Office and bet waeressgodernanentd 6 i n each Mi

Prime Minister Fredrik Reinf eldt (Moderate Party Chair)

The EU Department i n t he Pri me Mi ni st
coordination of Elrelated matters in thgovernmentoffices. It is responsible

for policy formulations concerning EU issues and crogsistry priorities. he

EU Department will coordinate the 2009 EU PresideRarliament also has a
strong voice on Swedends o wfore gomgto on al [



http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/573
mailto:registrator@primeminister.ministry.se
http://www.fritzes.se/
http://www.nj.se/produkt/9789138231319
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the European Council, the Prime Ministers and Ministers have to consult the Parliamentary
EU Commitee.

Minister for EU Affairs: Cecilia Malmstrém (Liberal Party)

Q The Minister for EU AffairsCecilia Malmstrém has overall responsibility for eo

ordinating preparatory work at tlgevernmeniffices. Prior to her appointment as

se2009.eu Minister for EU Affairs in October 2006 she had served as a Member of the

- European Parliament since 1999. She is a member of the Liberal People's Party. He

v is a staunch supporter of joining the e
billion kronor in exports and the same amoimimports. Our trade with the euro

zone would have been 113! per cent greater if we had been members."

The Office of the Minister for EU Affairs in the Rosenbad assists the Minister withoeizgy work

and is responsible for political leadership of kontal EU issues within thgovernment. These

include the EU growth and employment strategy (the Lisbon process), EU treaties, review of-the long

term budget ath general EU legdbsues. Cetii a Mal mstr °més office manage
foster publkc support for Swedish EU membership, assists the Minister in her task of leading the
political preparations for the Swedish Presidency of the EU in 2009 aadlicates the drafting of

the work programme for thgovernment's priorities in EU work.

Tel: +46 8 405 10 00.
E-mail: registrator@primeminister.ministry.se
Lotta Oscarssonis chef de cabinet.

Elin Boberg is Press Secretary to Cecilia Malmstrom.
E-mail: registrator@primeminister.ministry.se
Tel: +46 8 405 18 79. Celi:46 70 3084406

Maria Asenius (left) is the State Secretary for EU Affairés the former
Deputy Head of OI 1l Rehnds Cabinet she
agenda. Othegovernment ministers are responsible for EU issues within their

own ministries' areas of responsityil

Tel: +46 8 405 10 00 E-mail: reqgistrator@primeminister.ministry.se

Gustaf Lind is State Secretargovering foreign and EU affairs in the Prime

Mi ni sterd6s Cabi net .bh&hadbeen State Sedretakyiton g o0 n
Minister for Migration Tobias Billstrém. He was also a researcher and teacher in
international law at the Swedish National Defence College.

Tel: +46 8 405 10 00 E-mail: registrator@primeminister.ministry.se



mailto:registrator@primeminister.ministry.se
mailto:registrator@primeminister.ministry.se
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A Communications Secretariat for Sweden's EU Presidency 2008QM-09) has been established
to coordinate communications within tlggvernment and with other stakeholders (civil society,
media, cultural instittions) in the run up to and during the Presidemey.+ 46 8 405 10 00

E-mails to the Secretariat can be sent kig://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/11417/a/118319

Government Press Bureau
Niclas Bengtssons Head of the Press office

His contacts includingcell-phones and contacts and emails fogallernment press officers are
available at:http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/1441

The Cabinet

www.sweden.gov.se

Tel: +46 8 405 10 00 (switchboard)
Address:Rosenbad 4Stockholm
Links to the Prime Ministerods Office and al

Cabinet Ministers

Full details are available http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/576

Minister for Finance Minister for the Environment Minister for Justice
Anders Borg Andreas Carlgren Beatrice Ask
(Moderate Party) (Centre Party) (Moderate Party)

Minister for Social Security Minister for Health Minister for Agriculture
Cristina Husmark Pehrsson and Social Affairs Eskil Erlandsson
(Moderate Party) Goran Hagglund (Centre Party)

(Christian Demacratic Party Chair)


http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/11417/a/118319
http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/1441
http://www.sweden.gov.se/
http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/576
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Minister for Education Minister for Higher Education Minister for Culture
Jan Bjorklund and Research Lena Adelsohn Liljeroth
(Liberal Party) Lars Leijonborg (Moderate Party)

(Liberal Party)

Minister for Elderly Care Minister for Local Government Minister for Enterprise
and Public Health and Financial Markets and Energy,

Maria Larsson Mats Odell Deputy Prime Minister
(Christian Democrats) (Christian Democrats) Maud Olofsson

(Centre Party)

Minister for Integration Minister for Defence Minister for Employment
and Gender Equality Sten Tolgfors Sven Otto Littorin
Nyamko Sabuni (Moderate Party) (Moderate Party)

(Liberal Party)
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)
A

Minister for Migration Minister for Communications Minister for

and Asylum Policy Asa Torstensson Foreign Affairs
Tobias Billstrom (Moderate Party) Carl Bildt
(Centre Party) (Moderate Party)

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
www.foreign.ministry.se

Tel: +46 8 405 10 00 (switchboard)
Gustav Adolfs torg 1Stockholm

Minister for Foreign Affairs
Carl Bildt .
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00 (office)

Pictured left vith Gunilla Carlsson (Development
Minister) andEwa Bjorling(Foreign Trade Minister)

Frank Belfrage, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs.
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00

Olof Ehrenkrona, Chief of Staff to theForeignMinister, is tle senior political advisein the early
90she was head of policy pl anrHistings i n t he
with Carl Bil dt go back to the 19706s
( ) student politics.He spent a decade between 1995 and 2006 as CEO in a private
- ) consultng company. Olof Ehrenkrona has published a number of books about
Swedish political and economic historythre 20th century.

Tel: +46 8 405 55 12E-mail: olof.ehrenkrona@foreign.ministry.se

Arba Kokalari , Political AdviserTel: +46 8 405 14%

Sara Malmgren, Political Adviser.
Tel: +46 8 405 54
Mobile: +46 70 265 04 29

Karin Hoglund , Head of Chancery.
Tel: +46 8 405 54 59


http://www.foreign.ministry.se/
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Themi n i soffi@ comsists of the political leadership of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, political

advisers, pres secretaries, senior officials and administrative assistants.
Irena Busicis Press Secretary

Tel: +46 8 405 54 73
Mobile: +46 70271 02 55

Minister for Foreign Trade.
Ewa Bjorling .
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00

Gunnar Wieslander, State Secretary
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00

Victoria Jacobsson,Deputy Directoo f  Mi ni st er 6 s
Tel: +46 8 405 27 29
Mobile: +46 73 417 27 29

Gustav Ahlsson,Political Adviser.
Tel: + 46 8 405 55 65
Mobile: +46 706 16 77 23

Jens Eriksson,Political Adviser.
Mobile: +46 76 769 99

Minister for International Development Cooperation.
Gunilla Carlsson.
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00

Joakim Stymne State Secretary.
Tel: +46 8 405 10 00

Nina Frodin, Political Adviser.
Tel: +46 8 405 49 55
Mobile: +46 70 363 72 22

Hanna Hellquist, Political Adviser.
Tel: +46 8 405 51 66
Mobile: +46 70 361 86 40

Birgitta SvensénGronkvist, Political Adviser.
Tel: +46 8 405 52 37

European Policymaking: The Foreign Ministry (MFA) .

Of fice
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M FA Directors-General.

The DirectorsGeneral are responsible to the political leadership for their respective policy areas:
political affairs, international development cooperation and trade.

The DirectorGeneral for Political Affairs isBjorn Lyrvall. He has wide
experience and interest in the Western Balkant once worked with Carl Bildt
in the OHR in Bosnia E-mail: bjorn.lyrvall@foreign.ministry.se

DirectorGeneral for International DevelopmteCooperationJan Knutsson

DirectorGeneral for Trade PolicyAnders Ahnlid.

ORGANISATION OF THE SWEDISH FOREIGN SERVICE
MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR FOREIGM AFFAIRS
Head of Ministry
Minister for Foreign Trade State Secreta Minister for International
Bolitical leadership State Secretary for Foreign AMairs. Development Cooperation
Ministers Otfice Hisle Swombany
Diirector-General Director- General Director- General Director-General Director-General
Sanior officials (Political Affairs) [Tracie Policy] [Inbernatianal - for Legal Afairs for Administration
Departmants o /
T = ™ FME RS PLAN | FAST e | rerskons
Ineyazicrate Alrica Arri s Ay Secerfly | EL Intemal | Multilsteral | | Coesslar |Istemational | Legal Flassing | Property | Suppy of Staf
and the Policy | Makefand |Development | Affairs and |Law, Human | Secrefariat | | and Becget| Management] Skt Counsallors
Facific Prometion | Cosperation Chall Law | Rights and Abroad
Rigion of Svwaden Treaty Lo Besiness
e windl Swadish Managemen]  Supplies, Skills
Traed and Proec uresmie it | D npm eat
o USTYR . e
Mansge-
Fress, p Hudget Cowier | Employar
Infosrmiali e Mathioes i Coordination]  Sorsice MWatters
and Cosmr a2
misnication ki Intematanal
EC MENA | U NS "I e | [ Secruitmest
Eastem | Mitcle East | Esropean | |Desarmomest{ Infematiosal | yp SPRAK XD 550
T Esrops ang [T 5] and Mon- | Trada Pol
PROT and | Mosts Mrica Froliferation ¥ pews Lengeage | Financial Security
Protoenl | | Cestral Asia EU Palicy Services | Accoenbing Secrtariat
Decartment o] it i
Esropsan
L "
Foredgn Representation
100 missions abrosd
Swadish Amitassadies Offica of Swadsh Amb ok 'Emt Del i = p ions'Consulates]
Basad in Stocksales hasad is Stockholrs Agprom. 300 Honorey Consulstes SORO1OL
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Departments relevant to the Western Balkan$ and their functions.
European Union Depatment:

The department is responsible for bilateral relations with EU Member States, candidate countries and
other countries in Western Europe and Western Balkans.

Head of Department: Hadkan Emsgard
Tel: + 468 405 3296
E-mail: hakan.emsgard@foreign.ministry.se

Lars Wahlund is Deputy Director with direct responsibility for the Western Balkans and Turkey.
Tel: + 468 405 3235
E-mail: lars.walilund @foreign.ministry.se

Lars Schmidt is Head of the Section for the Western Balkans.
Tel: + 468 405 5997
E-mail: lars.schmidt@foreign.ministry.se

Ambassador John Christer Ahlanderis responsit# for the ministerial conference on SE Europe
due on 9 December 2009.

Tel: +468 405 2462. Mobile: +466-78 77 288

E-mail: john-christer.ahlander@foreign.ministry.se

Department for Eastern Europe and Central Asia:

The department is responsible for Sweden's foreign, trade, and development cooperation relations
with Russia, other countries in Eastern Europe, the Western Balkans, Southern Caucasus and Central
Asia.

Head of Department: MalenaMard .

Tel: + 468 405 3236
E-mail: malena.mard@foreign.ministry.se

Deputy Head(responsible for development-operation: Birger Karlsson.
+ 46 8 405 3121. + 46 70 853 8213
E-mail: birger.karlsso@foreign.ministry.se

Department for Development Policy:

The department is responsible for coordination of the Government's work on a coherent policy for
global development, analyses and research on global development issues and for some policy areas in
the framework of development cooperation, such as democracy and human rights, social
development, gender equality, macroeconomics and cooperation with civil society.

Head of Department: Torgny Holmgren
E-mail: torgny.holmgren@foreign.ministry.se



mailto:hakan.emsgard@foreign.ministry.se
mailto:lars.wahlund@foreign.ministry.se
mailto:lars.schmidt@foreign.ministry.se
mailto:john-christer.ahlander@foreign.ministry.se
mailto:malena.mard@foreign.ministry.se
mailto:torgny.holmgren@foreign.ministry.se
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Government agencies under the MFA

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs is responsible for eleven agencies. Those most relevant to the
Western Balkans comprise:

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDR SIDA is the central
administrative agency for Swedends bil ater al
countries and for support to countries in Central and Eastern Eusopeormote security,

democracy and sustainable development. (see also page 28)

Swedish_Institute responsible for disseminating knowledge about Sweden abroad and for
organising exchanges withhalr countries in the spheres of culture, education, research and
public life in general. (See also page 57)

Folke Bernadotte Academy its remit includes international conflict and crisis management
and Swedish participation in peageeping missions and disastetief operations.
http://www.folkebernadotteacademy.se/roach/ABOUT.do?pageld=2

Permanent Representation of Swedeto the European Union

Square de Mee(B0),

1000 Brussels

Tel: +322-289 56 11

E-mail: representationen.bryssel@foreign.ministry.se

Christian Danielssonis Ambassador and Permanent Reggmtative
Tel: +32 (0)2 289 56 48ylobile: +32 (0)476 90 72 73,
E-mail: Christian.Danielsson@foreign.ministry.se

Anna Craenen is Counsellomwith responsibility fo the Western Balkans
Tel: +32 2 289 56 37
E-mail: anna.craenen@foreign.ministry.se

Ingrid Svenssonis Desk Officer forthe Western Balkans and COWEBputy
Direct phone: +322 289 56 52

Mobile cell + 32 47384 37 92

E-mail: ingrid.svensson@foreign.ministry.se

OVERVIEW: SWEDEN AND THE WESTERN BALKANS

Apart from its involvement hr ough t he EU, Swedenbdés engagement
comprises its diplomatic missions, trade and development aid channelled through SIDA.

Embassies in Western Balkans

Sweden has embassies in Belgrade, Zagreb, Skopje and Sarajevo. Theadimbts Skopje is also
accredited to Tirana. Sweden has liaison offices in Tirana and Pristina working under the Embassy in
Skopje. The Ambassador to Belgrade is also accredited to Montenegro, where Sweden has an
Honorary Consulate www.swedenabroad.coprovides links to all Swedish embassies.



http://www.sida.se/Sida/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=107
http://www.si.se/templates/StartPage____3.aspx
http://www.folkebernadotteacademy.se/
http://www.folkebernadotteacademy.se/roach/ABOUT.do?pageId=2
mailto:representationen.bryssel@foreign.ministry.se
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Swedendés trade with the Western Bal kans
Trade with Western Bal kan countries account s
imports.

2008 preliminary figures(in thousands SEK)

Country 2008 Imports from Sweden 2008 Exports to Sweden

Albania 97,708 73342
BosniaHerzegovina 335976 231,222
Croatia 1543738 411,732
Kosovo 10,502 45,148
Macedonia 128225 62,643
Montenegro 158300 5,586
Serbia 1,229,889 318462

Source: Swedish Trade Councilww.swedishtrade.se

The Swedish Trade Council(STC) office in Belgrade is the primary consulting partner for Swedish
companies doing business in Serbia, Bosteazegovina, Macedonia, Kosovo, Albania and
Montenegro. The STC office in Vienna is the primary consulting partner for Swedish companies
wishing to do business in Croatia and Slovenia.

STC Serbia

Swedish Trade Council

Genex Apartmani / A 302
Vladimira Popvica 6

11070 Belgrade

Serbia

Tel: +381 11 222 34 51

Fax: +381 11 222 33 02

Email: stcbelgrad@swedishtrade.se

STC AUSTRIA

Schwedische Aussenhandelsstelle
Wipplingerstrasse 226, A-1010 WIEN
Tel: +43 1402 35 150 (vaxel)

Fax: +43 1402 351524

Email: austria@swedishtrade.se



http://www.swedishtrade.se/
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Although the cumulative size of Swedish FDI in the region is not high, it should, however, be noted
that there is a large numbef Swedish companies in the WB market, not only through subsidiaries,
but through distributors, dealers and agents as well. Many of these companies are among the world
leaders in their respective fielddKEA, Ericsson, ABB, Atlas Copco, Sandvik, Volv&cania,

Husqgvarna etc.

Chamber of Commercei Offices in the Western Balkans

There are about 40 Swedish Chambers of Commerce, Business Clubs and similar organisations in
other countries. The missions of these organisations are to serve their memberalsBgonevide

The Swedish Chambers of Commerce abroad are fully independent
organisations and not part of the national Swedish Chambers organisation. They operate under the
conditions in their host countries

services to non members.

The Chamber of
www.chamber.ba

Commerceof

Sweden & Norway operates

in Bostarzegovina,

The Nordic Chamber of Commeracgww.nordicchamber.his active in Croatia. It issues an English
languag@ monthly newsletterBusiness Spotlightvww.bspotlight.com focusing on the Croatian
business environment. The publication is also availableditions for Bosniand Herzegovina,

Serbia and Slovenia.

The Nordc Chamber of Commerce was also established in Serbia in March 2009.

DEVELOPMENT AID:

The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) is a government agency under
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Sweden has a new development strategg mesultsorientated

and in the case of théNestern Balkansf oc u s s i

ng on

cooperation with Western Balkan countries in 2008:

Country

Albania

BosniaHerzegovina

Kosovo
Croatia
Macedonia
Montenegro
Serbia

CurrentySwe dends

Assistancan SEK
(1 Euro = 10.5 SEK)

74,917,000
178281,000
85,228000
17,925000
73,317,000
26,629000
116102000

poovleir cail d s aa rde

EU integration.

C u r Thegovtelinmgentlzcansidergthae v al u a

many of the development assistance iniedi taken have been very udefu relation to the set
g o0 a the Midister for International Development Cooperati@nnilla Carlsson, said in May 2009
after the presentation of a Governmentorépvhich attempted to provide a thorough account of what

Swedenos

forei

gn

ai d: ptiihe sametimae) ¢he Cammunieaticm shiows ehe e d

difficulties in describing the lonterm effects of the activities receiving support \Bavedish

developne n t

assistance. 0


http://www.chamber.ba/
http://www.nordicchamber.hr/
http://www.bspotlight.com/
http://www.thelocal.se/tag/gunilla_carlsson
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fiThere are many good examples of development assistance initiatives that have made a difference to
people’s lives, but we still have a long way to go before we have development assistance that we can
prove leadsto longg e r m r seicsQuiilla €arlsgson.

S| DAO6s astemhBalkanocouiries aims at strengthening democracy, sustainable development
and improved opportunities for achieving EU membersHipe strategies for each country are being
revised to take into account the newds on EU integration.

The strategy for Serbia was published in May 2009. The aim of Swedish developrograton

with Serbia is fAa stronger democratic state, S
achieving EU me mbaegysfbtriCpopevatiof Bith Beklbas202&1R)r Detailed
information, country reports and strategies are availablavat.sida.se

SIDA: Valhallavagen 199, 105 25 Stockholm
Phone:+ 46 8 698 50 00

E-mail: sida@sida.se

Division for South Eastern Europe

Ulla Andrén is Head of Division Tel: 46 8 698 40 45 -mail; ulla.andren@sida.se
Britta Olofsson is Deputy Head Tel: 46 8 698 539 Email: britta.olofsson@sida.se



http://www.sida.se/
mailto:sida@sida.se
mailto:ulla.andren@sida.se
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POLITICS

This section gives an overview of the major governmental institutions and relevant political players in
government, parliment and in political parties.

System of Government: The Monarchy:

King Carl XVI Gustaf has been Head of State of Sweden since 1973. He has
no political powers. In 1975, the Swedish parliament voted for further
constitutional reforms divesting the monamf his remaining powers. The King
chairs the Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs. More information about the
royal familyis available atwww.royalcourt.se

Crown Princess Victoriais due to marry her lonime partneiDaniel
Westling on 19 June2010. Victoria has an interest in international
affairs. She took courses at Yale University and studied conflict
resolution and international peacekeeping at the Swedish National
Defence College and at the Departinasf Peace and Conflict
Research at Uppsala University. She also did a study programme at
SIDA.

In 20067 Victoria took part in the Diplomat Programme of the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Her studies have given her an interest in
South East Europe. Shisited Swedish troops in Kosovo in August
2002: 'l am astonished by the beauty of the counstye told the local
press at the Kosovo Polje railway station. She has also visited
Macedonia and Turkey.
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The Parliament (Riksdag)

www.riksdagen.se
Tel: + 468 786 40 00

Per Westerberg(Moderate Party) has been the Speaker of the Riksdag since
2006. The Speaker directs the Riksdag's work and presides over the meetings

The Riksdag is the suprem
decisioamaking body in Sweden
349 MPs serve four years. Und
the Swedish system it ha
considerable influence on
government policymaking. The
government cannot promote ar
EU policies withouits support.

of the Chamber. He is assisted by three Deputy Spedkeffice of Speaker

is the highest position to which a person may be elected in Sweden. Formally,
the Speaker ranks in precedence after the King, but ahead of the Prime

Minister. One of the main tasksf the Speaker is to lead negotiations on

forming a new Government, and to present a proposal for a new Prime

Minister.

More information on the Swedish Parliament is availablevat.riksdagen.se

Seven parties arrepresented in the Riksdag:
The Coalition since 2006:

Moderates (Moderata samlingspartiet) 97

Centre Party (Centerpartiet) 29
Christian Democrats (Kristdemokraterna) 24
Liberals (Folkpartiet liberalerna) 28
Total 178

Opposition parties:

Social Demorats (Socialdemokraterna) 130

Left Party (Vansterpartiet) 22
Greens (Miljopartiet de grona) 19
Total 171

Parliamentary Committees

There are 15 standing committees in the Riksthgler the Swedish system they have considerable

powers. Each committeis responsible fomonitoring developmd@s in the EU withints area of

competenceThestandingcommittees have been assigned a more active role in work with EU issues

since Jan 2007. In addition, the EU Committee has a special consultative roldgefglihsve to
appear before the EU Committee before all meetings of the Council of Ménistde 15 standing

committees cover
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