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The Road to the EU Passes Through the Balkans! 
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The European Stability Initiative (ESI) is the institute that 

prepared the report on Islamic Calvinists which caused 

heated public debates in Turkey. 

The institute focuses mainly on European Union (EU)-

member countries in the Balkans and Turkey. It prepares 

reports on the region for the European public. ESI Direc-

tor Gerald Knaus says: “What we have seen in our age 

has helped us understand that European policies on the 

Balkans have failed. So, we, as a group of civilians, 

pioneered such an initiative to help the West develop 

healthy policies.” 

Knaus discloses their goal in preparing the report entitled, 

“Islamic Calvinists: Change and Conservatism in Central 

Anatolia,” as being able to tell the European public that 

“Turkey is not a country as you know it; you judge it only 

by its image. You see, Kayseri has achieved its economic 

development on it own. Besides Kayseri, Denizli, Ga-

ziantep, Malatya and Konya have also achieved their 

economic developments. Turkey is more dynamic than it 

seems; it has the same potential as Spain.” The ESI aims 

to make debates on Turkey more effective on the EU’s 

future fact-based objectives. Turkey joining the EU is one 

of the biggest and most significant problems which the 

Union might face in the upcoming years. Turkey heading 

towards full EU membership is also significant for the 

future of the EU. 

The ESI is an institute that discovered the Balkans before 

Turkey and discovered Turkey after the Balkans. Knaus 

says that although Turks ruled the Balkans for centuries, 

the people living there, especially the youths, do not 

know Turkey well, they only have some caricaturized 

pictures of Turkey, adding, “If Turkey wants, it can play 

greater roles in the Balkans.” 

The Balkan Report, which was presented to the European 

public, has the potential as much as the report on Islamic 

Calvinists to trigger hot debates: Within Turkey’s foreign 

policy priorities, Europe still maintains its important 

place and the Balkan Peninsula serves as a bridge be-

tween the two. In view of the strong yearning for a com-

mon European house, it does not seem impossible that 

such a movement can exclude the Balkans. If regional 

stability is a prerequisite for the movement towards inte-

gration, then it will certainly necessitate Balkan coopera-

tion. Such cooperation, on its part, requires Turkish par-

ticipation. For Turkey, on the other hand, its participation 

in the Balkan cooperation will serve as a guarantee of its 

place in the integration process in Europe no matter what 

shape it takes in the future. 

Turkey is geographically and historically a Balkan coun-

try. About five million Turks and Balkan Muslims mi-

grated to Turkey in the wake of the Ottoman collapse. 

The first destination of the 2 million Bulgarians who fled 

the communist Bulgarian regime in 1989 was Turkey. 

Almost 10 percent of our population is of Balkan origin. 

There are more Turkish citizens of Albanian origin than 

Albanians in Kosovo, and more Turkish citizens of Bos-

nian origin than Bosnians in Bosnia. Moreover, during 

the wars in Yugoslavia, thousands of Balkan students 

came to Turkey and completed their education in Tur-

key's finest academic institutions. 

As the main inheritor of the heritage of the Ottomans, 

who ruled the Balkans for centuries until the defeat the 

empire in the Balkan Wars (1912-13), Turkey maintains a 

keen interest in the destiny of Muslims in Bosnia-

Herzegovina, the former Yugoslavia and Albania. In 

other words, the ESI emphasizing that Turkey should 

establish more contacts with Balkan countries on its way 

towards the EU, is saying: In the Balkans, you have both 

cultural and ethnic heritage of your ancestors and there 

are some countries in Europe which can understand you 

and you can understand them. 


