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About this Manual  

 

Even if there are no diplomatic relations and the land border remains closed, there are numerous 

persons and institutions in Armenia and in Turkey working on bilateral relations and related 

issues. Who are these persons and institutions, what are their projects and publications and in 

what areas are they actively working?  

 

This manual is meant to provide answers to these questions through a user-friendly overview 

introducing key people and key institutions. The manual starts with a short outline of the recent 

events in Turkey-Armenia relations from 2008 until December 2010. It is then divided into two 

parts, one on Armenia and one on Turkey. These two parts are not completely symmetrical, but in 

both country sections you will find information on persons and institutions regularly dealing with 

Turkey ïArmenia relations and joint initiatives.  These include: 

 

-  media, press and TV with the presentation of important journalists 

-  politicians  

-  diplomats  

-  NGOs and foundations 

-  think tanks and key actors  

-  universities and leading academics 

-  business people and associations  

 

 

We hope that with this manual all interested in Turkey-Armenia relations will be able to follow 

joint projects, inform themselves about what is going on and get the contacts to the key players 

involved in these initiatives. That is why there are a lot of links where you can study in more 

detail ongoing and completed projects or read articles on Turkey-Armenia relations.  

 

 

This manual is the joint work of ESI analsysts in Turkey and Armenia with the support of Eurasia 

Partnership Foundation 

 

 

Istanbul ï Yerevan, December 2010  
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Key dates in Armenia-Turkey relations 2008-2010 

 

21 February 2008 

President Abdullah Gul congratulates Serzh Sargsyan on winning the presidential election: 

ñI hope your new position will offer an opportunity for the normalisation of relations between the 

Turkish and Armenian people.ò 

 

5 July 2008 

Sargsyan invites the Turkish president to visit Armenia on 6 September to watch the World Cup 

qualifying match between Armenia and Turkey. 

 

18 July 2008 

Ali Babacan, then Turkish Foreign Minister, confirmed that Turkey and Armenia have held a 

series of secret meetings in Bern in May and July. (Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry 

Ertugrul Apakan and his deputy Unal Cevikoz headed the Turkish delegation; Arman 

Kirakossian, Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister of Armenia headed the Armenian side). Babacan 

and Sargsyan downplay the significance of the talks, however, the Armenian Prime Minister said: 

ñThere was no secret or reason to be surprised. Such contact between Armenian and Turkish 

diplomats never stopped. They have always taken place.ò  

 

30 August 2008 

President Gul accepts Sargsyan's invitation to watch the football World Cup qualification match 

in Yerevan. 

 

7 September 2008 

The Turkish and Armenian delegations, headed by the two Foreign Ministers, hold talks 

regarding Turkey's proposal for a new regional forum in the Caucasus, the Nagorno-Karabakh 

conflict and other regional issues. Babacan tells Edward Nalbandian that Turkey supports the 

Minsk process for the solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and adds that his country 

favours the territorial integrity and sovereignty of all countries in the region.  

 

12 December 2008 

The Turkish Parliament urges the parliaments of third party countries not to disrupt the process of 

rapprochement between Turkey and Armenia with efforts to recognize the events of 1915 as 

genocide. ñPoliticians and parliaments cannot judge history,ò says Parliament Speaker Koksal 

Toptan 

 

15 December 2008 

A group of Turkish intellectuals and academics issue a public apology for the killing of 

Armenians during the First World War. The text, which has been signed by around 30,000 

people, reads: 

 

ñMy conscience does not accept the insensitivity showed to and the denial of the Great 

Catastrophe that the Ottoman Armenians were subjected to in 1915. I reject this injustice 

and for my share, I empathize with the feelings and pain of my Armenian brothers. I 

apologize to them.ò 
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Shortly after the intellectuals' campaign is announced, a group of 146 retired Turkish 

ambassadors issues a counter-declaration. ñToday, Armenian terror has completed its mission,ò it 

laments. ñWe are aware that the second phase of the plan includes an apology and the next step 

will be demands for land and compensation.ò 

 

16 January 2009 

ñWe have never come this close to a plan regarding the final normalisation of relations with 

Armenia,ò says Babacan. 

 

22 January 2009 

ñWe are very close to normalising Armenian-Turkish relations,ò says Nalbandian. ñWe can take 

the next step and resolve the issue if Turkey, like Armenia, approaches it without preconditions 

and opens the border. [é] After the border opens, we are ready to form a commission in which 

we can discuss issues relevant to both countries.ò 

 

22 April 2009 

After intense diplomatic manoeuvring (with the United States playing a leading mediating role), 

Ankara and Yerevan release a joint statement ï at midnight ï stating that a road map and ña 

comprehensive framework for the normalisation of their bilateral relationsò have been agreed 

upon.  

 

13 May 2009 

The border with Armenia will remain closed until Armenian occupation of Azeri territories 

comes to an end, says Prime Minister Erdogan during a visit to Baku. 

 

ñThere is a cause and effect relation here. Occupation of Nagorno-Karabakh is the cause 

here and closing of the border is the effect. It is impossible for us to open the border 

unless that occupation ends.ò  

 

31 August 2009 

The Protocols on Establishment of Diplomatic Relations and on Development of Relations 

between Armenia and Turkey are released by the Armenian and Turkish Foreign Affairs 

Ministries. The protocols envisage the establishment of diplomatic relations and the founding of 

an intergovernmental commission to address all issues between the two countries, including a 

sub-commission on history. 

The protocols spark harsh criticism from the Armenian diaspora, the Armenian opposition, 

Azerbaijan and nationalist circles in Turkey. 

 

10 October 2009 

The protocols are signed by Edward Nalbandian and Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 

in the main hall of the University of Zurich. Head of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign 

Affairs Micheline Calmy-Rey, US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton, Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov, French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, EU High Representative Javier 

Solana and Slovenian Foreign Minister Samuel Ģbogar attend the signing ceremony.  

 

14 October 2009 

Serzh Sargsyan makes a reciprocal visit to Turkey to watch the World Cup football qualifying 

match between Armenia and Turkey in Bursa alongside Abdullah Gul. The two presidents meet 

before the match. 
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21 October 2009 

The protocols are submitted to the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Turkish Parliament. 

 

24 November 2009 

The Speakers of the Armenian and Turkish Parliaments meet in Moscow on the sidelines of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). 

 

12 January 2010 

The Armenian Constitutional Court decides on the compatibility of the Protocols with the 

Armenian Constitution. In the decisionôs preamble the Court states that the protocols cannot be 

interpreted in a way that would contradict Clause 11 of the Declaration of Independence, which 

states that Armenia ñstands in support of the task of achieving international recognition of the 

1915 Genocide in Ottoman Turkey and Western Armenia.ò  

 

18 January 2010 

In a statement commenting on the Armenian Constitutional Court decision, the Turkish Foreign 

Affairs Ministry declares:  

 

ñIt has been observed that this decision contains preconditions and restrictive provisions 

which impair the letter and spirit of the Protocols.  The said decision undermines the very 

reason for negotiating these Protocols as well as their fundamental objective. This 

approach cannot be accepted on our part.ò 

 

9 February 2010 

The Armenian President sends a message to the Turkish President encouraging him to stay 

committed to the protocols and move forward with the normalisation process. A day later the 

Turkish President answers positively.  

 

7 April 2010 

In Yerevan, Edward Nalbandian meets a Turkish delegation headed by Prime Minister Erdoganôs 

Special Envoy Feridun Sinirlioglu and the Turkish Foreign Ministry Undersecretary. Later the 

same day, Sinirlioglu meets Serzh Sargsyan, to whom he conveys written messages from 

Erdogan, Gul and Davutoglu.  

 

12 April 2010 

Erdogan and Sargsyan meet in Washington D.C. on the sidelines of a nuclear security summit 

hosted by U.S. President Barack Obama. According to media reports ñthe two leaders agreed to 

carry on the rapprochement process through regular meetings between their foreign ministers.ò 

The following day Nalbandian and Davutoglu meet for a working lunch hosted by Hillary 

Clinton. Their conversation focuses on the previous dayôs discussions between Sargsyan and 

Erdogan.  

 

22 April 2010 

Armenia suspends the ratification procedure of the protocols with Turkey. The Armenian 

president states:  

 
ñFor a whole year, Turkeyôs senior officials have not spared public statements in the language of 

preconditions. For a whole year, Turkey has done everything to protract time and fail the process. 

Hence, our conclusion and position are straightforward: 
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1. Turkey is not ready to continue the process that was started and to move forward without 

preconditions in line with the letter of the Protocols.  

2. The reasonable timeframes have, in our opinion, elapsed. The Turkish practice of passing the 

24th of April at any cost is simply unacceptable.  

3. We consider unacceptable the pointless efforts of making the dialogue between Armenia and 

Turkey an end in itself; from this moment on, we consider the current phase of normalisation 

exhausted.  

 

[é] During this period, I have discussed and continue discussing the future of the process 

launched with Turkey with Presidents Nicolas Sarkozy of France, Barack Obama of the United 

States, Dmitri Medvedev of Russia, as well as our colleagues in a number of European 

organisations. We are grateful to them for supporting our initiative, encouraging the process, and 

exerting efforts to secure progress. The matter of the fact is that our partners have urged us to 

continue the process, rather than to discontinue it. 

 

Out of respect for them, their efforts, and their sincere aspirations, we have decided after 

consulting our Coalition partners and the National Security Council not to exit the process for the 

time being, but rather, to suspend the procedure of ratifying the Protocols. We believe this to be in 

the best interests of our nation.ò
1
  

 

Foreign leaders (US, France, Switzerland, EU, etc.) welcome the decision not to fully withdraw 

from the process.  

Turkey states that it remains committed to the process. 

 

24 April 2010 

On Armenian Remembrance Day Barack Obama stated: 

 
ñOn this solemn day of remembrance, we pause to recall that ninety-five years ago one of the 

worst atrocities of the 20th century began.  In that dark moment of history, 1.5 million Armenians 

were massacred or marched to their death in the final days of the Ottoman Empire. 

Today is a day to reflect upon and draw lessons from these terrible events.  I have consistently 

stated my own view of what occurred in 1915, and my view of that history has not changed.   It is 

in all of our interest to see the achievement a full, frank and just acknowledgment of the facts.  

The Meds Yeghern is a devastating chapter in the history of the Armenian people, and we must 

keep its memory alive in honour of those who were murdered and so that we do not repeat the 

grave mistakes of the past.  I salute the Turks who saved Armenians in 1915 and am encouraged 

by the dialogue among Turks and Armenians, and within Turkey itself, regarding this painful 

history.  Together, the Turkish and Armenian people will be stronger as they acknowledge their 

common history and recognize their common humanity.ò
2
 

 

The US President does not use the term genocide.  

 

24 April 2010 

 

In Istanbul, several hundred intellectuals organised for the first time in Turkey a commemoration 

for the victims of the Armenian genocide.  

                                                           

1
 Televised Address of President Serzh Sargsyan on the Process of Normalisation of Relations between Armenia and 

Turkey, April 22 2010, http://www.president.am/events/statements/eng/?id=60 
2
 http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/statement-president-barack-obama-armenian-remembrance-day 



 12 

26-29 July 2010  

 

In July 2010 Carnegie Endowment hosted an off-the-record dialogue meeting in Bellagio 

between Armenian and Turkish experts and Italian politicians to discuss prospects for  furthering 

Track II efforts and sustaining the diplomatic process. The meeting was supported by the Tavitian 

Foundation, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and the Rockefeller Center. Although this was a one-

off event, there is a possibility that a second meeting will be organized in 2011.  

The event was largely put together by Thomas de Waal, is a senior associate (specializing in the 

South Caucasus region) at the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Carnegie Endowment. Se Waal 

is author of the authoritative book on the Karabakh conflict, Black Garden: Armenia and 

Azerbaijan Through Peace and War (NYU Press, 2003), which has been translated into 

Armenian, Azeri, and Russian. His latest book is The Caucasus: An Introduction (Oxford 

University Press, 2010). At the Carnegie Endowment, de Waal has worked intensely on Armenia-

Turkey relations and recently published a Carnegie Policy Brief, ñArmenia and Turkey: Bridging 

the Gapò (April 2010, updated in October 2010). He also co-authored (with Henri Barkey) an 

opinion piece in the Los Angeles Times entitled ñThe Truce in Need of a Rescueò, published on 5 

February 2010.  

 

11-17 September 2010  

 

NATO held its annual disaster response exercise near Yerevan. More than 600 participants from 

30 NATO and Partner countries participated, as did 40 observers. The ñArmenia 2010ò exercise 

was the first such exercise to be held in the Caucasus.  (Link: 

http://www.euronews.net/2010/09/15/armenia-hosts-its-first-nato-exercise/ OR  

www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_66198.htm)  

In July 2010, it was reported that Ankara was considering temporarily opening the border with 

Armenia for passage of equipment to be used in a NATO military exercise in Armenia. 

http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4709430 However, the Turkish Minister of Foreign 

Affairs denied these reports. http://www.panorama.am/en/politics/2010/07/17/arm-turk-boarders/ 

 

19 September 2010 

A historic religious service - the first in 95 years - took place at the Armenian Church of the Holy 

Cross on the island of Akhtamar in Van. The event was debated widely in the Turkish and 

Armenian press.  

http://www.todayszaman.com/news-223398-cross-erected-on-historic-akdamar-church.html  

http://www.gmfus.org/galleries/ct_publication_attachments/Goksel_Churches_Oct10_final.pdf  

 

21 September 

Turkish President Abdullah Gul sent a congratulatory message to President Serzh Sargsyan of 

Armenia on the occasion of Armenian Independence Day. In his statement Gul is said to have 
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expressed hope that the protocols serve as a basis for the normalization of the relations between 

the two countries, and underlined the importance of  establishing good neighbourly ties.  

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/dunya/15834929.asp  

http://www.panorama.am/en/politics/2010/09/21/abdulah-gyul/ 

 

25 September 

Edward Nalbandian, at the General Debate of the 65th Session of the UN General Assembly said:  

ñLast year, after intensive negotiations, we achieved agreements and finally signed 

the Armenian-Turkish protocols. We made a confident investment in a durable 

rapprochement, while Turkey, unfortunately, backtracked from its commitments and 

not only refrained from the ratification of the signed protocols, but returned to its 

initial language of preconditions. One needs to prove his good intentions in deeds and 

not just in wordséArmenia is ready to move forward when Turkey will be once again 

prepared to normalise relations without any preconditions.'' 

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/pr_10/speech_un_sep25.pdf 

 

1 October 

Hundreds of Turkish nationalists held Friday prayers beside the ruins of an ancient Armenian 

cathedral in Ani, in the eastern province of Kars. Devlet Bahceli, the leader of the Nationalist 

Movement Party, or MHP, travelled to Ani with a convoy of several hundred supporters carrying 

Turkish flags and chanting ñAllahu Akhbarò (God is great). The MHP said it was following the 

example of Selçuk ruler Alp Arslan, who removed the cathedral's cross and prayed there 

following his capture of Ani in 1064. The move was seen as a response not only to the service 

held at Surp Khach church (see entry above), but also to a similar service - held at the Sumela 

Monastery in Trabzon, Turkey - in August 2010.  

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/n.php?n=mhp-prayed-at-ani-ruins-2010-10-01  

 

7 October 

In an interview to the Italian bimonthly review of geoplitics ñLimes,ò President Abdullah Gul 

said: 

 

"I myself took the first steps in the direction of starting the initiative with Armenia. The 

Armenian question is one that will be solved. Now, maybe, it is the moment for a silent 

diplomacy." 
 

http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/non-ce-solo-leuropa-intervista-al-presidente-della-turchia-

gul/15003  

 

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/pr_10/speech_un_sep25.pdf
http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/non-ce-solo-leuropa-intervista-al-presidente-della-turchia-gul/15003
http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/non-ce-solo-leuropa-intervista-al-presidente-della-turchia-gul/15003
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12 October 

On the anniversary of the Armenian-Turkish protocols (signed in Zurich on 10 October 2009), 

Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian published an article in the Wall Street Journal, in 

which he wrote: 

 

ñUnfortunately Turkey has backtracked from the agreements. Not only has it 

refrained from ratifying the protocols, but Ankara has returned to the language of 

preconditions that it had used before the beginning of the process. It seems we 

speak in different languages. Turkey has attempted to link the Armenian-Turkish 

normalization process to the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Any 

Turkish attempts to interfere in the Karabakh process or to link the normalization 

of its relations with Armenia upon its own perception of progress in the Nagorno-

Karabakh talks, harms both processes.  The negotiations between Armenia and 

Turkey were finalized by the signature of the protocols. There is neither "silent 

diplomacy, nor "a second season" of Zurich, nor any new round of negotiations, 

according to the information often spread by the Turkish media these days. The 

only remaining step in this long lasting process is the ratification and 

implementation of the Armenian-Turkish protocols without further ado.ò  

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/pr_10/101012_wall_street.html 

 

28 October 

On the occasion of Republic Day, the President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan sent a congratulatory 

message to Turkish President Abdullah Gul. The message states: 

 

ñYour Excellency, I send my sincere congratulation on the occasion of Turkeyôs 

National Holiday ï Republic Day. Taking this opportunity, I wish you well-being and 

progress to the people of neighboring Turkey. Please accept, Your Excellency, the 

assurances of my highest consideration.ò 

http://president.am/events/news/eng/?pn=12&id=1274 

 

11 November 

The Armenian Foreign Minister visited the Indian Council of World Affairs, where he delivered a 

speech. Addressing President Gulôs comments on ñsilent diplomacyò, Nalbandian said: 

 ñSome of the Turkish politicians and some Turkish media outlets like to mention 

about it, but I do not know with whom a ñsilent diplomacyò is conducted. The 

Roman philosopher-emperor Marcus Aureliusôs writing, the famous Meditations 

was entitled "Thoughts addressed to himselfò. Philosophers or some emperors 

probably address thoughts to themselves, but diplomats address their thoughts to 

other diplomats if they are looking for diplomatic solutions. The only remaining 
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step in this long lasting process is the ratification and implementation of the 

Armenian-Turkish protocols without further ado. Armenia will be ready to move 

forward if Turkey is again ready to go ahead with the normalization process 

without preconditions.ò  

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/pr_10/101112_india.html 

 

22 November 

An inspection team of the Armenian Ministry of Defence left for Turkey to conduct an inspection 

under the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE). 

http://news.am/eng/news/38930.html 

 

2 December 

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) summit was held in Astana. 

Hopes of tangible progress towards a resolution of the Karabakh conflict were once again dashed. 

Gül told journalists that he had briefly talked to Sargsyan during the summit. 

http://www.todayszaman.com/news-228600-reconciliation-process-with-armenia-not-dead.html 

http://news.am/eng/news/38930.html
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Part 1: Basic Facts about Armenia 

 

Official name: ʗʶˊʶ˒˔ʶˋ-Hayastan
3
 

 

Population:    3.238.000 

 

Area:   29.743 km
2
  

 

 

Major Cities/population: Yerevan 1.111.300 

Gyumri    146.438 

Vanadzor    104.800 

 

GNP per capita:  1.127.400 AMD (1 USD=360 AMD = 2818 USD) 

 

Head of State:   President Serzh Sargsyan 

 

Prime Minister:  Tigran Sargsyan 

 

Political Parties (in Parliament): 

 
Parliamentary election, 12 May 2007  

 Party-List  Constituency % of vote Total 

Republican Party 41 24 33.8 65 

Prosperous Armenia 

 
18 6 15.1 24 

Armenian Revolutionary 

Foundation (Dashnaktsutiun) 
16 4 13.1 20 

Orinats Yerkir (Country of 

Law) 
8 1 7.1 9 

Heritage 7 0 6.0 7 

Other/independents 0 6 24.9 6 

Total incl. others 90 41 100 131 

 

National legislature: Constitution of the Republic of Armenia (adopted in 1995 by referendum 

and amended in 2005 by referendum) 

 

Next national election:  2012 (Parliamentary) and 2013 (Presidential) 

 

Number of registered associations:  According to the USAID NGO Sustainability Index (June 

2009),
4
 the estimated number of registered public organisations in Armenia, including 

membership NGOs, foundations, and associations, is upwards of 4.000. 

                                                           

3
 This section is based on the Armenian National Statistical Service latest data, www.armstat.am  

4
 USAID information about Armenia, 

http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/dem_gov/ngoindex/2008/armenia.pdf.  

http://www.armstat.am/
http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/dem_gov/ngoindex/2008/armenia.pdf
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Media 

Newspapers: Journalists/Columnists/Editors 
 

Aravot  

Aravot (Morning) was established in 1994. It is an independent 

newspaper. Its circulation is around 3,000 and it is among one of 

the most and much read respected papers in Armenia. Among the 

printed media Aravot has been one of the leading papers to cover 

the Armenian-Turkish relations. According to a recent study 

funded by Eurasia Partnership Foundation and carried out by the 

NGO called Journalists' Team for Sustainable Future, in the period of 2006-2009 Aravot 

published 350 articles on Armenia-Turkey. 

 

Aravot daily was founded by Aram Abrahamyan (photo), who has 

remained the paperôs editor in chief ever since. A musician by training, 

Abrahamyan received his PhD in Art Theory from the Yerevan State 

Conservatory. After graduating he worked as a music teacher. He 

became a researcher at the Arts Institute of the Academy of Sciences 

where he worked until 1991, the year of Armeniaôs independence. It was 

then that he became involved in political journalism. From 1992-1994 he 

was the spokesman for President Levon Ter Petrosyan.  

Abrahamyan champions liberal views, as does Aravot. In his editorials he 

expresses his support for the normalisation of Armenian-Turkish 

relations and criticizes nationalist rhetoric. He is a regular panellist on 

Armenian television. Abrahamyan participated in the Yerevan Press Club 

and organised an Armenian-Turkish project for journalists. He has visited Turkey. 

aram@aravot.am 

 

 

Margarit Yesayan (left) has been a columnist at Aravot 

since 1996. esmargo@rambler.ru 

 

 

Anna Israyelyan (right), another well-known columnist, 

has been at Aravot since 1997. annais-1@yandex.ru 

 

 

 

Aravot Daily  

Arshakunyats Ave., Building 2a, 15th Floor 

0023, Yerevan ï Armenia 

 

Tel:  +374 10 528752 (Editor-in-Chief, +374 10 568868)  

Fax: +374 10 528752, +374 10 529752 

E-mail: news@aravot.am 

Web: http://www.aravot.am  

 

mailto:aram@aravot.am
mailto:esmargo@rambler.ru
mailto:annais-1@yandex.ru
mailto:news@aravot.am
http://www.aravot.am/
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AZG (Nation) 

Azg was founded in 1991. In 1992 it became a daily. The paperôs 

founding editor Hagop Avedikian is a member of the Ramkavar 

Liberal Party. Since 1999 Azg has been available online in four 

languages, including Turkish. It thoroughly covers issues relating to 

the Armenian diaspora, Armenian culture, Armenia-Turkey relations, 

Middle Eastern and Turkish politics. It has a circulation of around 

3.000. 

 

Azg has covered Turkish-Armenian relations consistently and extensively, paying attention to 

Turkish domestic politics, the Istanbul Armenian community, etc. Azg often translates articles 

from Turkish newspapers; it also publishes articles from Armenian diaspora newspapers. 

 

The Lebanese-born Hakob Avedikyan (photo) studied philology at 

Yerevan State University. He later returned to Lebanon, where he 

worked for Zartonk, the official newspaper of the Armenian 

Democratic Liberal Party (Ramkavar), serving as its editor in chief 

from 1980 to 1990. In 1990 he founded Azg, becoming its editor in 

chief. He keenly follows ï and writes on ï Turkish politics and the 

Armenian community in Istanbul. He speaks Turkish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hakob Chakryan, an Armenian from Turkey, is an 

analyst/columnist specialising in Turkey and 

Armenian-Turkish relations at Azg. He is fluent in 

Turkish. Chakryanôs family came from Yozgat and 

lived in Istanbul till 1968, when his father decided to 

move to Soviet Armenia. Chakryan became a scholar 

in the Oriental Studies Institute at the Academy of 

Sciences, then in the History Institute, all while 

working for Azg. He is a very well known 

Turkologist, often delivering lectures, holding press conferences on Armenian-Turkish relations 

and Turkish politics.  

 

Azg Daily 

47 Hanrapetutian str. 

0010, Yerevan - Armenia  

 

Tel: +374 10 529353, +374 10 581841, +374 10 582483 

Fax: +374 10 562863 

E-mail: azg2@arminco.com, azg@azg.am  

Web: http://www.azg.am  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Democratic_Liberal_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Democratic_Liberal_Party
mailto:azg2@arminco.com
mailto:azg@azg.am
http://www.azg.am/
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Haykakan Zhamanak (Armenian Times) 

Haykakan Zhamanak was founded in 1997, closed soon 

thereafter and was reopened in 1999 by Nikol Pashinyan. The 

paper has always been critical towards the governments of 

presidents Kocharyan and Sargsyan. Before the 2007 

parliamentary elections the paper openly supported the 

opposition movement: Pashinyan became a leading activist of 

the ñAlternativeò Political Movement, a grouping that included most of Armeniaôs major 

opposition forces. Pashinyan then became an active member of the Popular Movement, which 

supported Levon Ter Petrosyan in the February 2008 presidential elections. He also organised 

and headed most of the post-election opposition rallies. When bloody clashes took place between 

opposition activists and the police on 1 March 2008, Pashinyan went into hiding, accused of 

inciting people to violence in an attempt to violently overthrow the government. He surrendered 

to the authorities on 1 July 2009. Immediately after being arrested he announced his candidacy 

for a vacant seat (in the downtown district of Yerevan) in the National Assembly. Running his 

campaign out of a prison cell, Pashinyan lost the by-election. (The opposition accused the 

government of falsifying the elections). Though Pashinyan remains in jail, his articles and op-eds 

appear regularly in Haykakan Zhamanak.  

 

The newspaper publishes statements by the opposition Popular Movement (known as the 

ñArmenian National Congressò since mid-2008), speeches by Ter Petrosyan, and detailed 

accounts of all opposition activities. The average circulation of the newspaper is around 3.000, 

though in periods of heightened political activity it can reach 10.000. 

 

As one of Armeniaôs biggest and most influential dailies, Haykakan Zhamanak attentively covers 

Armenian-Turkish relations. The paperôs position, in line with Ter Petrosyanôs, is to support the 

normalisation process while criticising the governmentôs way of pursuing it. According to the 

Eurasia Partnership Foundationôs research on Armenian-Turkish media (see below), the paper 

has published 230 articles on the subject from 2006-09. The news genre is mainly 

commentary/analysis. 

Nikol Pashinyan (born in 1975 in Ijevan) studied 

philology at Yerevan State University. He has been 

involved in professional journalism since 1993. From 

1994-1997 he worked for Lragir, an independent online 

newspaper openly critical of the government and its 

policies. In 1999 he became the chief editor of Haykakan 

Zhamanak. Pashinyanôs wife, Anna Hakobyan, the 

newspaperôs co-founder, covers Armenian foreign policy 

issues, including relations with Turkey. Hakobyan is also 

the director of Haykakan Zhamanakôs publishing 

company.  

 

Haykakan Zhamanak 

37 Israyelyan Street 

Yerevan ï Armenia 

 

Tel: +37410 581175, +37410 544339 

E-mail: info@armtimes.com, editor@armtimes.com  

Web:  www.armtimes.com  

mailto:info@armtimes.com
mailto:editor@armtimes.com
http://www.armtimes.com/
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Golos Armenii (Voice of Armenia) 

Golos Armenii (Voice of Armenia) is a Russian-

language newspaper whose readership extends outside 

Armenia, to Armenian communities in Russia, the US 

etc.  

 

The editor of Golos is the Tbilisi-born Armenian Flora 

Nakhashkaryan. Another Tbilisi-born Armenian, Marina 

Grigoryan, is the paperôs main columnist, covering a 

range of topics related to Armenian-Turkish affairs. Nakhashkaryan, a philologist by training and 

a journalist since 1971, became Golosô editor in 1992, one year after its launch. Columnist 

Marina Grigoryan, also a philologist, previously worked for newspapers like Communist, 

Respublika Armenii, Novoye Vremya (both Russian-language Armenian newspapers). She has 

been at Golos since 1993. In 2004 she temporarily left Golos to become the head of the 

Information and Public Relations Department for Armeniaôs Human Rights Ombudsman, where 

she remained till 2006. She also worked for Radio France International for six years. Since 2008 

she edits the Russian version of Armenia Now magazine (www.armenianow.com). 

 

With the launch of the Armenia-Turkey normalisation process, Golos had to 

find ways to square its traditionally sceptical approach towards the process 

with its support for the Sargsyan government. However, with the suspension 

of the ratification process of the protocols in the Armenian Parliament and 

the Armenian governmentôs critical stance towards Turkey Golos is able to 

comfortably pursue its critical stance on Armenia-Turkey related issues. 

 

 

 

Golos Armenii 

Arshakunyats Ave., Building 2a, 7th Floor 

0023, Yerevan ï Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 529245  

Editor-in-Chief: +374 10 527723  

Fax: +374 10 528908,  

E-mail: info@golosarmenii.am    

Web:  http://www.golos.am  

 

Marina Grigoryan:  

Tel. +374 10 52 88 39 (office) 

E-mail: magrin18@yahoo.com 

 

 

http://www.armenianow.com/
mailto:info@golosarmenii.am
http://www.golos.am/
mailto:magrin18@yahoo.com
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Hayots Ashkharh (Armenian World) 

 

Hayots Ashkhar was 

founded in 1997 by a 

private owner. It is a 

highly opinionated 

(currently pro-

government) newspaper with a circulation of 3.500. During the Kocharyan 

period it was very critical of Armenian-Turkish normalisation, but less so 

when Sarsgyan re-initiated the process. The paper has provided extensive 

coverage of Armenian-Turkish relations, publishing 344 articles on the 

subject during 2006-2009. Hayots Ashkharôs founding editor is Gagik 

Mkrtchyan (photo). Before 1997 Mkrtchyan worked for Golos Armenii and 

Yerkir (the newspaper of Dashnaktsutyun, the Armenian Revolutionary 

Federation, banned in 1995). Vardan Grigoryan is the paperôs main 

columnist on Armenia-Turkey related issues. 

 

 

Hayots Ashkharh 

38, Tumanyan str 

Yerevan - Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 53 88 65 (office) 

Fax: +374 10 533221 

E-mail: hayashkh@arminco.com 

Web: http://www.armworld.am 

 

 

 

mailto:hayashkh@arminco.com
http://www.armworld.am/
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Television: Commentators/Editors 

 

H1 Public TV 

 

H1 is a public (state) television channel founded in 1956. It is 

broadcast around the world through satellite. It provides coverage 

on every topic, from politics to culture and sports. The broadcasting 

is always in Armenian. 

 

ñHaylurò is the news service of the H1 channel. On Sundays Haylur 

analyzes the weekôs events with in-depth discussions of the most 

relevant issues.  

 

 

Samvel Farmanyan, former Press Secretary of the 

President of Armenia, is H1ôs Head of the Political and 

Analytical Programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gevorg Altunyan, the former host of several analytical programs on Armenia channel moved to 

H1 in September, 2010 becoming the deputy director of the Haylur news program and also 

having a special analytical program on the TV covering a wide range of poitical issues. Over the 

past years Altunyan has taken part in analytical programs, news reporting, talk shows, etc. A 

historian by training, he has been involved in professional journalism since the mid 1990s.  

 

Artur Grigoryan is one of the most experienced TV analysts covering 

regional affairs, specifically Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenian-Turkish 

relations. After graduating from the then-prestigious Yerevan Polytechnic 

Institute in 1986, he began to work for the Armenian State TV Companyôs 

First Channel as an engineer. Within a year he became an assistant film 

director, director, operator and news reporter. He was subsequently to work 

as an investigative correspondent, reporter, director and cameraman. 

Known for his reporting on Turkey and Karabakh, Grigoryan is one of the best known 

journalists in Armenia.  
 

tv1news@yahoo.com  

 

Artak Aleksanyan is a young commentator with foreign experience. He often 

manages talk shows on various political and social issues and does news 

commentary for H1ôs ñHaylurò program.  
 Artak Aleksanyan 
 

 

mailto:tv1news@yahoo.com
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Haykaram Nahapetyan is an experienced journalist and a 

ñHaylurò reporter since 2003, currently being H1ôs 

correspondent in the USA. In addition to reporting on regional 

affairs, Armenia-Turkey, Karabakh, US-Armenia relations, he 

publishes articles in academic journals, newspapers and 

websites, including in the Turkish-Armenian newspaper Agos. 

 

In June, 2010 Noravank Foundation published a book (in Armenian) by Haykaram Nahapetyan, 

entitled ñAnti-Armenian Activities of Turkish and Azerbaijani Organizationsò, where the 

Armenian Diasporaôs counteractions are presented as well. 

http://www.noravank.am/arm/books/detail.php?ID=4856 

 

H1 Public TV 

26, Gevorg Hovsepyan 

375047, Yerevan, Armenia 

Tel. +374 10 552751, 551953; (Central desk) 650015 

www.armtv.com  

E-mail: support@armtv.com; hailur@armtv.com  

http://www.noravank.am/arm/books/detail.php?ID=4856
http://www.armtv.com/
mailto:support@armtv.com
mailto:hailur@armtv.com
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Shant TV 

 
 

Shant TV, founded in Gyumri in 1994, is one of the most 

watched TV channels in Armenia. It has a very strong line-up 

of entertainment programmes, with shows such as Armenian 

Superstar, Folklore Stars, Armeniaôs Got Talent, as well as a 

range of Armenian TV series. Shantôs news section has also 

attracted great ratings, proving a challenge ï despite 

comparatively restricted means ï for much bigger TV stations. 

Shant TV can be watched via satellite anywhere in the world.  

Shantôs main news programme is Horizon, followed by 

Herankar (Prospect), an analytical programme where host Nver Mnatsakanyan invites prominent 

guests to discuss the dayôs main news.  

 

Shantôs other well-known commentator is Artem Yerkanyan. 

Yerkanyan studied Russian literature at the Bryusov State Pedagogical 

Institute of Foreign Languages in the late 1980s and early 1990s. After 

finishing his studies he worked with a number of Russian-language 

newspapers. In 1998-1999 he was a freelance correspondent with ORT 

(Russian Public Television) in Armenia. In 2000-2003 he worked for 

the Russian section of Armenian National Television. In 2003 he 

became editor of Shantôs news service. Since 2002 Yerkanyan also 

works as the Armenia correspondent of Kommersant, the famous 

Russian newspaper. 

 

 

In addition to providing analysis on Armeniaôs foreign policy on Shant TV (specifically on 

Azerbaijan and Turkey), Yerkanyan makes documentary films on Armenian-Turkish issues. (He 

has produced films on Kars, Stalinôs plan to attack Turkey, and the Turkish apology campaign.)  

 

Artem Yerkanyanôs contact details: 

Tel:  +374 10 568769 

E-mail: yerkanyan@rambler.ru 

 

Shant TV 

Kiyevyan 16, 10
th
 Floor 

Yerevan ï Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 277668 

E-mail: info@shanttv.am 

Web: www.shanttv.com  

 

 

mailto:yerkanyan@rambler.ru
mailto:info@shanttv.am
http://www.shanttv.com/
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Yerkir Media TV  

 

Yerkir Media is a TV station sponsored by the Armenian Revolutionary 

Federation. Founded in 2003, it went on air in May 2004, broadcasting in 

Yerevan and the surrounding regions (an audience of up to 2 million 

viewers). Since 28 May 2010 Yerkir Media TV has had satellite coverage on Hotbird. 

 

Gegham Manoukyan is the director of Yerkir Mediaôs political and 

analytical programmeming. Gegham is a longstanding member of the 

Dashnaktsutyun party (since 1990) and a member of its Central 

Committee. From 1997-2004 he was a member of the ARFôs Supreme 

Council, the partyôs governing body. He was born in 1970 in Armavir, 

Armenia. He studied Turkish philology at Yerevan State University in 

1987-1993, after which he worked for Yerkir, the ARFôs official 

newspaper. When the ARF was banned following accusations that it had 

attempted to usurp power, Gegham was among those arrested. He 

remained in prison from 1995 until 1997.
5
 When released Gegham 

became actively involved in party politics and journalism, serving as a 

member of the ARFôs Supreme Council, the partyôs governing body, from 1997-2004 and as the 

editor of Yerkir daily from 2002-2004. In 2004 he joined Yerkir Media, where he has since held 

several posts. 

 

Gegham hosts a talk show ñKizaketò (Viewpoint), which airs every Friday. He often invites 

analysts, politicians, journalists, and academics to discuss Armenian-Turkish relations. He has 

also hosted several Turkish journalists on his programme and participates in Armenian-Turkish 

journalistsôrelated projects. 

E-mail: gegham@yerkirmedia.am 
 

Yekir Media TV Company 

Charentsi St., Building 94  

0025, Yerevan ï Armenia 

  

Tel: +374 10 576512 

E-mail: news@yerkirmedia.am 

Web: http://www.yerkirmedia.am/  
 

                                                           

5
 Though most ARF members left prison in 1997-1998, a few of them still remain in jail. 

mailto:gegham@yerkirmedia.am
mailto:news@yerkirmedia.am
http://www.yerkirmedia.am/
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Armenia TV  

 

Armenia TV, founded in 1999, is another widely watched TV channel 

with satellite (Hotbird and Eutelsat) transmission throughout Europe, 

Northern America, Russia, the Middle East and Asia. In 2001 

billionaire Gerard Cafesjian, a diaspora Armenian, became a 

shareholder in Armenia TV through his Cafesjian Family Foundation. The channel became the 

largest private television company in Armenia. Armenia TV produces programmes in its own 

studios (10 studios with 42.400 sq. feet of space, richly furnished with modern technologies), 

using its own technical and organisational means. Dozens of programmes, shows and news blocs 

air on a daily basis. Armenia TV also cooperates with such renowned international companies as 

Warner Bros and Universal Pictures.  

 

The entertainment section of Armenia TV is much stronger than the political analysis section. 

Armenia TV owns two other TV channels, TV5 and Armnews/Euronews.  

 

 

Armenia TV Office   
Yeghvard Highway 1 

0054, Yerevan - Armenia  

 

Tel: +374 10 366925   

Fax: +374 10 366852  

E-mail: info@armeniatv.am  

Web:  www.armeniatv.am  

 

Gevorg Altunyan 

TV 5 

Yeghvard Highway 1  

0054, Yerevan - Armenia  

 

Tel: +374 10 36 69 45 (office) 

E-mail: express@armeniatv.am  

 

 

mailto:info@armeniatv.am
http://www.armeniatv.am/
mailto:express@armeniatv.am
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Kentron TV  

 
Kentron (Center) TV was founded in 2002. It is owned by one of Armeniaôs richest 

oligarchs, Gagik Tsarukyan, an MP and the chairman of Prosperous Armenia, a 

political party currently in the governing coalition. Tsarukyan is also chairman of 

the Armenian Olympic Committee.  

 

Kentron TV has coverage in Yerevan and the surrounding districts, reaching up to 2 million 

viewers. Its most popular programme is ñUrvagitsò (Outline), a talk show hosted by Petros 

Ghazaryan. The show attracts from 30.000 to 50.000 viewers, making it the most widely watched 

in all of Armenia. Ghazaryan hosts all types of eminent guests, including opposition figures. 

Ghazaryan has interviewed, among others, Turkish Liberal Democratic Party chairman Cem 

Toker, ESI Senior Analyst Diba Nigar Goksel and former ESI Analyst Tigran Mkrtchyan.  

 

 

Petros Ghazaryan is the author and host of the ñUrvagitsò talk 

show since 2003. Having graduated in Turkology from Yerevan 

State University, he worked for well known Armenian 

newspapers Haykakan Zhamanak (Armenian Times), Aravot 

Daly (Morning) and Iravunk (Right). In 2003 he received the 

Yerevan Press Club Annual Award for Ensuring Diversity of 

Opinion on TV. A supporter of the Armenian-Turkish 

normalisation process, Ghazaryan has participated in most 

Armenian-Turkish projects and meetings for journalists. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kentron TV  

Alikhanyan Yeghbayrneri St., Building 2  

0036 Yerevan - Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 391039, +374 10 393232, +374 10 349053, +374 10 396464  

Fax:+374 10 349968 

E-mail: urvagic@rambler.ru  

 

 

mailto:urvagic@rambler.ru
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Politics: Institutions and people 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia  

 

Edward Nalbandian 

Edward Nalbandian has been Foreign Affairs 

Minister of Armenia since April 2008. Nalbandian 

studied at the prestigious Moscow State Institute of 

International Relations and received his PhD (in 

political science) from the Institute of Oriental 

Studies at the USSR National Academy of Sciences.  

 

A career diplomat, Nalbandian began working at the 

Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the late 1970s, 

being subsequently posted to Egypt and Lebanon. 

After Armeniaôs independence he was invited to work 

for the Armenian diplomatic service. He was Armeniaôs Ambassador to Egypt, Morocco and 

Oman (with residence in Cairo) in 1994-1998. From 1999-2008 he was Ambassador to France.  

 

His international awards include the USSR Friendship of Nations award (1982), Commander of 

the Legion of Honour of the French Republic (2001), and the Decoration of the Grand Cross of 

Saint Gregory of the Holy See (2003). 

 

In September 2008 Nalbandian and his Turkish counterpart launched a series of negotiations 

which bore fruit in the form of two Protocols on the establishment of diplomatic relations 

between Armenia and Turkey. These were signed on 10 October 2009. 

 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Government House #2 

Republic Square 

0010, Yerevan - Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 544041 

Fax: +374 10 543925 

E-mail: info@ArmeniaForeignMinistry.com  

 

Homepage of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/ 

 

mailto:info@armeniaforeignministry.com
http://www.armeniaforeignministry.com/
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Arman Kirakossian 

Arman Kirakossian is the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister of 

Armenia. He headed the secret negotiations with Turkish 

diplomats, which paved the way for the ñfootball diplomacyò 

After 6 September 2008 the negotiations were conducted at 

the top level by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Armenia 

and Turkey. 

 

Kirakossian was born in 1956 as the son of John Kirakossian, 

an eminent scholar and diplomat, who was Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Soviet Armenia in 1975-1985. Kirakossian 

is a historian by education. He has published several dozen articles and monographs on late 19
th
 

and early 20
th
 century Armenian history, particularly on the reporting of the Armenian massacres 

and the Armenian genocide in British and American sources. 

 

In September 1991, immediately after Armenian independence, Kirakossian was invited to join 

the Foreign Ministry, where he became First Deputy Foreign Minister. From October 1992 to 

March 1993 Kirakossian served as Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. He was later posted to 

Greece and the US. In 2005 he returned to his post as First Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister. 

 

Tel: +374 10 544041 (ext. 309) 

E-mail: A.Kirakossian@mfa.am,  

 

Arsen Avagyan 

Arsen Avagyan is head of the Turkey Section at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. He is a leading specialist on Turkey in Armenia. At the Ministry 

since 1994, he served as the Armenian representative at the Black Sea 

Economic Cooperation (BSEC) secretariat in Istanbul from 2001-2005. He 

has simultaneously taught at Yerevan State University. He has published 5 

monographs and more than 30 articles in Armenia, Turkey and Russia.  

 

Tel: +374 10 544041 ext. 261 

E-mail: A.Avagyan@mfa.am   

 

Tigran Mkrtchyan  

Tigran Mkrtchyan is the Acting Head of the Ministryôs Department of 

Media, Press and Public Relations, as well as an Advisor to the Minister. 

He was formerly an analyst for European Stability Initiative (2007-2010) 

and the Executive Director of the Armenian International Policy Research 

Group (2006-2008), where he worked on Armenian-Turkish relations, 

publishing several academic and op-ed articles in Armenia and abroad. He 

holds an MPhil degree in International Relations from the University of 

Cambridge (Chevening Scholar), an MA degree in Classics and a BA 

degree in History from Yerevan State University. His Cambridge thesis 

entitled as ñNATO and the South Caucasusò was published as a monography by the Lambert 

Academic Publishers (Germany) in 2010. He was a 2006 John Smith Fellow from Armenia and a 

World Vision Youth Ambassador from Armenia in 1998.  

 

mailto:A.Kirakossian@mfa.am
mailto:A.Avagyan@mfa.am
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Tel: +374 10 544041 ext. 356  

E-mail: T.Mkrtchyan@mfa.am 

 

Tigran Balayan 

Tigran Balayan is the Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He has 

been working at the Ministry since 2002. Balayan is a graduate of the 

International Relations Faculty of Yerevan State University, from which he 

also received his PhD. He has authored several articles on Turkish-

Armenian normalisation and on Nagorno-Karabakh. He has worked at 

Armenian diplomatic missions in Russia and Belgium. Balayan also teaches 

international relations at Yerevan State University.  

 

Tel: +374 10 544041 ext. 214 

E-mail: T.Balayan@mfa.am 

 

 

Presidential Administration 

 

Vigen Sargsyan 

Vigen Sargsyan is the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Administration of the 

President of Armenia. He is also a key advisor to the President on foreign 

policy issues, accompanying him on most of his foreign visits. 

 

Sargsyan studied at the Yerevan State University Faculty of International 

Relations, the North-West Academy of Civil Service in St. Petersburg, and 

the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in the US. Before being 

appointed to his current post, he worked as advisor to the Speaker of the 

National Assembly, Assistant to the Defence Minister, and Assistant to the President. His thesis 

at Fletcher was entitled ñNagorno Karabagh Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: The Legal 

Frameworkò. Sargsyan also teaches at the American University of Armenia and often appears in 

various international forums. 

 

Tel: +374 10 588712 

E-mail: vsargsyan@president.am 

 

 

Parliament: Representatives from Political Parties 

 

Edward Sharmazanov  

Edward Sharmazanov is a Member of Parliament, the 

Spokesman of the governing Republican Party, and Party 

Secretary in the National Assembly. He is also the Partyôs 

public representative on foreign policy issues. Sharmazanov 

studied at the history faculty of the Armenian State Pedagogical 

Institute and at the Moscow School of Political Studies. In 

2005-2007 he was an aide to the Prime Minister. In 2007 he was 

elected as a Member of Parliament, where he sits on the 

Standing Committee of Social Affairs. 

 

mailto:T.Mkrtchyan@mfa.am
mailto:T.Balayan@mfa.am
mailto:vsargsyan@president.am
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E-mail: eduard.sharmazanov@parliament.am 

 

mailto:eduard.sharmazanov@parliament.am
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Aram Safaryan 

Aram Safaryan is the secretary of the second biggest Parliamentary 

party, Prosperous Armenia, which joined the coalition government 

together with the Republican and Rule of Law parties. Safaryan is 

the person who publicizes the partyôs views on foreign policy. 

Safaryan graduated from the History Faculty of Yerevan State 

University and received his PhD in journalism. He worked in 

academia in the late 1980s and became active in journalism in the 

early 90s. Between 1993 and 1998 he worked at the Foreign Affairs Ministry, first as Press 

Secretary, then as an embassy official in Iran. In 1998 he returned to journalism and to his 

academic post at the University. In 2001-2006 he was Deputy Director for news and public-

political programmes at Prometeus channel, which is now known as the Armenian Second TV 

channel. Safaryan became a Member of Parliament from the Prosperous Armenia party in 2007.  

He is the Chairman of the Standing Committee on the Protection of Human Rights and Public 

Affairs. 

 

E-mail: aram.safaryan@parliament.am 

 

 

Foreign Affairs Committee  

 

Armen Rustamyan  

Armen Rustamyan is the Head of the Standing Committee of 

Foreign Affairs in the National Assembly of Armenia. He 

represents the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF), 

which joined the coalition government of Prosperous Armenia 

and the Republican Party in 2007. After the Presidential 

elections of February 2008 the coalition was revised, opening 

its doors to another party, the Rule of Law. The ARF, having 

already expressed its concerns after the launch of ñfootball 

diplomacyò between Armenia and Turkey, quit the coalition 

on 22 April 2009 after the two sides issued a ñroad mapò to 

normalisation. The ARF vacated all coalition-led posts except the chairmanship of the 

Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Affairs (held by Armen Rustamyan) and the chairmanship 

of the Committee on Defence, National Security and Internal Affairs (held by Hrayr Karapetyan).  

Rustamyan is a physicist by training and a graduate of the P. Loumoumba Moscow University of 

Nationsô Friendship. He worked as a scientist until the early 1990s, when he joined the Armenian 

Revolutionary Federation. As one of a group of ARF members arrested in 1995, he remained in 

prison until 1998. After being released along with most of his party colleagues, he was elected to 

the National Assembly in 1999, becoming Deputy Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 

Relations. In 2003 (and again after 2007 elections) he became the committeeôs chairman. It was 

under Rustamyanôs chairmanship of the Committee that hearings on Armenian-Turkish relations 

were organised in the Armenian Parliament in December 2007 and October 2009. On both 

occasions the views expressed were predominantly hard-line. 

 

E-mail: artakin@parliament.am  

 

mailto:aram.safaryan@parliament.am
mailto:artakin@parliament.am
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Kiro Manoyan  

Giro (or Kiro) Manoyan is a Lebanese-born Armenian. His 

grandparents (from his motherôs side) were originally from 

Harput in Southeast Anatolia. During the 1915 genocide they 

were saved by Turkish friends. Giro Manoyan moved to 

Canada in 1976 and studied political science at Concordia 

University in Montreal. From 1982 to 1989 he served as 

Executive Director of the Armenian National Committee of 

Canada. From 1989 to 1991 he worked as assistant editor of 

the Canadian-Armenian Horizon Weekly, and from 1991 to 

1999 as its editor. 

 

Manoyan currently lives in Yerevan and ï though he is not a member of the Armenian Parliament 

ï is the key spokesman on issues relating to foreign affairs and the ñArmenian causeò for the 

Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF). Manoyan is a regular media presence, often offering 

commentary on Armenian-Turkish relations. 

 

E-mail:  intsec@arf.am  

 

 

Styopa Safaryan  

Safaryan is a founding member of the Heritage Party, one of the 

two opposition parties in the Armenian Parliament. A scientist by 

education, Safaryan majored in geology and geophysics at 

Yerevan State University, simultaneously studying politics and 

local government at the School of Management. In the second half 

of the 1990s he worked at the National Service of Seismic 

Protection. In 1998 he began working at the Management 

Academy. 

 

In 2002 Safaryan joined the Armenian Center of Strategic and National Studies (established by 

former Foreign Affairs Minister Raffi Hovhannissian), where he authored several dozen articles 

in the area of conflict studies.  

 

Elected to Parliament in 2007 as a founding member of the Heritage Party, Safaryan soon became 

the partyôs secretary and ï as of September 2009 ï head of its parliamentary faction. He is also a 

member of two parliamentary committees ï Foreign Relations and European Integration. 

Safaryanôs party has emerged as one of the fiercest critics the Armenian-Turkish rapprochement 

process and the normalisation protocols. 

 

E-mail: ssafaryan@parliament.am 

 

 

mailto:intsec@arf.am
mailto:ssafaryan@parliament.am
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Extra-Parliamentary Opposition: Armenian National Congress  

 

The Armenian National Congress is a political movement led by former (1991-1998) president 

Levon Ter Petrosyan. The ANC was launched in May 2008 after the February 2008 presidential 

elections (in which Ter Petrosyan placed second with 21% of the vote) and the ensuing violence 

(which saw 10 deaths and hundreds of arrests of opposition members). The ANC comprises 

around 20 political parties and movements. Its main goal is to force the government to step down 

and hold new elections. It is the strongest opposition force outside Parliament. 

 

Levon Zurabyan 

Levon Zurabyan, Ter Petrosyanôs former press secretary, is the 

Coordinator of the ANC. Following Ter Petrosyanôs ouster, 

Zurabyan received a Muskie Fellowship to study towards an 

MA in International Relations at Columbia University. After 

returning to Armenia he became an analyst for the International 

Crisis Group where ï among other things ï he conducted 

research on Nagorno Karabakh. After Ter Petrosyanôs return to 

politics in September 2007, Zurabyan left his ICG position and 

joined the ANC. Zurabyan often represents the ANCôs positions 

on Armenian-Turkish relations. 

 

E-mail: levonar@gmail.com  

mailto:levonar@gmail.com
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NGOs 

 
Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) 

 

 

Established in 2007, Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) is the institutional successor of the 

Eurasia Foundation (EF) that operated in Armenia since 1995.  EF/EPF launched its Armenia-

Turkey Dialogue and Cooperation program in 2006, supporting bilateral independent 

research, conferences and discussions, and other types of cross-border partnership programs. 

Since summer 2007, EPF has supported more than a dozen grant projects to help Armenian 

organizations establish cross-border links with their counterparts in Turkey (EF/EPF initially 

acted as a donor in this area but later engaged in project implementation.)ò  
 

EPF has provided funding for Armenia-Turkey projects to organisations such as the ICHD, 

AIPRG, the Yerevan Press Club, Patker Photo LLC, the Analytical Center for Globalization and 

Regional Cooperation, the Urban Sustainable Development Foundation and the Youth Academy. 

EPF has focused on three main areas: (a) support for cultural projects; (b) research; (c) exchange 

visits of eminent journalists and opinion-makers (retired officials, academicians, etc.) to Armenia 

and Turkey. 

 

In October 2010, EPF, the Union of Manufacturers and Businessmen (UMBA), Yerevan Press 

Club (YPC), and the International Center for Human Development (ICHD) - which have formed 

a quadrilateral consortium to engage in joint programming in the context of Armenia-Turkey 

relations- won the USAID tender with a proposal titled Support to Armenia-Turkey 

Rapprochement. The proposal foresees work on three priority areas: business partnerships, civil 

society, and informal inter-governmental dialogue. Changes in the operating environment will be 

adapted to through an open-door grants pool to support innovative ideas in any area related to the 

process of rapprochement. This work will span until September 2012 and has a budget of nearly 

2.5 million USD.  

 

 

Cultural projects  
In 2007 and 2008 ï as part of a project entitled ñMusical Bridge across the Armenia-Turkey 

Borderò ïEPF supported the Armenian Komitas State Quartetôs visit and concert in Turkey and 

the reciprocal visit of the Bosphorus Quartet to Armenia. In 2008 it supported concerts (and a 

master class in Istanbul) by Eduard Tadevosyan from the Komitas State Quartet and Cihat Askin, 

a renowned Turkish violinist. 

 

In July and December 2008 EFP and the Turkish Anadolu Kultur organised workshops for 

Turkish-Armenian filmmakers. These included a visit by Turkish film professionals and 

journalists to Yerevan.  

 

The participants of the first visit included Azize Tan, Director of the Istanbul International Film 

Festival; Cigdem Mater, Anadolu Kultur Cultural Center Coordinator; Alin Tasciyan, film critic 

and FIPRESCI jury member; Janet Baris, film journalist; Evrim Kaya, film journalist; and film 

directors Mehmet Binay, Arin Inan Arslan, Seyfettin Tokmak, and Melek Ulagay Taylan. 
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Participants of the second visit (in December) included Cigdem Mater, journalist Lusin Dink, 

cinema journalist Alin Tasciyan, and film directors Ezel Akay, Mujde Arslan, Inan Arslan, 

Senem Tuzen, Zeynep Guzel, Eylem Kaftan, Firat Mancuhans, Sibil Cekmen and Cem 

Oztufekci..  

 

In December 2008 Eurasia, the American University of Armenia and Anadolu Kultur supported a 

photo exhibition by Osman Koker entitled ñArmenians in Turkey 100 Years Agoò. 
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Research 
Migration Study 

In 2009 EPF commissioned Alin Ozinian to research the situation of Armenian migrants working 

in Turkey. The research, entitled ñIdentifying the State of Armenian Migrants in Turkeyò was 

conducted from April to August 2009 with support from the government of Norway. Ozinianôs 

report is available at: 

http://epfound.am/files/epf_migration_report_feb_2010_final_march_5_1.pdf  

 

Media Study 

Supported by the Norwegian government and USAID and implemented in partnership with the 

Istanbul-based Global Political Trends Center (GPoT), the ñReducing Media Bias in Armenia 

and Turkeyò project featured a pair of research papers on the media coverage of Armenian-

Turkish relations in Turkey and Armenia. Both papers were published online in October 2009. 

The report on media coverage in Armenia, entitled ñCoverage of Armenian-Turkish Relations 

and Turkey in Armenian Media in 2006-2009ò, is available at 

http://epfound.am/files/cjteam_research_report_final_english.pdf  

 

The report on media coverage in Turkey is available at http://epfound.am/files/gpot_analysis.pdf  

 

Visits 
In October 2009 Eurasia and the Hrant Dink Foundation organised a visit by Armenian 

journalists to Bursa for the second leg of the football world qualifying match between Armenia 

and Turkey (on 14 October). The Armenian journalists who participated in the programme 

included Boris Navasardyan (Yerevan Press Club), Petros Ghazaryan, (Kentron TV), Yuri 

Manvelyan (editor of the tert.am news website), Ruben Markaryan (editor of Yerkir weekly), 

Hakob Chakryan (Azg), Anna Israyelyan (Aravot daily), Tatul Hakobyan (Armenian Reporter), 

Levon Barseghyan (Asparez Journalists Club, Gyumri). 

 

Two months later, on 17-20 December 2009, EPF organised a visit by Turkish journalists to 

Armenia. The group met with the Armenian journalists who had earlier come to Turkey, spoke 

with Armenian officials (including the Minister of Foreign Affairs), held press conferences and 

gave a number of interviews. The Turkish participants were Ferhat Boratav (CNN Turk), Kadri 

Gursel (Milliyet), Ozgur Ulusoy (Cumhuriyet), Senay Yildiz (Aksam), Ipek Yezdani (Milliyet), 

David Judson (Hurriyet Daily News), Bilge Eser (Sabah), Irem Koker (Hurriyet), Gokce Aytulu 

(Referans) and Markar Esayan (Taraf), as well as Mensur Akgun, Sylvia Tiryaki and Can Yirik 

(from the Global Political Trends Center (GPoT)). 

  

On 25-27 March 2010 EPF and GPoT organised a high-level visit by retired Turkish officials and 

top journalists to Armenia. The group included Yalim Eralp (ex-spokesman of the Turkish MFA 

and former Principal Advisor to Prime Ministers Mesut Yilmaz and Tansu Ciller); Sadi Erguvenc 

(retired Lieutenant General of the Turkish Air Force, former head of the Intelligence Department 

at the National Security Council Secretariat and the Strategy and Force Planning Division at the 

General Staff); Mehmet Ali Birand, (executive editor of CNN Turk and Kanal D anchorman); 

Erdal Guven (columnist at Radikal); Sami Kohen (columnist at Milliyet); Anna Turay (Group 7 

Public Relations); and Dilhan Deniz Kilislioglu (journalist at CNN Turk). 

 

On 8-11 July nine opinion makers and media professionals from Armenia visited Turkey to 

discuss with Turkish counterparts the entire range of recent developments in Armenia-Turkey 

relations. On July 8
th
, the group participated in a conference entitled óTurkey-Armenia Policy 

http://epfound.am/files/epf_migration_report_feb_2010_final_march_5_1.pdf
http://www.gpotcenter.org/
http://epfound.am/files/cjteam_research_report_final_english.pdf
http://epfound.am/files/gpot_analysis.pdf
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Discussionsô and discussed the acceleration of the civil society dialogue to address the current 

diplomatic impasse in bilateral relations.  On the second day of the visit, the group was in Ankara 

to meet with several senior Turkish officials: Feridun Sinirlioĵlu, the Director-General of the 

Turkish Foreign Ministry who spoke on the current situation in Turkish-Armenian relations and 

explained the Ministry's vision in carrying the relationship forward; Suat Kēnēklēoĵlu, MP (AKP), 

Deputy Director of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Spokesperson for Parliament's Foreign 

Relations Commission, and Yaĸar Yakēĸ, MP (AKP), former Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

ambassador. Mr. Kēnēklēoĵlu and Mr. Yakēĸ also briefed the group on the government's activities 

and stance on Armenian-Turkish rapprochement and answered questions from the Armenian 

journalists and experts.   

 

In September 2010 Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) together with Istanbul-based Global 

Political Trends Center (GPoT) held a two workshops entitled ñTalks on Turkey/Armeniaò for 

Armenian and Turkish journalists ( 15 from each country) covering history, culture, political and 

social structures of modern Turkey and Armenia. Turkish and Armenian experts traveled to 

Yerevan and Istanbul both to make presentations at the workshops and to give interviews to 

foreign page editors of leading newspapers and TV channels. The Yerevan workshop took place 

on 2-5 September with lectures delivered by Zafer Yörük (Lecturer of Media and Politics at Izmir 

University of Economics) and Behlül Özkan (Lecturer of Foreign Policy at Bogazici University 

in Istanbul). The topic was óNuts-and-bolts of Turkish domestic politics: the mechanisms, the 

power, the party system.ô  In Istanbul on September 20-22, Armenian experts Heghine Manasyan 

(Country Director for Caucasus Research Resource Center), and Hovhannes Hovhannisyan 

(Associate Professor of Theology, Yerevan State University) delivered lectures on Armenia for 

the Turkish journalists. Coverage of this event available at:  

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/n.php?n=armenia8217s-european-perpectives-2010-09-23 

 

On 7-10 October EPF brought five Turkish tour operators to Armenia for a four day 

familiarization tour and also held a special workshop meeting with Armenian tour operators on 

October 8
th
. On 4-9 November, Armenian tour operators and media representatives (13 persons in 

total) paid a return trip to the Eastern parts of Turkey to get to know the region. A workshop 

meeting with Turkish counterparts was held in Van on 6 November.  

 

On 28 June 2010, EPF announced a call for proposals to produce video reports about Turkey and 

a series of interviews with political figures and opinion-makers in Turkey.  The winning team 

(Yerkir Media TV) was identified and contracted in the end of July.  The finalized video reports 

were submitted to EPF in late-September 2010. Four short films were broadcasted in November 

2010 on Yerkir Media TV channel and 4 talk shows were organized following the broadcast of 

those films.  

One of the last EPF activities in 2010 was the 3-day joint meeting (Armenia-Turkey Policy 

Discussions) held 22-24 November in Yerevan in which Armenian and Turkish experts wrapped 

up the year by evaluating the completed projects and their influence on the Turkey-Armenia 

dialogue process. The second and third days of the meetings were mostly devoted to the design of 

the future steps and follow-up activities. The participants broke into 4 groups to discuss the four 

major legs of the future programs, namely state-to-state relations, business development, civil 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/n.php?n=armenia8217s-european-perpectives-2010-09-23
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society and media, and open dialogue projects. Petros Ghazaryan from Kentron TV hosted GPoT 

Director Dr. Mensur Akgun as a guest on his TV talk show.  

 

 

Eurasia Partnership Foundation Staff 

 

Gevorg Ter-Gabrielyan (Country Director) 

 

Ter-Gabrielyan joined EPF with over 18 years of experience in the private, 

public and NGO sectors. He was previously Senior Policy Advisor and 

Eurasia Programmeme Manager for International Alert in London and the 

Deputy Director of the Center for Regional Research in Yerevan. He has 

taught courses on politics and economics with a focus on the Caucasus and the 

United States at both Yerevan State University and Bowling Green State University in Ohio. He 

has also worked as a business consultant in Moscow. Ter-Gabrielyan holds a PhD from Moscow 

State University in Turkic Linguistics, a Masters Degree in Society and Politics from Lancaster 

University, and a Masters in Public Administration from Bowling Green State University.  

E-mail: gtergabrielyan@epfound.am 

 

 

Vazgen Karapetyan (Associate Country Director) 

 

Vazgen Karapetyan joined EPF in 1998 as a Programme Coordinator for the 

newly established South Caucasus Cooperation Programme. In 2003-2004 he 

studied at the Department of Public Policy at the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill under the Hubert Humphrey Fellowship Programme. Before re-joining the 

Foundation in 2006, he worked as Programme Manager with Catholic Relief Services in 

Armenia. Karapetyan is a graduate of the Yerevan State Medical Institute. He also holds an MA 

in Political Science and International Relations from the American University of Armenia. He is 

a member of Transparency Internationalôs Anti-Corruption Center (Board Member since 2006).  

E-mail: vkarapetyan@epfound.am 

 

Artak Shakaryan 

Artak Shakaryan joined the Foundation in 2009 as a Programme Manager for 

the newly established ñMutual Bias and Objectivity in the Media of Armenia 

and Turkeyò and ñArmenian Labour Migration in Turkeyò projects. Prior to 

joining EPF, he held leading positions at the Armenian National Academy of 

Sciences and the Ministry of Sport and Youth Issues. He has a BA and an MA 

in Turkish Studies from Yerevan State University and a Ph.D. in Ottoman Studies from the 

Armenian National Academy of Sciences. Shakaryan is fluent in Turkish. As a Turkologist he 

often appears at press or academic conferences to talk about developments in Armenian-Turkish 

relations. He also publishes commentary on the subject on his blog, 

http://www.blog.co.uk/user/sugartak/ (in English) and http://www.turkaget.wordpress.com/ (in 

Armenian and Russian).   

E-mail: ashakaryan@epfound.am 

 

Eurasia Partnership Foundation 
56 Zarobyan Str. 

mailto:gtergabrielyan@epfound.am
mailto:vkarapetyan@epfound.am
http://www.blog.co.uk/user/sugartak/
http://www.turkaget.wordpress.com/
mailto:ashakaryan@epfound.am
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0009, Yerevan - Armenia.  

 

Tel: +374 10 586095,  

Fax: +374 10 586096 

E-mail: info@epfound.am 

mailto:info@epfound.am
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Yerevan Press Club (YPC) 

 

The Yerevan Press Club (YPC) was founded in July 1995, the first-ever 

professional association of journalists in post-communist Armenia. (Most of 

Armenian journalists are members.) YPC is one of the leading organisations 

promoting and fighting for media freedoms in Armenia. It has been involved in 

Armenia-Turkey rapprochement efforts since early 2000. 

 

In 2001 and 2002-2003 YPC teamed up with the Union of Turkish Journalists, the People's 

Foundation of Turkey, and the Diplomatic Correspondents Association to implement an 

exchange programme for journalists. It included mutual visits to Yerevan, Ankara, Stepanakert 

(Nagorno-Karabakh) and Istanbul, as well as discussions and media coverage.   

 

In 2007-2009 the YPC implemented another project, ñArmenian-Turkish Team Reportingò, 

which covered media monitoring, media coverage, workshops, visits (to Armenia and Turkey) 

and publications. Support was provided by the Eurasia Partnership Foundation. The participants 

involved were Janna Andreasyan (168 Hours newspaper), Marina Andreasyan 

(PanArmenian.net), Ashot Soghomonyan (Aravot daily), Levon Barseghyan (Shrjapat), Vercihan 

Ziflioglu (Turkish Daily News), Berivan Tapan (Cumhurriyet), Nagehan Alci (Aksam) and 

Mustafa Akyol (Star). 

 

On 13-15 September the Yerevan Press Club (YPC) together with Yeni Nesil Journalists Union 

(Azerbaijan), by  the support of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF), organized a seminar 

on ñThe Role of Mass Media in the Karabakh conflict and fostering regional security and 

cooperationò in Istanbul, Turkey. In addition to Armenian and Azerbaijani participants, there 

were invitees from Turkey, Georgia, Russia, Germany. Ipek Yezdani from TRT Turk presented 

Turkish mediaôs discussions about the Caucasus conflicts. From Armenia, participants included 

YPC, ñAravotò daily and panorama.am news website representatives.  

 

Boris Navasardian is the President of the Yerevan Press Club. Having 

studied journalism in Rostov on Don (Russia), his home town, 

Navasardian worked with several Russian-language Armenian 

newspapers (including Komsomolets, Respublika Armenii and Zerkalo) 

between 1979 and 1995. In 1995 he founded the YPC. An optimistic 

supporter of the normalisation process, he recently declared: 

ñMaybe the first round has ended but it does not mean that there will not 

be other ones which may be more successful. Today we are in the phase 

when the difficulties which impeded the two countries to reach the 

desirable result are being analyzed. One of our goals will be to analyze 

the past one and a half years and try to come forth with certain initiatives 

which will help to carry out the coming rounds more effectively.ò 

E-mail: boris@ypc.am 

 

Yerevan Press Club (YPC) 

9B, Ghazar Parpetsi str.  

0002 Yerevan - Armenia  

 

Tel: +374 10 53 00 67; 53 35 41; 53 76 62  

Fax: +374 10 53 56 61 

mailto:boris@ypc.am
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E-mail: pressclub@ypc.am  

Web: www.ypc.am  

 

mailto:pressclub@ypc.am
http://www.ypc.am/
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International Center for Human Development (ICHD) 

 

Established in March 2000, the International Center for 

Human Development (ICHD or the Center) is one of the 

best-known think tanks in the Caucasus. In 2007 ICHD 

became a member of the Policy Association for an Open 

Society (PASOS), a network of policy centres in Central 

and Eastern Europe and Central Asia. The annual turnover 

of the Center (as of 2009-2010) totals over 1.5 million USD. The Global Think Tank Index 

ranked ICHD among the top 25 think tanks in Eastern Europe in 2008
 
and among the top 30 in 

Central and Eastern Europe in 2009. 

 

The ICHD conducts research on topics like anti-corruption, migration, economic planning, and 

Armenia-diaspora relations. It was the main Armenian think tank involved in Armenian-Turkish 

track-two diplomacy initiated in early 2000 and supervised by the Center for Global Peace at the 

American University (with the financial support of the US State Department). The ICHD has 

implemented the following Armenia-Turkey related projects. 

 

 2001-2003:  Leadership Development and Capacity building in the Caucasus; training for 

100 individuals in Yerevan, Vienna, Paris, New York, Prague, Saint Petersburg and 

Athens 

 2001-2002: Virtual Agricultural Wholesale Market (VAWM), exhibition (Gyumri) and 

website launch 

 2002-2003: Regional Economic Working Group; two conferences in Istanbul 

 2003-2004: Business Leaders; conferences and workshops in Shirak, Lori and Istanbul 

 2003-2004: Marketing Network of the Caucasus, MANEC; business consultancy website 

launch 

 

In 2009, the ICHD organised a series of fourteen town hall discussions across Armenia on the 

future of Armenian-Turkish relations (detailed information in Armenian is available online). The 

project was supported by the Eurasia Partnership Foundation. 

 

In April 2010 the ICHD signed a Memorandum of Cooperation on normalizing Armenian-

Turkish relations with three partners: the Union of Manufacturers and Businessmen (Employers) 

of Armenia (UMB(E)A), the Yerevan Press Club (YPC), and the Eurasia Partnership Foundation.  

 

Following the town hall meetings held in 2009, from April 2010 onwards, ICHD held six town 

hall meetings in Armenia taking up issues of public interest and concern to both Turkey and Armenia.  

For more information on the townhall meetings and the Bridge project activities which will continue until 
December 2010 please visit:   http://ichd.org/?com=module&module=static&id=502 

The ICHD has two publications on Armenian-Turkish relations: 

 

 

 

http://www.pasos.org/
http://www.pasos.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Europe
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Armenian-Turkish Track 2 Diplomacy Projects: Assessment of Best Practices 

 

This publication discusses the successes and failures of Track Two 

Diplomacy projects between Armenia and Turkey since 2001 and suggests a 

list of recommendations for interested stakeholders. 

Available online at http://www.ichd.org/download.php?f=374&fc=Download  

 

 

 

 

 

Unsilencing the Past 

Published in Armenian by the ICHD, David Philipsô Unsilencing the Past is a 

personal account of the Turkish-Armenian track-two projects initiated by the 

US State Department in early 2000. The main emphasis is on the biggest and 

most spoken-about project of that period, the Turkish-Armenian Reconciliation 

Commission (TARC). The presentation of the Armenian translation of the 

book in Yerevan took place on 4 February 2010. 

TARC was founded in 2001 July in Geneva, with oversight of its activities 

entrusted to David Philips, a State Department official with experience in track two diplomacy in 

Turkey and Cyprus. The core of the commissionôs work consisted of meetings and heated 

discussions on border opening, and economic and cultural relations. It was the issue of the 

Armenian genocide, however, that proved most divisive, undermining progress at nearly every 

turn.   

 

Members of TARC were: 

Gunduz Aktan (Ankara), Ustun Erguder (Istanbul), Sadi Erguvenc (Istanbul), Ozdem Sanberk 

(Istanbul), Ilter Turkmen (Istanbul), Alexander Arzoumanian (Yerevan), David Hovhannissian 

(Yerevan), Van Z. Krikorian (New York) and Andranik Migranian (Moscow). 

 

The Armenian version of the book is available at: 

http://www.ichd.org/download.php?f=387&fc=Download  

 

For a review of the book, go to 

http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=322&debate_ID=2&slide_ID=22 

 

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the ICHD is former Prime Minister Armen Darbinyan. 

Tevan Poghosyan the ICHDôs Executive Director since its establishment in 2000. 
 

In 2001 Poghosyan also became executive director of the Armenian 

Atlantic Association. In 2002 he started lecturing on Conflict 

Management and Leadership at the Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) 

University. From 1997 to 1999 he served as Director of the Nagorno 

Karabakh Public Affairs Office in the US. From 1996 till 1997 he 

worked at the Central Bank of Armenia. Poghosyan graduated from the Political Science 

Department of the American University of Armenia in 1996 and from the Computer Science 

Department of Yerevan State Engineering University in 1994.  The Armenian-Turkish border, 

http://www.ichd.org/download.php?f=374&fc=Download
http://www.ichd.org/download.php?f=387&fc=Download
http://www.esiweb.org/index.php?lang=en&id=322&debate_ID=2&slide_ID=22
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Poghosyan recently remarked, ñis more than about Turkey-Armenia; it will be a route opening up 

to the region.ò
6
 E-mail: tpoghosyan@ichd.org 

 

Internation al Center for Human Development 

19 Sayat Nova Ave.,  

0001, Yerevan ï Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 10 582638, +374 10 528321 

Fax: +374 10 527082 

E-mail: mail@ichd.org  

                                                           

6
ESI Interview with Tevan Poghosyan 

mailto:tpoghosyan@ichd.org
mailto:mail@ichd.org
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Center for Proposing Non-Traditional Conflict Resolution Methods (CCPNTCRM) 

 

CCPNTCRM was founded in December 1999 and registered as an 

NGO in 2001. Its activities are focused on the six countries of the 

wider Caucasian region: Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Russia, 

Turkey and Iran. The Center has been examining the principal causes 

of the conflicts in the Caucasus and seeks to find ways to prevent them. 

It has advanced its mission through (a) regional integration and peace-

building initiatives and (b) regional economic cooperation (business and conflict) initiatives. 

 

CCPNTCRM was one of the organisers of the 2002 Mayors of the Region project, which saw 

mayors from Turkey (Kars, Erzurum, Igdir and Artvin), Armenia (Gyumri, Vanadzor, Ijevan and 

Artik) Azerbaijan (Gyanja, Aghstava and Ghazakh) and  Georgia (Ninotsminda, Akhakalaki, 

Akhaltsekha and Marneuli) attend meetings, discussions and training seminars in Kars and 

Gyumri.  

 

In 2007 the Centerôs representatives participated in the Kars Forum, showcasing cheese and fish 

from Armenia (Gyumri). CCPNTCRM later implemented a project called ñCaucasian Cheeseò, 

organising a cheese exhibition in Gyumri in May 2008. The fair was attended by cheese 

producers from Turkey, Azerbaijan, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno Karabakh, Armenia and 

Georgia. The Caucasian Cheese, produced in Kars and Gyumri, is sold in limited quantities in 

Turkey (Kars), Georgia (Tbilisi, Javakheti) and Armenia (Gyumri, Yerevan). 

 

Artyush Mkrtchyan (in the photo with the ñPeace 

Cheeseò producers), formerly an adviser to the Prime 

Minister of Armenia and since 1999 the Executive 

Director of CCPNTCRM, has been actively involved 

in promoting reconciliation and normalisation with 

Turkey. Mkrtchyan studied at the Yerevan Polytechnic 

Institute, the Gyumri branch of the Yerevan 

Economics Institute and attended the Tbilisi Arts 

Academy. In the 1980s and early 1990s he worked in 

the industrial sector. In 1994 he co-founded the Style 

Arts Museum, Armeniaôs first private fine arts museum. In 1999 he became Executive Director 

of the Gyumri Development Foundation. 

 

Mkrtchyan has published articles on conflict resolution and conflict 

prevention. He has also participated in many bilateral projects with 

Turkey, including businessmenôs forums, journalist exchanges, student 

visits, and the joint cheese production initiative.  

 

E-mail: gdf@web.am,  

Web: caucasuscenter@web.am 

 

 

mailto:gdf@web.am
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CCPNTCRM has organised (or participated in) the following Armenia-Turkey related initiatives: 

 

 December 2001 - November 2002: ñVirtual Agricultural Wholesale Market and Fairò 

sponsored by American University, Center for Global Peace 

 March - May 2003: ñPeace at home, peace in the worldò training sessions for teachers and 

schoolchildren in Gyumri, sponsored by the US Embassy  

 September 2003 - December 2003: ñFriendly Caucasus 1ò training for Armenian, 

Turkish, Azeri journalists, sponsored by ICCO-Interchurch Organisation for Development 

Co-operation 

 May - December 2004: ñFriendly Caucasus 2ò training for Armenian, Turkish, Azeri and 

Georgian journalists and NGO leaders, sponsored by the Council of Europeôs Confidence 

Building Measures programmeme  

 2004: ñCaucasus Business Directoryò, sponsored by American University - Center for 

Global Peace  

 2007: Business Forum, Kars  

 2007: ñWe are in the Same Boatò, European Youth Foundation, study camp for 

Armenian, Azerbaijani, Georgian and Turkish disabled young people from orphanages  

 2008: European Youth Foundation, Contact Making and Information seminars for 

Armenian and Turkish Youth Leaders and Youth Workers 

 2008-2009: Caucasian Cheese, US Embassy in Armenia, International Alert 

 2008: Caucasian Cheese presentations in Yerevan, Tbilisi, Gyumri, Kars, Kingôs College 
London (Caucasus Business and Development Network), European Security Institute 

(CBDN), various European embassies in Ankara (CBDN) 

 2009-2010: Caucasian Bouquet of Wines, US Embassy in Yerevan, International Alert  

 2010: ñCheese Diplomacyò, enlarging public dialogue and cooperation space in the 
Caucasian region with new players in the peace process, Black Seat Trust 

 

See the 22 May 2008 article on the Caucasian Cheese (ñCheese and Politicsò) in The Economist 

http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?Story_ID=E1_TTQTNJNV  

 

Caucasian Center for Proposing Non-Traditional Conflict Resolution Methods 

(CCPNTCRM) 

12 Gai Street 

3104, Gyumri - Armenia 

 

Tel: +374 312 46044 

Fax: +374 312 46044 

E-mail: caucasuscenter@web.am  

 

 

http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?Story_ID=E1_TTQTNJNV
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Arm enian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG)  

 

The Armenian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG) is 

an NGO that researches and encourages the discussion of public 

policy issues in Armenia.  AIPRG targets research in areas of 

economic and public policy critical for Armeniaôs development.  

 

AIPRG reaches out to its target audiences through many programmes and activities. The Group 

organises conferences and workshops, engages in research through grant programmes, supports 

public-private sector debate, publishes an academic journal, and disseminates relevant research. 

 

In 2006-07 AIRPG took up the issue of the economic consequences of the Armenian-Turkish 

border opening by supporting research projects and holding discussion events. In January 2007 

the research findings and other papers were presented at an AIPRG-organised international 

conference entitled ñSocial-Economic Consequences of opening Armenia-Turkey Borderò. All 

papers are available online at:  http://www.aiprg.net/en/content/29/#Turkey-Armenia 

 

In December 2006 AIPRG held meetings with TESEV at the Caucasus Research Resources 

Center (CRRC) in Yerevan to discuss the obstacles to Armenia-Turkey normalisation. 

 

In 2007 AIPRG presented the findings of its research in Armenia (in the border regions) and in 

Turkey (in Istanbul and Ankara, in cooperation with ARI Movement and the TABDC). The 

Turkish press covered the AIPRG visit quite thoroughly (see 

http://www.aiprg.net/UserFiles/File/Media_reactions.pdf) 

 

Arman Gabrielyan is the Executive Director of the AIPRG. Konstantin Atanesyan is one of the 

founding members of the AIPRG and a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

Armenian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG) - Washington DC  

P.O. Box 28179 

Washington, DC 20038-9998 - USA 

Tel: +1 202 458-2589, +1 202 623-4327;  

Fax: +1 202 522-3124 

E-mail: info@aiprg.net;  

 

Armenian I nternational Policy Research Group (AIPRG) - Yerevan 

Armenian State University of Economics, Room 202 

128 Nalbandyan Str 

25, Yerevan - Armenia 

E-mail: arman.gabrielyan@yahoo.com 

Konstantin Atanesyan 

Senior Evaluation Officer, IEGCR 

Tel: +1 202 458-2589 

Fax: +1 202 522-3124  

E-mail: katanesyan@worldbank.org  

Web: www.worldbank.org/IEG  

 

http://www.aiprg.net/en/content/29/#Turkey-Armenia
http://www.aiprg.net/UserFiles/File/Media_reactions.pdf
mailto:info@aiprg.net
mailto:arman.gabrielyan@yahoo.com
mailto:katanesyan@worldbank.org
http://www.worldbank.org/IEG
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Caucasus Center of Peace-Making Init iatives (CCPMI) 

 

The Caucasus Center of Peace-Making Initiatives 

(CCPMI) is best known for its Armenian-Turkish and Armenian-Azerbaijani film festivals. 

CCPMI was established in 1997 in Yerevan and officially registered in 2002. It aims to 

consolidate social demand for peace and restoration of good-neighbourly relations in the South 

Caucasus and to promote the settlement of ñfrozenò conflicts on the basis of human rights and 

freedoms. CCPMI organises public awareness activities, discussions, meetings, conferences and 

performances.    

 

First and Second "23,5" Turkish Films Festivals in Armenia  

CCPMI has organised Turkish Film Festivals in Armenia in 2009 and in 2010. In March 2009 the 

ñ23.5ò festival was held at the ñMoscowò cinema in the heart of Yerevan. The festival featured 7 

Turkish short films in the animation, theatre and documentary genres (these were shown together, 

lasting over 90 minutes). The event was sponsored by the British Embassy in Yerevan. 

 

The second festival was organised on 25-27 

March 2010. It received support from the British 
Embassy in Yerevan, the Turkish-Armenian weekly 

Agos was a media supporter of the project.Seventy-

seven short films were submitted from Turkish 

cities ranging from Ankara to Izmir for inclusion 

in the 2010 festival ï ten were chosen and 

featured (with Armenian sub-titles or English 

voiceovers). The Festival was held at the Business 

Center of the American University in Armenia.  

 

 

Earlier in February 2008 Georgi Vanyan (see 

below) had attempted to organise the first ever Turkish film festival in Armenia. The would-be 

organiser, the Center of Peace-Making Initiatives, faced organisational and political difficulties, 

however, and was unable to realize the event.  

 
















































































































































































































