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Winter High Noon — The fight for democratic Georgia

29 December

Dear friends,

Within the next few days, until 29 December, European governments will need to take a
position in one of the most dramatic confrontations of 2024, in a months-long bitter struggle to
preserve a European democracy: Who is the president of Georgia?

Their policy response will answer the big strategic question put to European democracies today:
Will they accept a new division of Europe, where a candidate country for EU accession, a
member of the Council of Europe, joins Belarus as a new People’s Republic, formally
independent, but in reality, a Russian satellite? Where Georgia disappears in Putin’s sphere of
influence? Where all access to the Southern Caucasus is controlled by Moscow? Where the EU
loses an EU candidate, with a pro-European population, through passivity?

It is not Georgian democrats, marching in the cold, braving threats and violence, who are
passive. It is those to whom they look for support, in Berlin, Paris or Warsaw. There are things
European governments can do, now, before 29 December. There are many things European
governments have not done. Not one prime minister, not one foreign minister, has come to
Thilisi to express support for the pro-European demonstrators. The only EU prime minister who
visited was Viktor Orban, who advanced his own (and Vladimir Putin’s) illiberal agenda.
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While European parliamentarians, from Strasbourg to Vilnius, have been active, and very clear
on what is at stake, governments have played hide and seek. Hiding behind other institutions,
hiding behind each other, hiding behind other world events. Confused and unprepared for the
question that may soon be asked: “Who lost Georgian democracy?” Or the question that should
be asked now: “How to defend Georgian democracy?”

At the centre of the current Georgian drama are three individuals: Bidzina, the multibillionaire
Georgian Dream party founder, pulling the strings in the country since 2012, also a French
citizen who has been given the Legion of Honor by French president Macron. Irakli, his prime
minister, who holds a doctorate in law from the University of Disseldorf in Germany. And
Salome, the president, born in Paris to Georgian political refugees, elected 2018, and vowing
to defend Georgian democracy.

Georgian ruling pa rty founder "By the way, I'm not going anywhere, I'm always
. . asked this - I'm here and I'll be here and I'm here
vows to ban opposition at final and I'll be here, because this country definitely
pre-election rally ngeds a legitimate jnstit}l{ion at th.is m?ment -
said Salome Zurabishvili @Zourabichvili_S

By Lucy Papachristou and Felix Light

October 23, 2024 9:44 PM GMT+2 - Updated a month ago
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Bidzina (Ivanishvili) — Salome (Zourabichvili)

For many weeks now, there have been daily mass demonstrations across Georgia. People have
refused to accept the alleged election victory of Georgian Dream in the most recent October
2024 parliamentary elections, which saw massive intimidation, violations of rules and
manipulation, all established by international and local election observers. Demonstrators have
demanded new, free, and fair elections. In recent days, more than 100,000 of them protested
each evening only in Thilisi. They face serious violence, mass arrests and threats of long prison
sentences. But they keep turning out.

Irakli, the prime minister, has threatened these protestors. He announced that “liberal” civil
society organisations will be closed down (targeted threats and previous arrests make this very
credible). He declared recently:

“The central expression of all this is what can be termed liberal fascism. We have achieved
a significant victory against liberal fascism in our country. However, liberal fascism in
Georgia must ultimately be defeated ... Liberal fascism is attempting to infiltrate every
sector-politics, media, culture and the education system. It began in universities and now
they are even trying to extend their reach into schools. Liberal fascism damages people’s
psyche in the same way Bolshevism did exactly a century ago. This underscores the need
for a firm and principled stance in our confrontation with liberal fascism.”

He has warned the leaders of the opposition, who boycott the new parliament (and some of
whom have been arrested already). He threatened president Salome this week with arrest.
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Let's see where Salome Zurabishvili will s e ot

continue her life, behind or outside bars.. 06330 3055600

Irakli’s warnings (Irakli Kobakhidze)

@  Katie Shoshiashvili &
@KShoshiashvili

#BREAKING: President @Zourabichvili_S has
given Bidzina Ivanishvili a one-week deadline,
until December 29, to announce new elections.
She has also invited him and his “authorities” to
the presidential palace to discuss the details.

Post libersetzen

19:26 - 22.12.24 - 38,6K Mal angezeigt

Salome’s deadline (Salome Zourabishvili)

At this moment, the position of Bidzina, the billionaire, and Irakli, the prime minister he
supports, is uncompromising: there will be no negotiations with the opposition. The laws are in
place to put opponents in jail. More repressive laws have been going through parliament,
inspired by Russia. Arrests of opposition leaders and protestors, massive violence against them,
continue. Those who, on the side of Georgian Dream, are sanctioned by other countries (the
US, the UK) are rewarded by the party with money, decorations and promotions.

In the end, so the bet of Bidzina and Irakli, the world will recognize the new parliament, a new
government and a new president, just as Russia, China and Orban’s Hungary have already done.
And as Bidzina_announced already on the eve of the October 2024 elections, Georgian Dream
will then ban opposition parties for ,,the war crimes committed against the population of
Georgia.” Georgia will turn into a country without an opposition and independent civil society.
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Victims of violence — thousands have been arrested

And yet, the leaders of Georgian Dream are also nervous. The demonstrations, calling for new
and fair elections, have not grown weaker. Serious repression, arrests, threats of years in prison
and police brutality have not reduced the size of the crowds.

Every evening, for weeks now: calling on European democracies to help

President Salome has lent the protests and the multi-party alliance of opposition parties a
recognisable face and a strong voice. She meets leaders around Europe. She met Macron and
Trump in Paris at the reopening of Notre Dame. She was invited to speak at the European
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Parliament in Strasbourg. Salome represents the last public institution which the protestors and
opposition respect. But her regular term in office ends this December, on the 28th.

Importantly, in recent weeks the president, the opposition alliance and the protestors have come
together around a clear set of concrete demands:

There must be new, free, and fair elections. This is non-negotiable.

It must be ensured that these elections will be truly free and fair (addressing the
many concrete criticisms made by election observers).

The parliamentarians elected in October 2024 must not be accredited by the Council
of Europe Parliamentary Assembly when it meets next January in Strasburg.

Until new, free, and fair elections are held, Salome remains the president (as a new
president can only be chosen by legitimate MPs).

It is this last point that will be put to the test on 29 December, when Georgian Dream will push
Salome out.

That day, a new president, a former football player recently chosen by newly elected Georgian
Dream MPs, plans to assume office. Irakli has threatened Salome with arrest, should she not
leave the presidential palace. She has vowed to stay and has given Bidzina and Irakli an
ultimatum in turn to negotiate and agree to new elections before 29 December.

Everything points to a showdown, a high noon moment, at the end of this year. It matters hugely
what European leaders will do now. Who will they recognise as the next Georgian president?
Most have hidden and taken no clear position. This is no longer possible. Will European
democrats betray the protestors, the Georgian opposition, and Salome, or will they support their
legitimate demands?

Will European democrats accept that Georgia becomes a dictatorship, like neighbouring
autocratic Azerbaijan? There, unfair elections have always been recognised, not because they
were ever free and democratic, but because nobody in the rest of Europe (except, in January
2024, in PACE) seems to care about Azerbaijani democracy. It is cynical indifference, not lack
of better knowledge, that made governments pretend that Baku had legitimate elections.

Is this how Georgia is also viewed now? This would be tragic. First, because Georgia, unlike
Azerbaijan, has long held competitive elections. It has seen democratic transfers of power. It is
a candidate country for EU accession. It is not Azerbaijan.

Second, because a Georgia autocracy, unlike the one run by the Aliyev family in Baku, does
not have the resources to chart an independent course from Moscow. Georgia would help Russia
circumvent sanctions, gain more control of Black Sea ports, consolidate Russian mastery of
access to the whole Southern Caucasus. Georgia would be dependent on, and integrated into,
the Russian sphere of influence, formally sovereign, but in reality, controlled by Moscow.
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The international friends of Georgian Dream

The leaders of Georgian Dream know that a large majority of Georgians, including some of
their voters, do not want to end up on the Russian side of a new iron curtain.

=} Following

Georgian Dream

Official account of Georgian Dream-Democratic Georgia &8 Incumbent political party
since 2012. Fulfilling Georgia's European & Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

Georgian Dream — here on X — continues to pretend that it embraces the popular EU dream

During the election campaign, leaders of Georgian Dream have claimed, deceptively, that even
strong criticism of their actions by EU institutions will not undermine the (popular) goal of
European integration. They argued that there is a different Europe that they could join by 2030,
an illiberal one, associated with Viktor Orban, not influenced by the current ..party of war* in
control in Brussels.

In recent weeks, Georgian Dream also tried to generate images of support of Western
governments for their public. The transparent goal is to show protestors: ,,You are alone. Give
up!“ To signal to others in Georgia, sitting on the fence: ,,We will prevail.“ To message:
Europeans are ready to concede a new Yalta, with Georgia as another Belarus. They do not care
enough. Why risk your health and freedom on the streets?
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Georgian Dream‘s most important ally in the EU, Viktor Orban, helped. He arrived in Tbilisi
only one day after the October elections. He praised and congratulated the Georgian Dream to
a triumph even before final results were published. From that moment, EU unity was broken.

The new General Secretary of the Council of Europe, Alain Berset, also came to Thilisi this
December. He stated that Georgia continued to have a credible ,,European path* to work on,
despite the October elections. This was music to the ears of Georgian Dream. The Georgian
opposition protested against Berset‘s message of appeasement in a joint letter:

,,Alain Berset’s concluding press conference contained messages that do not serve to defuse
the crisis, but on the contrary, aggravate the situation in the country and incite violence
from the Georgian Dream ... he has voiced completely contextless and irresponsible
messages, which raise logical doubts about his integrity.*

Orban praises Georgian | Tamar Taliashvili @TTaliashvili - 3h
election as he faces backlash == I M = The Council of Europe stands

o ready to continue supporting Georgia, including
from EU countries over in the framework of its existing Action Plan,
'premature' visit which will accompany the country on its

European path. In this context, the Secretary
General intends to visit Georgia soon.

‘@, Alain Berset & @alain berset-4h

My statement on Georgia: coe.int/en/web/
portal/...

Copyright AP/Georgian Prime Minister Press Office

By Jorge Liboreiro & video by Aida Sanchez Alonso

Published on 29/10/2024 - 11:27 GMT+1 « Updated 13:21 Q1 T340 Q 20 il 601 P [

“We have friends ”: Orban and Berset

Salome, who talked to Berset before his visit, and who met him in Thilisi, noted that the
Secretary General was “a little confused” and did not “understand well the situation here.” The
most respected Georgian civil society organisations were even less diplomatic. It was a low
point for the Council of Europe, recalling years of appeasement towards Aliyev in Baku.
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https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/136307-four-opposition-parties-alain-bersets-press-conference-contained-messages-that-do-not-serve-to-defuse-the-crisis-but-on-the-contrary-aggravate-the-situation-in-the-country-and-incite-violence-by-georgian-dream/
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3, Alain Berset £ @alain berset - 6h
W First thlngthls morning, met civil society, then @PM Kobakhidze and
vili. Now looking forward to exchanges with
Ombudsman Geo, Bidzina Ivanichvili & reps of the international
commumty Tomorrow all day meetings with the opposition and civil

society.

Aside from Orban and the general secretary of the Council of Europe, Georgian Dream has
been openly supported by Azerbaijan, Slovakia and China.

Georgian PM, Chinese Ambassador discuss
bilateral cooperation

Azerbaijani President congratulates Georgian PM on
election victory, extends invitation to Azerbaijan

European Parliamentarians to the rescue

On the issue of the October 2024 elections, the most important parliamentary bodies in Europe
have been clear: Based on the reports of international election observation missions, they
declared that these elections have not been fair and democratic and should not be recognised.
There is a need for new elections, as the only democratic way out of this deep crisis.

The European Parliament (which had sent a delegation of observers) stated, in a resolution that
received wide support, that the 26 October parliamentary elections in Georgia were “neither
free nor fair.” It denounced “numerous and serious electoral violations, including documented
cases of intimidation of voters, vote manipulation, interference with election observers and
media” and rejected any recognition of these elections as a result. It called for new elections
within a year, run by an independent election administration.

European Parliament calls for new elections in Georgia
(November 2024)

The leaders of the three biggest political groups in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe (PACE), the Social Democrats and Greens, European People’s Party and Liberals,
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also sent a very clear message in a strongly worded declaration in early December: The only
way out of this crisis was new elections. Two of these three PACE leaders have been in Georgia
to observe the elections themselves. lulian (Bulai) headed this PACE election observer mission.

(< ‘epp.. alda

1 the council of europe ALLIANCE oF LIBERALS AND %
DEMOCRATS FOR EUROPE

Frank Schwabe
Chairperson Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group (SOC)

Pablo Hispan
Chairperson Group of the European People's Party (EPP/CD)

lulian Bulai
Chairperson Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)

2.12.2024
Joint Statement on the Grave Political Crisis in Georgia

Georgia is one of the 46 countries in the Council of Europe. Georgia was on the
right track. A path of respect for the values of the Council of Europe: democracy,
human rights and the rule of law. European integration was enshrined in the
constitution. Now we see with horror that these values are being trampled on. With
boots from regular and irregular forces arresting and abusing peaceful
demonstrators.

After elections that were in no way free and fair and which took place under
sometimes absurd conditions with widespread organized vote manipulation, we now
see that the political course of the “Georgian Dream” has finally deviated from the
path of European values, although they wanted to give a different impression with the
election campaign.

We are on the side of the demonstrators, the schools and universities, the believers,
and especially the young people who are working with passion and at great personal
risk for a European future of a free and democratic Georgia.

In order to now be able to follow a path of a free and democratic Georgia and not one
of violence and repression, clear framework conditions are needed in the country and
by the international community.

This includes:

- new elections that will take place without pressure and under free and fair
conditions

- animmediate end to violence and the indiscriminate detention of protesters.

- the consistent introduction of sanctions by European states against
representatives of the “Georgian Dream”, including entry bans and asset
freezes

- an immediate release of the detained demonstrators

- respecting the mandate of the incumbent president until fair and free new
elections have taken place.

Frank — lulian — Pablo

National parliaments throughout Europe have backed these arguments.

Election observers have also backed these claims. The leader of the short term election
monitoring mission of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly conveyed a very clear message after
these elections on French television RFI: these elections were ,,neither free nor democratic.
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LE GRAND INVITE INTERNATIONAL
Législatives en Géorgie: :
«Ces élections n'ont
malheureusement été ni

libres, ni démocratiques»
Publié le : 30/10/2024 - 08:13

° Ecouter - 08:47
- =t Ajouter & la file d'attente 1

Pascal Allizard, sénateur francais,

coordinateur spécial de la mission

d'observation internation: élections LE GRAND |NV|TE’ INTERNATIONAL

=5 en Géorgie, rité de RFI yo] . - e .
atin ce 30 octobre. Aprés six jours de Leg |S|atlves en Georgle.
n, il raconte les choses vues et évoque ~ H J
Equilibre pas du «Ces eIeCtlons n 9n’t -
send intégrer union malheureusement été ni
européenne ». Le ent de la o - ” -
Commission des Affaires Etrangéres et de la Ilbres, nl democrathues»
etense : 5 i Publié le : 30/10/2024 - 08:13
russe » ne peut étre exclue. Entretien.

On RFI: , neither free nor democratic ‘* elections in Georgia

ODIHR (the Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights), noted in its final report on
the October 2024 elections that these:

,took place amidst serious concerns about the impact of recently adopted legislation on
fundamental freedoms and civil society, steps to diminish the independence of institutions
involved in the election process, and pressure on voters, which combined with election day

practices compromised the ability of some voters to cast their vote without fear of
retribution.

A recent study by IRI (the International Republican Institute) concluded that:

“a legal framework and regulatory practices that hindered genuine electoral competition,
misuse of public resources by the ruling government, the targeting of civil society,
obstruction of opposition parties, systematic voter intimidation, and lack of public

confidence and trust in institutions contributed to an election that was fundamentally
flawed.”

(&) Rasaluknevigiené
Vﬂ?} @RJukneviciene

Time to act is now!
The EU must:

- Sanction Ivanishvili & co

- Reject October elections & back
@Zourabichvili_S's legitimacy post-December
29 until new elections

Swedish MP: PACE should not - Push for free, fair, trusted elections

ratify the credentials of the
Georgian delegation

GEORGIA LIVE UPDATES

@MartaKostEU @kajakallas @vonderleyen

Friends of Georgian democracy — around Europe
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Where are European governments?
All this leads to a puzzling and troubling reality: the silence from European governments.

EU governments appear to play for time. They watch the protests and the savage repression.
They are critical about police violence. But they do not address the underlying cause of this
crisis, the stolen elections, nor the only way out without violence and repression. So far, none
have called for new elections. So far, none have visited Thilisi to express solidarity with the
opposition and the president. So far, only Orban took a clear position. With governments
remaining on the fence, there has been no meaningful diplomatic initiative in months. And now,
with only a few days left, they face a binary issue that brings years of EU policy on Georgia
and the Southern Caucasus into focus.

Who, for democratic Europe, is the legitimate president of Georgia? Leaders in Berlin, Paris,
Madrid, Rome and London have to make a choice. They best make it before 29 December,
despite Christmas vacations in many countries, to state in advance that they back Salome,
continue to recognize here, and back her proposal for negotiations. What is needed is a simple
and clear message, best presented by European ministers (if possible, also in Thilisi):

The October 2024 elections were not fair and democratic and will not be
recognized. The way forward is a re-run of these elections. The current Parliament
is illegitimate and cannot elect a new president. Therefore, Salome Zourabichvili
remains the legitimately elected President until new, free and fair elections are held.

One European government has been very clear:

@ Volodymyr Zelenskyy / Bonoaumup 3enexcbkuii @

We cannot afford to lose anyone in this region—not Georgia, not Moldova,
not Ukraine. We must stand together to defend against Moscow. Ukraine
has imposed sanctions on Ivanishvili and his associates—19 individuals who
are selling out the interests of Georgia and its people.

Just signed a decree enforcing the relevant NSDC decision. These sanctions
target the segment of Georgia’'s current government that is handing the
country over to Putin. This is exactly what the ongoing protests in Georgia
are about.

We urge Europe, America, and the entire world to do the same—to act
decisively and with principle.

It's crucial for our partners to speak up now, to take a clear stance on
what's happening—and to act. In international affairs, if you fail to respond
in time or act without principle, the consequences can last for decades,
leaving countries stripped of their freedom.
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Salome, the Georgian president, has defined the stakes for Europe best in her address to the
European Parliament this December:

“Europe is Georgia’s biggest donor, Georgia’s biggest market, home to Georgia’s biggest
diaspora. Europe needs to find the leverage to act. If Europe cannot exert leverage on a
country of 3.7 million, how can it expect to compete with the Giants of the 21st century?

Georgians will not waver, but expect Europe to step up so we can defend Europe and its
values together ...

If we are honest, Europe so far has not fully lived up to the moment. Europe has, so far,
met the challenge halfway. Where Georgians have been fighting day and night, Europeans
have been slow to wake up and slow to react. Much more could and should be done.”

Abandoning Georgian democrats would concede a huge victory to Putin. The decisions taken
in Berlin, Paris, Rome, Warsaw, London and in other capitals these days may determine the
future of Georgia for the next generation. It will strengthen Russia in its confrontation with the
European Union. It will shape the history of democratic Europe.

Yours sincerely,

(b

Gerald Knaus
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Background — Battle over democracy:

Rumeli Observer on the Georgia crisis: How democratic Europe is failing (December 2024)

Human Rights Watch on violence against protestors: Rights Watchdog Calls For
Accountability For ‘Brutal” Violence Against Georgian Protesters (December 2024)

Georgia’s Elections: Death By Dozen Daggers

How 2024 Elections Were Rigged: A Synthesis Report

@ Hans Gutbrod & 06/11/2024 - 13:52 ® 558 M4 minutes rea

Hans Gutbrod on how Georgia got here in 2024: Georgia’s Elections: Death By Dozen Daggers
— Civil Georgia (November 2024):

“The results announced by the Central Election Commission (CEC), putting the
Georgian Dream ahead with 54% of the vote, defy all credible evidence. With this
result, the Georgian Dream claims to have mobilized an additional 191,942 voters
since the previous election in 2020, when it had 48% of the vote.”

Defending the Future: Understanding Georgia’s

Fall Protests

@ Hans Gutbrod & 07/12/2024 - 17:12 ® 474 R 10 minutes read

In October 2024, the Georgian Dream stole the country’s parliamentary election as part
of its broader assault on Georgia's constitutional order. The current protests are best
understood within this larger context of defending Georgia’s future, including its
European prospects, against a comprehensive assault. To most Georgians, what goes on

will be familiar, but at this point, it still is sensible to synthesize developments for a wider

audience.

Hans Gutbrod: Defending the Future: Understanding Georgia’s Fall Protests (7 December
2024):

“The Georgian Dream is stealing the country’s future by
o capturing all state institutions and sidelining the constitution;

e robbing civil space and getting ready to repress civil society;
« rigging elections through a deliberate and multi-pronged assault;
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o sabotaging decades-old and tested partnerships with its Western friends;
« attacking citizens who do not submit to this seizure of power; and
« serving the whims of one man, rather than the will of the people.

People want their country back. Understanding the overall theft puts day-to-day
developments into their plausible broader context. Each grab has been established
and documented in detail. Taken together, stealing the country’s future frames
what happens at the moment across Georgia. The country-wide protests against that
theft, also in many smaller cities, feature EU flags. For many Georgians, the EU
represents their identity as a European nation and symbolizes their centuries-long

fight for freedom, human dignity, security, and welfare.”

HANS GUTBROD

MERBST 3014

MACBETH IM KAUKASUS

ALLMACHT UND EINSAMKEIT - BIDSINA IWANISCHWILIS GEORGISCHER TRAUM

LANGE galt Georgien als cin erfolgreiches Land.
Energisch hatre eine kleine Gruppe von Reformern
im Anschlu an dic sogenannte Rosenrevolution
von 2003 den Aufbau des Staates vorangetricben.
In wenigen Jahren wurde viel errciche. Die Kor-
ruption wurde weitgechend eliminiert, und statt
die Biirger auszurauben, half die Polizei ihnen.
Die Verwaltung wurde biirgernah, Steuern wur-
den konsequent erhoben und Renten tatsichlich
gezahlt, Das Land und vor allem die Hauptstadt
Thilissi blithte auf und entwickelte sich schnell zu
cinem populiren Reiseziel. Georgien war auf West-
kurs. Nach schwierigen ersten Jahren der Unab-
hingigkeit als ehemalige Sowjetrepublik und fast
gescheiterter Staat, war Georgien zu einem Vorbild
geworden.

ERFOLGSLAND AUF ABWEGEN

sind wie Stiicke eines Puzzles, hért man oft erst
spit am Abend oder als Nebenbemerkung.

Finden diese Fragmente zusammen, ergibt sich
cine bemerkenswerte Geschichte. Eine Geschich-
te, die erstaunliche Parallelen zu Shakespeares
Macbeth aufweist. Ahnlich wie Macbeth startet
auch Iwanischwili auf seinem Pfad in die Politik
mit cinem guten Ruf. Wie Macbeth scheint er mit
dem Griff zur Macht seinen Weg zuriick in ein
normales Leben verwirke zu haben. Macbeth und
Iwanischwili sind beide reflektierende Figuren.
Trotzdem eskalieren bei beiden die Konflikte und
Verstrickungen. Beide schen Gespenster, die sic als
Bedrohung wahrnehmen.

Macbeth ist Literatur, Iwanischwili ist real, er
lebt im Hier und Jetzt. Wihrend eine Theaterauf-
fiihrung von Macbeth nach drei Stunden vorbei ist
und das Publikum nach Hause gehen kann, fra-

gen sich unter der andauernden Herrschaft von

Wiirde gerettet”, sagt die Tochter des angeschenen
Intellekruellen. Sein Gehalr und seine Nebentitig-
keiten, darunter die Ubersctzung von Rainer Ma-
ria Rilke ins Georgische, hitten nicht zum Leben
gereicht.

Iwanischwili bezahlte die Renovierung kul-
tureller Gebiude. Sein Mizenatentum war niche
transparent. Es gab keine Erffnungen und keine
Plaketten. Zumeist wollee er nicht genannt werden.
Im Stadtteil Vake finanzierte er die Ecole franaise
du Caucase, die noch heute von vielen Kindern von
Politikern und Diplomaten besucht wird. Die Frau
des franzésischen Botschafters arbeitete dort als
Lehrerin und Dircktorin.

KLEINE SPUREN IN DER STADT

Kleine Spuren der Prisenz finden sich an iiberra-
schenden Orten. Die amerikanischen Rapper Coo-

For a gripping essay (in German) on Bidzina and what went wrong since 2020: Macbeth im
Kaukasus | Lettre - Europas Kulturzeitung (2024). Excerpt from “Macbeth in the Caucasus”:

“With a long border with Russia, war is particularly close. The population supports the
Ukrainians. The government, on the other hand, is on a different course. Initially,
compliance with the Kremlin may appear to be realpolitik and a way to maintain balance
in a shaky region. At least that is how the foreign policy of the few international supporters
of Georgian Dream is justified. The policy seems more creepy than pragmatic when one
looks at the actual statements of the Georgian government. Increasingly absurd ideas are
cropping up in government speeches. These culminate in talk of a ‘Global War Party’ that
Georgia will have to confront from 2024 onwards.

Can they be serious? The idea seems too absurd. But then, on 29 April, Ivanishvili
addressed the nation and confirmed his conspiratorial worldview. The Global War Party
has been at work for decades, Saakashvili has steered, plunged Ukraine into conflicts and
is now forcing ‘the European Union to destroy European values with their own hands.’ His
speech seems like Macbeth's encounter with the ghost of Banquo. Both Macbeth and
Ivanishvili speak with a terrible projection that remains invisible to others. (‘Avaunt! and
quit my sight! Let the earth hide thee! Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold; Thou
hast no speculation in those eyes Which thou dost glare with!”™

www.esiweb.org
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